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Cclcbrating 181 years of Community Based Ministrg

First Congregational United Church of Christ
=™ An Open & Affirming and Immigrant Welcoming Church
'54 South Jackson Street, Janesville, Wisconsin 53548

Telephone: (608) 752-8716
E-mail: janesvilleucc@janesvilleucc.org
Website: www.janesvilleucc.org
Like us on Facebook: Janesville UCC
E-mail pastor@)janesvilleucc.org

#Love&JusticeChurch
Rev. Benjamin J. Barlow
Cell: 608-618-3180

Fastor" s Message

Southern Region of the

" Wisconsin Conference UCC
Where fod is stillspeaking,

The Committee on Ministry of the Wisconsin Conference,
United Church of Christ

Invite all members, friends and clergy of the Wisconsin
Conference and the Southern Region to the

Installation of Rev. Benjamin J. Barlow

Sunday, August 2", 2026 at 3:00 p.m.

Hosted by
First Congregational UCC in Janesville

54 S Jackson Street
Janesville, W1 53548
(608) 752-8716
Clergy are invited to robe and wear their favorite stole.

Service will be livestreamed here.
Reception and cake will follow.

An offering will be received for the
Wisconsin Conference Member in Discernment Scholarship Fund.
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Practices that Prepare Us

Some of my favorite childhood memories were spent with my dad floating the Mataponi River
in a little jon boat. We would fish all day, eat Vienna sausages from the can, and sit in silence for
hours. However, while fishing my father repeated one piece of advice so often | can still hear it today:
"Son, you must close your tackle box before you cast your line." | rarely listened.

One afternoon, | cast my line just as my foot slipped on the wet floor of the boat, sending my
open tackle box flying. Hooks, sinkers, bobbers, and lures scattered everywhere. And wouldn’t you
know, at that exact moment, a fish struck my line.

Instead of enjoying the catch, | found myself trying to reel in the fish while scrambling to clean
up the mess. | had hoped for the fish. | simply wasn't prepared to receive it.

I've been thinking about that story because our lives can become a lot like an open tackle box.
There is no shortage of good things calling for our attention. We want to care for our neighbors, seek
justice, support our families, and build a community where everyone knows they are loved by God.
Yet somewhere along the way, we begin to believe that faithfulness means saying "yes" to every
good thing. Our calendars fill, the news never stops, and our spirits become cluttered. Then life
happens—a loss, a diagnosis, a difficult conversation—and suddenly everything feels scattered just
when we need steadiness the most.

Perhaps one of God's greatest gifts is the Church. Not because the Church keeps life from
becoming difficult, but because it can help us keep our tackle box in order. Week after week, worship
reminds us who we are. Prayer teaches us to trust. Scripture lifts our eyes beyond the latest headline.
Around Christ's Table, we remember that grace (not fear) is what nourishes us. These simple
practices quietly shape us into people who are ready to love, to serve, and to hope.

In just a month from now (Sept. 13), we will celebrate Rally Day. It is an invitation to return to
the rhythms that sustain us and reconnect with the community that helps us grow in faith. Together,
we are becoming the kind of people who can meet life's challenges with courage, welcome God's
blessings with gratitude, and be a living sign of Christ's hope for Janesville.

The river will always hold surprises. Thanks be to God, we do not navigate its waters alone.

"Abide in me as | abide in you... Those who abide in me bear much fruit." (John 15:4-5)

On the journey with you,
Pastor Barlow

Thank you to our July liturgists: Nathan Roehl, Elizabeth Newby, Neil Deupree, and Debi Cox
If you would like to be a liturgist, sign up in the Fireside Room on the clipboard.
Thank you to our July Coffee Hour hosts: Membership Ministry and Outreach Ministry

We would love to have you host Fellowship/Coffee Hour. Please sign up on the clipboard in
the Fireside Room.

Thought for the month: If you want God to close and open doors, let go of the
door knob.
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X invited to send your prayer requests to them any Sunday by using a yellow
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August BIRTHDAYS, Happy Day to All!

1 Janine Hahn 9 Louise Elliott 23 Gregg Kingsbury

1 Jack Shebesta 14 Deb Lalor 24 Mary Williams

5 Mark Carlson 18 Ethan Dieckhoff 25 Megan Condon

6 Josephine French 19 Sarah French 28 Carole Kettle-Gardner

7 Declan Greer 20 Janet Carlson 31 Bill Fitzgerald
If your name ever gets

August ANNIVERSARIES, Congratulations missed from the birthday
or anniversary list, please

2 Dave & Jane Lennox @ 8 Darla & Michael Dernovsek let Becky know.

4 Deb & Bill Lalor = 11 Nancy & Roberta Restivo

5 George & Linda Salter ' 17 MaryJo & Jim Manus

7 Desiree & Niki Halson 23 Peter & Peggy Jacobs

7 Alison & Richard Madero

7 George & Roberta Tucker

ECHO is always in need of food and non-perishables, which you can drop off
during their business hours, or at church. Thank you to everyone who
» contributed.

£ Life is an echo. ..

what you send out,
you get back!

ECHO August Needs:

Breakfast bars Diapers (sz 4-6) Toothbrushes Spaghettios

Shampoo Peanut butter & jelly Feminine products  Tuna Helper

Paper bags Spaghetti & sauce ~ Deodorant Toilet paper

Hamburger Helper Diced tomatoes Canned Tuna Laundry soap

Reminder: if you take/show your bulletin to Texas Roadhouse

= after church on Sunday, 10% of your total bill will be donated
back to the church.


http://echojanesville.org/

Community Meal is an outreach that our church has participated in for
over 15 years. We serve a healthy, balanced meal to those in our
community who need or desire a freshly prepared meal. It is served
the first Saturday of each month. We began serving it as an indoor
sit-down meal but has transformed into a to-go style meal. We
currently serve over 100 meals each month.

The next Community Meal will be on Saturday, August 15t at 4:00.
The menu is hot dog, veggies/dip, watermelon, chips, and rice
krispie treat.

Guests can walk into the church from the back parking lot door and pick up meals.

Want to volunteer for Community Meal? You can donate desserts, food prep and assist serving meals
on the day of the meal. Desserts can be dropped off during office hours or a pick-up can be arranged.
Volunteer by contacting Nancy Stabb, Jeanine Fry or Bonnie Stalker, directly, email
bonniebrewer17@hotmail.com, or sign up in the Fireside Room on the clipboard.

LAY COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE GROUPS

WE ARE THE CHURCH
Church laity are invited to the WI UCC Conference program,
Lay Communities of Practice.

A community of practice is a group of people who "share a concern or a passion for
something they do and learn how to do it better as they interact regularly"”.

Jean Lave, Etienne Wenger

If you are presently a leader, have been a leader in the past or thinking about providing leadership in
your faith community and have been part of the Lay Academy, the Damascus Project or participated in
a faith study group, know that you are welcome!

Our lay facilitated Lay Communities of Practice groups meet once a month for 1.5 to 2 hours on-line or
in-person when possible. Groups will begin in the Fall of 2026-27 for the program year with a retreat
for all groups October 30-31 at Daychola Center. The fee for the program is $125. (There is an
additional fee for the retreat.)

If you have questions please contact Bonnie Andrews, andrews.bj@gmail.com, Jean Duchrow,
jeanducdhrow56(@gmail.com or Cathy Wille cwille2@me.com.

WE ARE THE CHURCH TOGETHER
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SUNDAY SCHOOL AND YOUTH NEWS snip

Upcoming Sunday School Events:
Summer Bulletins: Have you missed a bulletin? Extra copies are available and you
Have a whole month to catch up! Prizes on September 6.

Rally Day September 13! Watch for exciting details coming soon.

Fall Sunday School. Picture the Bible curriculum will change things up a bit.

SUNDAY MORNING YOUTH GROUP

(No Sunday Morning Youth Group meetings in Summer -- back in Fall)

July Service Project at HSSW
(Humane Society of Southern WI)

Thanks to everyone who made it a
success.

Special thanks to Pastor Barlow for
leading!

Check out the new garden around
the PEACE POLE - it was our June
Service Project!

Don’t forget—name

NEW on your bulletin, turn” Debi Cox

itin, win prizes!! >4 Director of Christian Education
debi@janesvilleuce.org
Church: 6o8-752-8716
Maobilg: U..H»':S"* 1952

PrayGround
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC
OPEN & AFFIRMING
IMMIGRANT WELCOMING @/

54 S. JACKSON STREET, JANESVILLE, WI 53548
JANESVILLEUCC.ORG




Elections and the right to vote are in the news almost daily. It is a good time to verify your
voter registration to be sure it is up to date and accurate.

If you have moved since the last time you voted, this is the time. The Primary Election is
August 11. Before July 22 you can update online by going to_myvote.wi.gov. You can also
mail in a registration form by this deadline. After July 22 you must register in person. There
are different deadlines before the General Election on November 3. If you have questions
you can contact Janesville League of Women Voters at_lwvjvl.org . Carolyn Brandeen, Ruth
Robinson, Nancy Stabb, Neil Deupree & Deb Lalor are among members at church who can help

you.

OUTREACH FOR AUGUST

Our church’s monthly mission for August is school supplies. In recent years our
congregation has collected school supplies for Wilson Elementary School and
Rock River Charter School. We also offer the option of making a financial
donation. Both schools are located in our neighborhood and have a high number
of students struggling to make ends meet. We also are collecting diapers for
students at Rock River Charter School and individuals served by Project 16:49.

School supplies for Wilson School students include markers, colored pencils,
crayons, scissors, glue and glue sticks, tissues and Clorox Wipes.

Teachers of Wilson School can use paper clips, masking tape, staples, Post It
Notes, and regular Scotch tape.

School supplies for Rock River Charter School students include college ruled loose leaf paper,
single-subject notebooks, pens and pencils, tissues, disinfecting wipes, and diapers.

Teachers of Rock River Charter School can use Expo markers, Bic markers, pens and pencils,
Post It Notes

School supplies and diapers may be dropped off in the Fireside Room before and after Sunday
services or during office hours.

Any financial donations will be shared between Wilson School and Rock River Charter School.
Financial donations may be made by using the envelopes found in the pews or by check with ‘school
supplies’ written on the memo line. Easytithe https://app.easytithe.com/App/Giving/janesvilleucc
may also be used.

Thank you for your generosity!

NO CONSISTORY MEETING in JULY
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First Congrcgational (United Church of Christ

Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday mornings 9:00 - 1:00 or by appointment.

Ministers All Members of First Congregational UCC
Pastor Rev. Benjamin ‘B.J.” Barlow

Christian Ed. Director Debi Cox

Music Director Robyn Doege-Brennan

Interim Pianist/Organist Megan Barlow

AV Technician Kaydence Troia

Secretary Becky Kingsbury

Bookkeeper Denise Caldwell

Nursery Coordinator Gwen Charlet

Custodian Matthew Charlet

Church Leadership & Volunteers

President Darla Dernovsek

Treasurer Nancy Stabb

Finance Chair Mike Rundle

Gardeners Barbara Bendlin, Jeanine Fry, Nancy Stabb, Patti York,

Lawn Mowers: Mike Rundle, Martin Huckstep, Tim Green, and Doug Newton.
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