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Fastor" s Message

A New Season, New Opportunities

What a wonderful summer it has been at First Congregational Church! From my installation as your
settled pastor to the many ways we have worshiped, gathered, served, and connected, these past
months have been filled with moments worth celebrating. More than anything, this summer has felt
like the beginning of a new chapter in the life of our church.

Now, as we look toward fall, there is a wonderful sense of anticipation. Rally Day is Sunday,
September 13, and it will be a special opportunity for us to gather as a church family and prepare for
the season ahead. We’'ll be registering for Sunday School, beginning choir and handbell rehearsals,
and looking forward to all the opportunities for worship, learning, fellowship, and service that fall and
winter will bring. After a summer break, Coffee with the Pastor will also return on Monday mornings at
10:00 a.m.

And something exciting is already happening beyond our church walls. Our Film Project is off and
running, with more than two dozen people participating in auditions - most of whom are not members
of our congregation. One of our hopes for this project was to reach beyond the community that
already knows and loves this church, creating opportunities for new people to experience our
community and discover something of who we are. It is wonderful to see that happening already.

All of these activities are exciting, but they are about something much bigger than programs and
calendars. Church is ultimately about people. It is about creating places where we can encounter one
another, grow in faith, discover our gifts, build meaningful relationships, and share the love of God
with the wider community.

Every new season brings new opportunities. Some of us will find those opportunities in a choir
rehearsal or a Sunday School classroom. Others may find them around a cup of coffee, on a film set,
in worship, through an act of service, or simply in a conversation with someone we haven't met
before. There is a place for each of us—and perhaps for someone who hasn't found their way through
our doors yet.

We don't know everything this new season will bring, and that's part of the excitement. But we can
enter it with open hearts, open doors, and a willingness to see where God is leading us. We aren't
simply beginning another church year; we are continuing to become the church God is calling us to
be.
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Whatever this new season brings, | am grateful that we get to discover it together. | can't wait to see
what God has in store for our church!

“Look, | am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth; do you not perceive it?”
- Isaiah 43:19

With Gratitude,
Pastor Barlow

Thank you to our August liturgists: Sarah Beers, Elizabeth Newby, Nathan Roehl,
Max Schmidt, and Linda Salter.

If you would like to be a liturgist, sign up in the Fireside Room on the clipboard.

Thank you to our August Coffee Hour hosts: Membership, Outreach, and Seekers.

We would love to have you host Fellowship/Coffee Hour. Please sign up on the clipboard in
the Fireside Room.

i O;trm Our Parish Care members provide a confidential PRAYER CHAIN. You are
U invited to send your prayer requests to them any Sunday by using a yellow slip
Q’SD}/‘ \\ | / found in the pews or by calling the church office.
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Invitation from the Parish Care Team

Parish Care, part of Membership Ministry, coordinates “prayer care” requests beyond their care for
shut-in members.

Would you like to be part of the Prayer Chain? Joining is easy. Just review the Confidential Prayer
Chain Covenant - James 5:16 posted in the June Tower Notes issue. If that’s a good fit for you
contact Parish Care through Carolyn Brandeen at https://janesvilleucc.org/caring-for-our-congregation/
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Reminder: if you take/show your bulletin to Texas Roadhouse

after church on Sunday, 10% of your total bill will be donated back to
the church.
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September BIRTHDAYS, Happy Day to All!

1 Molly Holtz-Smith 8 Ilah Hartung 23 Bryan Rundle
1 Tom Alwin 9 Kimberly Restivo 24 Kathy Arndt

2 Mike Piette 11 Kali Hemm 24 Ruth Robinson
5 Carole Kies 15 Eloise Shebesta 26 Todd Myers

6 Deanna Jensen 18 Nevaya Greer 29 Karel Cripe

7 Mike Cioni 20 Diana Huckstep

If your name ever gets
missed from the birthday

September ANNIVERSARIES, Congratulations or anniversary list, please

let Becky know.
3 Martin & Diana Huckstep 13 Jim & Ann Bidwell Hyzer
8 Whitney & Mike Cioni - 14 Dave & Deanna Jensen

13 Dave & Sonja Bagley

ECHO is always in need of food and non-perishables, which you can drop off
during their business hours, or at church. Thank you to everyone who
contributed.

Life is an echo. ..
what you send out,
you get back!

ECHO September Needs:

Breakfast bars Diapers (sz 4-6) Toothbrushes Spaghettios

Shampoo Peanut butter & jelly Feminine products  Tuna Helper

Paper bags Spaghetti & sauce Deodorant Toilet paper

Hamburger Helper Diced tomatoes Canned Tuna Laundry soap

Community Meal is an outreach that our church has participated in for
several years. We serve a freshly prepared meal to those in our
community who need or desire one. We serve it on the first Saturday
of each month as a to-go style meal. We currently serve over 120
meals each month. Everyone is welcome.

The next Community Meal will be on Saturday, September 5" at 4:00.
This month’s menu is ham or turkey and cheese sandwich, chips,
watermelon, fresh veggies/dip, and cookies. Guests can walk into the
church’s west parking lot door and pick up meals until 4:30 pm.

We always need volunteers. Would you like to help? Sign up on the green sheet clipboard in the
Fireside Room. Shifts include: 1) food prep and 2) assist serving meals on the Saturday of the meal.
See clipboard for times needed. Desserts may also be needed and can be dropped off during church
office hours, or a pick-up can be arranged. Contact CM leaders, Nancy Stabb, Jeanine Fry or Bonnie
Stalker (phone numbers are on the clipboard), or email bonnie17brewer@gmail.com, for more
information.
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LAY COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE GROUPS

WE ARE THE CHURCH
Church laities are invited to the WI UCC Conference program,
Lay Communities of Practice.
A community of practice is a group of people who "share a concern or a passion for
something they do and learn how to do it better as they interact regularly".
Jean Lave, Etienne Wenger

If you are presently a leader, have been a leader in the past or thinking about providing leadership in
your faith community and have been part of the Lay Academy, the Damascus Project or participated in
a faith study group, know that you are welcome!

Our lay facilitated Lay Communities of Practice groups meet once a month for 1.5 to 2 hours on-line or
in-person when possible. Groups will begin in the Fall of 2026-27 for the program year with a retreat
for all groups October 30-31 at Daychola Center. The fee for the program is $125. (There is an
additional fee for the retreat.)

If you have questions please contact Bonnie Andrews, andrews.bj@gmail.com, Jean Duchrow,
jeanducdhrow56(@gmail.com or Cathy Wille cwille2@me.com.

WE ARE THE CHURCH TOGETHER

On August 3" Consistory approved a small change to the church By-Laws. If you would like a
complete copy of the Constitution and By-Laws, contact the church. (change in yellow)

Section 3. PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

The Personnel Committee shall consist of three to four members who shall serve for staggered
two-year terms, elected each year at the annual meeting. Members may serve no more than three
successive terms excluding any partial term for which they have been appointed to fill a vacancy. The
duties, in coordination with the Pastor, shall consist of:

1. hiring or terminating any church employee with the exclusion of the Pastor
and Associate or Assistant Pastor(s)

2. evaluating the performance of all employees within two months after date of
hire, and yearly thereafter

3. recommending compensation packages, including benefits, for all employees
and

4. developing and maintaining job descriptions for all positions.

5. The committee is accountable to and shall report to the Consistory, as needed.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL AND YOUTH NEWS

September 6 (Labor Day Weekend) Summer Bulletin Prize Day! Make sure your bulletins are turned in
by September 1.

Septembr 13 SUNDAY SCHOOL AND YOUTH GROUP RALLY DAY! We
will celebrate with a special outdoor Messy Sunday School. It got
postponed so it will be EXTRA! Be prepared to get messy. Be
prepared to get wet. Be prepared to work on a team. May the best
team win!!! *

Did y
this one? /

This year will
be so EXTRA!

Sept 20 We will begin a brand new Sunday School Curriculum focused on Bible Stories.

SUNDAY MORNING YOUTH GROUP - FALL 2026
We are back!!!!

* September 13 * October 11 *November 8 * December 6

NEW
PrayGround

Welcoming
the fice1ps™

Debi Cox

Director of Christian Education
debi@janesvilleuce.org
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Mobile: 651-387-4552

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC
OPEN & AFFIRMING 4
IMMIGRANT WELCOMING §)

54 S. JACKSON STREET, JANESVILLE, WI 53548
JANESVILLEUCC.ORG




OUTREACH FOR September

HAVE YOU SEEN THE CARING CORNER?

Y ou may have noticed that in the far corner of the atrium there now is shelving that is stocked
with hygiene items, other sundries, and books. We are calling it the Caring Corner, and it is an
expanded ministry we have taken on because we have outgrown the rainbow Blessing Box
outside the church and the one in the playground area of the Jeffris Flats across the street. We
now envision a sort of commissary where people can select the items they need, rather than
having only the limited choices that can fit in the Blessing Boxes.

With Fellowship Hall being considered as an overnight site for the coming winter months, we
believe that the Caring Corner will be appreciated by the guests staying at our church, as well as
the folks who are used to checking the Blessing Boxes for any items they may need.

The Caring Corner is the Outreach Ministry’s mission for September.

During September especially, but then anytime throughout the year, we can use the
congregation’s help to keep the Caring Corner stocked! Items we will collect include:

Toothbrushes and toothpaste

Combs

3 in 1 shampoo/conditioner/body soap

Deodorant

Pocket rain ponchos

T shirts, especially men’s sizes

Socks, especially men’s sizes

New or gently used flannel shirts of all sizes

Winter hats, scarves, and gloves or mittens for all ages

Donated items may be left by the “Prayground” during September, and next to the Caring
Corner shelving any other time of the year.

You may also make monetary contributions. Specific envelopes will be in the pews during the
month of September for the monthly mission focus, but you can make a donation anytime; place
your cash in an envelope marked “Caring Corner,” or make checks payable to the church with
the notation “Caring Corner.”

Thank you for your support of this growing ministry!

Outreach Ministry

Thought for the month: The good Lord didn’t create anything without a
purpose, but mosquitoes come close!



On Sunday August 2" we welcomed five new members to our church family.
Pictured above: Merri Oxley, Maxwell Schmidt, Alyssa Capozziello,
Lizzi Starling, Judy Fraunfelder, and Pastor Barlow.

- On Sunday, August 2™, Pastor
Benjamin Barlow was officially
installed as our settled pastor.
Guests included Rev. Rachel
Bauman, Conference Minister,
Rev. Kelly Volk, Rev. Teresa
Hord Owens, and Pastor B.].’s
1 close friends. He received
many gifts including a
beautiful white stole and a
‘Call of the Wild’ one from
the Seekers. A lovely reception
was held after the program.




Consistory Meeting Minutes from August 3

Appreciations were shared for the amazing installation service & reception for Pastor Barlow on

August 2.

Nancy Stabb gave the Treasurer’s Report. She noted that while the income & expense summary is
routine, $5,000 per month from savings is needed to meet demands. We were able to donate
$15,000 from Memorial Funds to the Community Foundation Multicultural Scholarship Fund for
the School District of Janesville. She also noted that it is time to form and activate the Stewardship
Committee prior to Commitment Sunday in November.

Bonnie Stalker & Ruth Robinson will host a Q & A with Becky Huber from Rock County after
service on Sunday, August 9 regarding the Warming Center.

Plans are being made for a Vision Retreat later in the year. We had success with one led by Pastor
Gross last year.

The summer movie production is progressing very well for a December program.

The evaluation and restoration plan for the organ is progressing. It is overdue for attention. A full
report and pricing plans are expected in a few weeks.

There are several suggestions for expansion of policy, building use, and organization of church
operations. Results will be shared when work is complete.

The pastor shared a printed summary of activity for July. He is planning a Rally Day for Sunday,
September 13. There will be special activities before and during the service as we all prepare to
return to a regular schedule.

The Outreach Ministry for August is School supplies. September outreach may coordinate with the
warming center and the Caring Corner.

The Finance Ministry continues work on balcony safety. The Christmas in July collection helped
pay for a new refrigerator for the Spiritual Arts Center. They are working with ORION to install
blinds for their windows to help with temperature control.

The Membership Ministry noted the success of the July Pot Luck and the August 2 reception for
Pastor Barlow’s Installation. Another pot luck is being planned for October.

The meeting adjourned at 8:19PM. The next Consistory Meeting is September 21, 2026 at 6:30PM

Submitted by Ruth Robinson
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First Congrcgationa] (nited Church of Christ

Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday mornings 9:00 - 1:00 or by appointment.

Ministers All Members of First Congregational UCC
Pastor Rev. Benjamin ‘B.J.” Barlow

Christian Ed. Director Debi Cox

Music Director Robyn Doege-Brennan

Interim Pianist/Organist Megan Barlow

AV Technician Kaydence Troia

Secretary Becky Kingsbury

Bookkeeper Denise Caldwell

Nursery Coordinator Gwen Charlet

Custodian Matthew Charlet

Church Leadership & Volunteers

President Darla Dernovsek

Treasurer Nancy Stabb

Finance Chair Mike Rundle

Gardeners Barbara Bendlin, Jeanine Fry, Nancy Stabb, Patti York,

Lawn Mowers Mike Rundle, Martin Huckstep, Tim Green, and Doug Newton
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