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Fastor’ S Messagc

Growing in Faith, Serving with Love!

Spring is a season of holy awakening. The earth softens, seeds long hidden
begin to stir, and what once seemed dormant bursts again into life. In much the same
way, Eastertide invites us to pay attention to the quiet and powerful ways God is
bringing new life within us. Isaiah speaks directly to this sacred moment: “See, | am
about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” (Is. 43:19). That
question rests before each of us: Do we perceive the new things God is doing?

Perhaps this is the deeper invitation of spring: to ask how the Spirit is calling us
to grow in faith, in love, and in service to Christ. What attitudes, fears, wounds, or
distractions may be holding us back from experiencing the fullness of this season?
Personally, | get stuck in my head when there is a lot on my plate. | can fall into the
trap of allowing the negativity of our world to steal my joy. But, when spring arrives, it
comes as a quiet but persistent gospel proclamation. It offers us hope and reminds us
that resurrection is real. It draws our eyes again to the beauty of creation and gently
nudges our hearts toward gratitude, wonder, and renewed purpose.

As we move through May, our life together as a church beautifully reflects that
spirit of renewal. Each Sunday we will be celebrating with joy and creativity all the good
that God is doing in our midst. On the first Sunday of May, we will celebrate the
baptism of little Bella Rundle—a joyful reminder that God is always making room for
new life and calling us to nurture faith in the generations to come. On Mother’s Day,
we will honor all those who have loved, guided, protected, and cared for us with a
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motherly spirit, giving thanks for the sacred work of nurturing life in others. Later in the
month, we will celebrate our first Renaissance Sunday, coinciding with Ren Faire
weekend in Janesville—an opportunity to embrace creativity, joy, imagination, and
renewal, remembering that faith itself is meant to be continually rediscovered and
enlivened by the Spirit (Yes! You can dress up in Ren Faire garb that Sunday!).

Then, as Eastertide gives way to Pentecost, we will celebrate the gift of the Holy
Spirit—the breath of God that moved fearful disciples into bold and joyful witness.
Pentecost marks another sacred transition: from resurrection wonder to Spirit-filled
living, from reflection to movement, from receiving grace to embodying it in the world.
We will then close the month on Trinity Sunday, centering ourselves in the mystery of
the God who creates, redeems, and sustains all life. And, in a lesser but still joyful
observance, your pastor will celebrate another trip around the sun that Sunday.

May this month be a season in which we awaken more fully to God'’s presence,
open ourselves to holy growth, and step together into the new thing God is doing
among us. Do you perceive the new things God is doing?

On the Journey With You,

Pastor Bawlow /\

ASCENSION DAY

May 14

Thank you to our April liturgists: Sarah Beers, Elizabeth Newby, Neil Deupree.
If you would like to be a liturgist, sign up in the Fireside Room on the clipboard.
Thank you to our April Coffee Hour hosts: Finance Ministry, Seekers.

We would love to have you host Fellowship/Coffee Hour. Please sign up on the clipboard in
the Fireside Room.



May BIRTHDAYS, Happy Day to All!

5 Marlene Gilmore 21 Joy Prom

6 Ann Hyzer 22 Rita Feirn

6 Larry Maxson 25 Blake Budrow
10 Sonja Bagley 26 Larry Barton
17 David Bagley 29 Mike Rundle
17 Tabitha Ebert 31 Jim Briggs

19 Whitney Cioni

May ANNIVERSARIES, Congratulations
3 Tim & Jo Green

17 Barbara & David Bendlin

22 Norm & Joy Prom —

29 Larry & Pam Maxson
31 John & Joellyn Merz

@ contributed.
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ECHO May Needs:

Breakfast bars Diapers (sz 4-6) Toothbrushes
Shampoo Peanut butter & jelly Feminine products
Paper bags Spaghetti & sauce Deodorant
Hamburger Helper Diced tomatoes Canned Tuna

If your name ever gets
missed from the birthday
or anniversary list, please
let Becky know.

ECHO is always in need of food and non-perishables, which you can drop off
during their business hours, or at church. Thank you to everyone who

Life is an echo. ..
what you send out,
you get back!

Spaghettios

Tuna Helper

Toilet paper

Laundry soap

Community Meal is an outreach that our church has participated in for
over 15 years. We serve a healthy, balanced meal to those in our
community who need or desire a freshly prepared meal. It is served
the first Saturday of each month. We began serving it as an indoor
sit-down meal but has transformed into a to-go style meal. We
currently serve over 100 meals each month.

The next Community Meal will be on Saturday, May 2" at 4:00.

The menu is BBQ pork sandwiches, chips, fruit, carrots, cookies.

Guests can walk into the church from the back parking lot door and pick up meals.

Want to volunteer for Community Meal? You can donate desserts, food prep and assist serving meals
on the day of the meal. Desserts can be dropped off during office hours or a pick-up can be arranged.
Volunteer by contacting Nancy Stabb, Jeanine Fry or Bonnie Stalker, directly, email
bonniebrewer17@hotmail.com, or sign up in the Fireside Room on the clipboard.
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Thank you to Paul Finger, our organist/pianist. He retired on
Sunday April 19. We enjoyed his beautiful music and quirky
sense of humor! Best wishes.

Dear members of Janesville First Congregational Church,

Thank you for your generous gifts and cards upon my
resignation. They are another example of your graciousness in my
years with you. I have fond memories of our time together. Paul

P Pastor Barlow, Debi Cox, Jill Gant, and

W Barbara Bendlin attended this year’s

d Annual Conference at Green Lake
Conference Center. The time was full of
wonderful worship, inspiring speakers, and
business session which included the
unanimous approval of another four year
term for our Conference Minister, Rev.
Franz Rigert.

= Wild Ones,
Ch I‘Ch Of We will be meeting for our "Beltane" service on May 9 at 10:00 am.
u Beltane signifies the midpoint between Spring Equinox and Summer
the V\/ 11d .« Solstice. We will meet at Rock River Heritage Park north of Janesville

off River Road. After you enter the park, a couple of hundred feet down
the road, turn left to go to the Pine Pavilion. We will gather near the Pine
Pavilion, but will not be using the pavilion itself, instead

sitting beneath a grove of pine trees. Please bring your own chair.

How Nature Invites Us into the Sacred

If you would like to contribute readings or poetry for the service, please submit before May 4...1 will be
putting the order of service together on May 4.

Happy Spring!

Barbara Bendlin
barbara.bendlin@gmail.com



CONSISTORY MEETING April 20*

Appreciations were expressed for the nice celebration and music at the service celebrating
Paul Finger's last time serving as church organist/pianist. For the Good Friday celebration. For
Jill Gant and Patty York of the Outreach committee visiting the Community Garden.

Nancy Stabb, treasurer, reports that some expenses are higher this time of year, making it
especially important for members to keep up their pledges

Ruth Robinson made the motion to authorize Gale Rundle to move forward with exploring
and organizing designated play areas with portable children’s activities. Jean Schollmeier
seconded the motion. Motion passed.

Pastor Mueller of First Lutheran Church is looking for a physical space for their child care
program while the flood damage to their church is being remediated. The Consistory voted
unanimously to authorize Pastor Barlow to work with Pastor Mueller to provide a temporary
space within our church building as long as it doesn't interfere with the areas used by the
YMCA.

Neil Deupree brought a request to the attention of the Consistory from the Immigration Task
Force. The Wisconsin Immigration Support Network is looking for a space to work with and
provide support to local immigrants. The Consistory voted unanimously to authorize Pastor
Barlow to work with Immigration Support Network in finding a space within the church
building.

A job description was provided for the position of Interim Pianist/Organist. And, updated job
descriptions were provided for the positions of Church Pianist/Organist and Director of Music.

Kathy Arndt from the Outreach Committee reports there will be some shelving built to hold
personal and food items to distribute to people in the community who may come to the
church in need. This will be funded through a donation from Nancy Hough.

Dave Schollmeier from the Education Committee distributed and reviewed printouts of the
Safe Church Guidelines for Children and Youth for First Congregational Janesville.

The finance committee is developing a list of requests for church building improvements
which they plan to prioritize and will begin getting bids to present to the Consistory at a
future time.

Diane Huckstep reports recent activities of the Membership Committee included Potluck for
Paul Finger, Palm Sunday Ice Cream Social and Easter Egg Hunt. Future plans include the
church rummage sale, the Art reception for Lizzie Starling and baptism reception for the
Rundle family.

The next Consistory meeting will be on May 18, 2026 at 6:30 pm at the church.
Submitted by Deb Lalor, clerk



SUNDAY SCHOOL AND YOUTH NEWS

mini Penny Jars

REVOLUTIONS

Sunday School The Sunday School and the Youth
Group have decorated their jars with
the twist that the design had to

\ include a RUBBER DUCKY!
‘>
Vote by adding cash* to your favorite.

v *checks are acceptable

®

We are doing a once-a-month Youth Group Meeting. We are going to get to know each other and PLAN
what we want to do to and have fun!

May10 - Sunday Morning Youth Group

(During the 10:00 service at the same time as Sunday School.)

Youth Events RENASSAINCE FAIRE (M'aj 17) Don’t forget: You should wear

. your Ren Fest costumes in church!

in Md.\j . PEACE POLE GARDEN (June 6) dig, carry, plant, plan to get
dirty!

Lizzie Starling

Inte I"-Generational Art Featuring Acrylic Artist ‘

Birds, Birds
’ ’ Are you, your child

or your grandchild
graduating?

We will celebrate
on June 7th!

Easy origami or TP birds

Debi Cox
Dir. Christian Education
debi@‘janesvi[leucc.orﬁ

Mobile 651-387-4552

& lots of laughter!




Q?fﬁ\y '~ are invited to send your prayer requests to them any Sunday by using a
> yellow slip found in the pews or by calling the church office.

I Ourﬁg}fé/dy Our Parish Care members provide a confidential PRAYER CHAIN. You
1/
\/\
/=

SEEKERS BOOK CLUB NEWS

Seekers book discussion group meets on Thursdays from 4:00-5:30 pm in
the Atrium of the church.

They are reading “Redeeming Eden” by Ingred Faro.

You are invited to attend the discussion even if you haven’t read the book.
For further information, contact Barbara Bendlin at Barbara.bendlin@gmail.com

From Outreach Ministry

The special Outreach offering for the month of May, Strengthen the Church, emphasizes
strengthening the greater UCC mission of inclusiveness and acceptance to everyone - no matter
where they may be on life’s journey. This mission is perhaps more important - more necessary -
more at risk today than ever before with the current political interference and push for the
advancement of Christian Nationalism .

Christian Nationalism distorts, excludes, nullifies and tries to falsify the Jesus messages of love,
compassion and empathy to our neighbors;

the messages of

feeding the poor- welcoming the immigrant, hearing the silenced , recognizing the
disenfranchised and other abled - and showing unconditional love to those who may not look
like us , think like us, love like us, speak like us, pray like us , or vote like us.

The May mission offering will be used in the wider UCC community to counteract and speak
truth to the false, exclusive narrative of loyalty to governments, and
rulers - while promoting the all inclusive teachings of Christ’s love with
no exceptions!
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First Congrcgationa] (nited Church of Christ

Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday mornings 9:00 - 1:00 or by appointment.

Ministers All Members of First Congregational UCC
Pastor Rev. Benjamin ‘B.J.” Barlow

Christian Ed. Director Debi Cox

Music Director Robyn Doege-Brennan

Interim Pianist/Organist Megan Barlow

AV Technician Kaydence Troia

Secretary Becky Kingsbury

Bookkeeper Denise Caldwell

Nursery Coordinator Gwen Charlet

Custodian Matthew Charlet

Church Leadership & Volunteers

President Darla Dernovsek

Treasurer Nancy Stabb

Finance Chair Mike Rundle

Gardeners Barbara Bendlin, Jeanine Fry, Nancy Stabb,

Lawn Mowers: Mike Rundle, Martin Huckstep, Tim Green, and Doug Newton.
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