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Lights, Camera, Community!

What happens when a Wisconsin church, a local neighborhood, professional artists, and
community partners come together to tell a story? We're about to find out.

Over the years, our church members have welcomed new faces, launched new ministries,
strengthened community partnerships, and discovered fresh energy for the work God is calling us to
do. Now, we're preparing to embark on one of our most creative and collaborative adventures yet.

First Congregational Church is launching a Community Film Project designed to bring together
members of our congregation and residents of Janesville's Fourth Ward through creativity,
storytelling, and shared purpose. Inspired by congregations such as Trinity United Church of Christ in
Chicago, Elon Community UCC in North Carolina, and South Euclid UCC in Ohio, we are exploring
how the arts can become a powerful tool for building relationships, strengthening community, and
sharing stories of hope.

This project is about much more than making a movie. It's about discovering gifts. It's about
empowering young people. It's about creating meaningful connections across generations and
backgrounds. It's about bringing together people who may never have met otherwise and inviting
them to create something beautiful together.

The project will involve writing, casting, filming, editing, and premiering an original short film
based on The Legend of the Christ Child. From the earliest stages of development to the final
premiere (at JPAC in December), community members will be invited to participate and help shape
the way the story is told.

One of the most exciting aspects of the project is its intergenerational nature. Children, youth,
adults, and seniors will have opportunities to work side-by-side, sharing talents, learning new skills,
and building relationships along the way. We are also blessed with an outstanding leadership team
that has already been meeting for months. Two professional screenwriters have committed to helping
develop the script. Together with volunteers, our team will guide participants while creating
opportunities for people of every experience level to contribute.
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Now we need your help.

We invite you to imagine who belongs in this story. Do you know a young person who loves
performing? A retiree with a gift for storytelling? Someone interested in photography, music,
costumes, construction, hospitality, technology, event planning, or organizing? Every film requires a
wide variety of talents, and every person has something valuable to offer.

We also invite you to help us build connections throughout the community. Are you involved
with a local business, school, arts organization, neighborhood group, or community agency that might
want to participate? Do you know someone with filmmaking experience, artistic talents, or community
relationships that could strengthen the project?

We are already exploring partnerships with organizations such as the YMCA, Janesville
Community Center, ECHO, Janesville Performing Arts Center, Parker High School, Pride Theater
Productions, Rotary Botanical Gardens, Lark Market, Havana Coffee, Raven's Wish, and others.
Together, we can create something that reflects the creativity and generosity of our entire community.

Most importantly, we hope this project reflects who we are as a church. For generations, we
have worked to be a gathering place where people discover belonging, build relationships, and work
together to tell the story of God’s amazing love. This project continues that tradition in a new and
exciting way.

The Community Film Project is an experiment in creativity, community, and faith. It is an
opportunity to tell a story, but perhaps even more importantly, it is an opportunity to become part of
one.

The cameras aren't rolling yet, but the story has already begun. We hope you'll help us write it
together.

“We will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord” - Psalm 78:4

In Christ,
Pastor Barlow

Thank you to our June liturgists: Neil Deupree, Sarah Beers, Eliza Newby, and Patti York.

If you would like to be a liturgist, sign up in the Fireside Room on the clipboard.

Thank you to our June Coffee Hour hosts: Education Ministry, Membership Ministry, Outreach
Ministry, and Seekers.

We would love to have you host Fellowship/Coffee Hour. Please sign up on the clipboard in
the Fireside Room.

Our Parish Care members provide a confidential PRAYER CHAIN. You are
In Onr
" invited to send your prayer requests to them any Sunday by using a yellow
f{?]’ %\y %, /% slip found in the pews or by calling the church office.
/===



July BIRTHDAYS, Happy Day to All!

1 Richard Harper 13 George Salter 27 Mary Byrne
1 Jack Shebesta 15 Bo Klotz 27 Bruna Rundle
3 Joellyn Merz 16 Colleen Eddings 29 Matthew & Rachel Grossen
4 Gillian McCabe 16 Nick French 30 Henry Shebesta
5 Donna Twining 21 John Merz 31 Jamie Dieckhoff
10 Sybil Streeter 24 Travis Grossen 31 Dave Groth
12 Mark Gilmore 25 Gerald Albers
If your name ever gets
July ANNIVERSARIES, Congratulations missed from the birthday
or anniversary list, please
4 Warren & Joy Myers @ 18 Ann & Matt Forbeck let Becky know.
8 Travis & Jennifer Grossen : 20 Lisa & Dawn Endl
16 Blake & Julianne Budrow o 30 Sarah & Nick French
ECHO is always in need of food and non-perishables, which you can drop off
during their business hours, or at church. Thank you to everyone who
% @ contributed.
EN ¥ Life is an echo. ..
eoperating o ** what you send out,
you get back!
ECHO July Needs:
Breakfast bars Diapers (sz 4-6) Toothbrushes Spaghettios
Shampoo Peanut butter & jelly Feminine products  Tuna Helper
Paper bags Spaghetti & sauce Deodorant Toilet paper
Hamburger Helper Diced tomatoes Canned Tuna Laundry soap

Community Meal is an outreach that our church has participated in for
over 15 years. We serve a healthy, balanced meal to those in our
community who need or desire a freshly prepared meal. It is served
the first Saturday of each month. We began serving it as an indoor
sit-down meal but has transformed into a to-go style meal. We
currently serve over 100 meals each month.

The next Community Meal will be on Saturday, July 4t at 4:00.
The menu is ham & cheese sandwiches, carrots, fruit, chips and
cookies.

Guests can walk into the church from the back parking lot door and pick up meals.

Want to volunteer for Community Meal? You can donate desserts, food prep and assist serving meals
on the day of the meal. Desserts can be dropped off during office hours or a pick-up can be arranged.
Volunteer by contacting Nancy Stabb, Jeanine Fry or Bonnie Stalker, directly, email
bonniebrewer17@hotmail.com, or sign up in the Fireside Room on the clipboard.
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SEEKERS BOOK CLUB NEWS

Seekers book discussion group meets on Thursdays from 4:00-5:30 pm in the
Atrium of the church.

They are reading “The Power of Kindness” by Piero Ferrucci.

You are invited to attend the discussion even if you haven'’t read the book.
For further information, contact Barbara Bendlin at Barbara.bendlin@gmail.com

Reminder: if you take/show your bulletin to Texas Roadhouse
after church on Sunday, 10% of your total bill will be donated

— T E X AS =2 back to the church.

Thought for the month: One simple way to care for people is just by learning the stories
they hold.

R [D]s

On Sunday June 7 we recognized our graduates and music scholars.

High School graduates receiving a gift from Education Ministry were Rae, Max, and
Mikey.

Music Scholars receiving a certificate and stipend check were:

Annabell Colby, Bryson Oliver, Megan Stormes, Tyler Cleveland, Abigail Dalton,
Max Chitek, and Brandon Valdivia Orosco.

Our Scholarship Committee has awarded $3000 each to Chicago Theological Seminary,
Eden Theological Seminary, and United Theological Seminary. Also $2000 each to UCC
related Lakeland College and EImhurst College. Funds came from the Sanger Frick
McBlair and Lee Scholarship Funds for 2026-2027.
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CONSISTORY MEETING June 15%

Appreciations for the Town Hall First Amendment Watch Party that took place at the church on June 14.
Treasure’s Report: Nancy Stabb, treasurer, reports that our Year to Date income is more than expected.
However, our Year to Date expenses are also higher.

Update on impact as a Rock County emergency winter overnight site and proposal for an extended
program in the coming winter. Becky Huber, Coordinator of Prevention and Community Engagement,
Rock County Human Services Department, provided an overview of the services First Congregational
provided for housing during nights of extreme cold temperatures last winter. The feedback from participants
was positive. We served as a winter overnight site for 25 nights last winter, housing 340 guests. Becky then
proposed for next winter they would like to increase the number of people housed to 55. Additionally, they
propose having the site open every night from December 1 to March 15, rather that only opening on nights
where the temperatures are at zero or below. Bonnie Stalker and Ruth Robinson will work together to prepare
a plan for reaching out to the congregation to provide information, answer questions and get feedback. Nancy
will check with our insurance on liability should this plan move forward.

Proposal to create a policy on which alcohol is allowed; Pastor BJ Barlow agreed to develop guidelines to
pass on to the Finance Committee.

Plan for summer camp and movie production: (further details found in Pastor’s Report) The production
will include children from the 4th Ward, along with children from the church with the intention to build
stronger relationships with that sector of our community and beyond. Pastor BJ Barlow outlined the plan for
the production and funding needs. It is Pastor BJ’s intention to make this a “true community project” and to
secure all the funding from outside the church. Darla Dernovsek will be writing a letter to state that the
Consistory supports this project.

Organ evaluation and restoration donation and plan: Bonnie Stalker, representing the Finance Committee,
reports that it has come to the attention of the committee that the church organ is in need of maintenance.
Bonnie reports that Jim Anderson is donating $5000 to initiate the evaluation of needs by a professional. Jim
also has stated that he is willing to add to that amount if it is needed.

Balcony seating safety; Concerns have been raised about the safety of front row seating in the balcony.
Church member, Ron Hull has agreed to fund this. Bill Williams moved that a temporary solution of roping
be approved for the present time. Joan Kalweit seconded the motion. Passed.

Ministry and Task Force Reports

Outreach: Kathy Arndt reports GIFTS meals to be prepared for July 12-15. Sign up will be made available
in the Fireside room.

Education: Pastor BJ Barlow reports that the feedback on the “Prayground” was overwhelmingly positive
there were a few concerns raised about appropriate timing of parents and children walking up to spend time
there.

Finance: The scholarship committee has awarded $3000 to Chicago Theological. Two thousand dollars each
were awarded to Lakeland College and Elmhurst College for 2026-2027. A request was made to establish a
fund to improve the Fellowship Hall kitchen area. Jim Anderson donated $1000 to the fund. The fund will
be managed by Nancy Stabb, Jeanine Fry and Bonnie Stalker. The Hobby Time In/out account funds were
transferred into the operating fund leaving $200 in the account for future use.

Membership: There is a need for more room for Fellowship Hour as the Fireside room has become crowded.
Initial attempts to encourage people to spread out into adjacent areas weren’t initially successful. Hopefully,
it will catch on.

Immigrant Task Force: Neil Deupree reports Faith Community Church will be hosting the Building
Understanding event on June 27, 2026.

Next Consistory meeting will be at 6:30 on August 3, 2026.
Submitted by Deb Lalor, clerk



Outreach Mission for July is GIFTS Men'’s Shelter

GIFTS Men’s Shelter continues to serve unhoused men in Rock County for nearly 20 years with the
help of local churches and countless volunteer hours from people like you. And they are growing!
They have expanded their Shelter to now assist 33 guests each day and night.
Janesville UCC will be preparing dinner 3 nights in July (7/12, 14 & 15). The sign up sheet is available
in the Fireside Room.
We will be collecting necessary items for the guests this month to include:
Paper towels, toilet paper, laundry soap and dryer sheets,
bathroom and shower spray cleaners,
toilet bowl cleaner, ziplock bags, and 13-gallon trash bags
GIFTS Thrift Store is expanding and relocating to a new, larger location to better serve the public.
They will be located next to the post office on Milton Ave beginning in July. Your current donations of
household items and clothing can be brought to 1141 Black Bridge Rd.
When you shop at the Thrift Store, all proceeds are returned to fund Shelter activities.
GIFTS' vision is to be a comprehensive, Christ-centered ministry providing the resources needed to
transform and restore the lives of homeless men, one at a time.

3 M Southern Region of the
Wisconsin Conference UCC
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The Committee on Ministry of the Wisconsin Conference,
United Church of Christ

Invite all members, friends and clergy of the Wisconsin
Conference and the Southern Region to the

Mark your calendar: Installation of Rev. Benjamin J. Barlow
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Sunday, August 29, 2026 at 3:00 p.m.

Hosted by
First Congregational UCC in Janesville

54 S Jackson Street
Janesville, Wl 53548
(608) 752-8716
Clergy are invited to robe and wear their favorite stole.

Service will be livestreamed here.
Reception and cake will follow.

An offering will be received for the
Wisconsin Conference Member in Discernment Scholarship Fund.



SUNDAY SCHOOL AND YOUTH NEWS

2025

SUNDAY!!

JULY 26, 2026
10 AM

MESSY - MESSY - MESSY - MESSY MESSY - MESSY - MESSY!!uunmnt

SUNDAY MORNING YOUTH GROUP

Please be sure to join the BAND APP - it is the way we will be communicating safely and
efficiently going forward. Ask Debi for an invite.
(No Sunday Morning Youth Group meetings in Summer -- back in September)

7/14/26 5:00 — 7:00 PM

B HUMANE SOCIETY
s SN VOLUNTEER DAY

Don’t forget — name
on your bulletin, Debi Cox
turn it iIl, win \ Director of Christian Education
‘ debi@janesvilleuce.org

Chureh: 608-752-8710
Mobile: 1;31-":3‘4‘- 1952

PrayGround
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC
OPEN & AFFIRMING 44
IMMIGRANT WELCOMING G/

54 S. JACKSON STREET, JANESVILLE, WI 53548
JANESVILLEUCC.ORG




voter registration to be sure it is up to date and accurate.

,’"s If you have moved since the last time you voted, this is the time. The Primary Election is

‘ﬁ)’un Elections and the right to vote are in the news almost daily. It is a good time to verify your
cou

August 11. Before July 22 you can update online by going to_ myvote.wi.gov. You can also
mail in a registration form by this deadline. After July 22 you must register in person. There
are different deadlines before the General Election on November 3. If you have questions
you can contact Janesville League of Women Voters at_lwvjvl.org . Carolyn Brandeen, Ruth
Robinson, Nancy Stabb, Neil Deupree & Deb Lalor are among members at church as well as League

of Women Voters members who can help you.

Parish Care, part of Membership Ministry, coordinates “prayer care” requests beyond their care
for shut-in members. Requests for the Prayer Chain are offered at Sunday worship or sent to the
church office.

Serving as the Prayer Chain Ministry are Carolyn Brandeen, Sarah Beers, Karel Cripe, Neil Deupree,
Jeanine Fry, MaryAnn Harris, llah Hartung, Pat Scott, Mary Williams, and Pastor B.J.

An open invitation from the Parish Care team (below) is that others are invited to join the Prayer
Chain. A covenant for the Prayer Chain was adopted by Parish Care in May. It will be available for
those receiving and holding requests for 2027.

Parish Care members are Carolyn Brandeen, Sarah Beers, Karel Cripe, Jeanine Fry, Diane Henrichs,
Pam Maxon, and Pastor B.J. Barlow.

Confidential Prayer Chain Covenant - James 5:16

As a participant in the prayer chain ministry of First Congregational UCC, Janesville I commit to
receiving and holding prayer requests with care, compassion, and integrity.

I understand that many requests shared through this ministry are personal and sensitive. Therefore,
I covenant to keep all prayer concerns strictly confidential. I will not share names, situations, or
details with anyone outside the prayer chain unless I have been given explicit permission to do so.

I agree to pray faithfully for the concerns shared, holding each person in God’s love and grace
without judgment.

If I am ever uncertain about what may be shared, I will err on the side of confidentiality.
I understand that this ministry is grounded in trust, and I commit to honoring that trust in all I do.

By signing below, I affirm my commitment to this covenant and to the sacred responsibility of this
ministry.

Name:
Signature:
Date:
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First Congrcgationa] (nited Church of Christ

Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday mornings 9:00 - 1:00 or by appointment.

Ministers All Members of First Congregational UCC
Pastor Rev. Benjamin ‘B.J.” Barlow

Christian Ed. Director Debi Cox

Music Director Robyn Doege-Brennan

Interim Pianist/Organist Megan Barlow

AV Technician Kaydence Troia

Secretary Becky Kingsbury

Bookkeeper Denise Caldwell

Nursery Coordinator Gwen Charlet

Custodian Matthew Charlet

Church Leadership & Volunteers

President Darla Dernovsek

Treasurer Nancy Stabb

Finance Chair Mike Rundle

Gardeners Barbara Bendlin, Jeanine Fry, Nancy Stabb, Patti York,

Lawn Mowers: Mike Rundle, Martin Huckstep, Tim Green, and Doug Newton.
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