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Following Christ Beyond Nationalism
A pastoral reflection and invitation

“Christian Nationalism” has become one of the most discussed religious phrases in our country today. Yet
many people understandably wonder: How could strong faith and love of country possibly be harmful?

The answer begins with clarity.

At its core, Christian Nationalism is the belief that any nation (the United States) should be uniquely
defined by Christianity and that political power should protect or privilege one expression of the faith.
Sociologists Andrew Whitehead and Samuel Perry describe it as the fusion of Christianity, national
identity, and political power.

Patriotism itself is not the problem. Christians may love their country, pray for leaders, and participate
faithfully in civic life. The danger comes when loyalty to a nation begins to overshadow loyalty to Christ.
We also see churches promoting Christian Nationalist ideology through patriotic celebrations in worship,
flying flags in the sanctuary, or suggesting “God is on our side” when addressing differences.

The truth is, the Church has faced Christian Nationalism before. Longtime First Congregational Church
member and pioneer of justice in her own right, Nancy Stabb, wrote these words to help clarify the historic
issues of Christian Nationalism saying, “When Christian Nationalists frame wars as holy, authority as
divinely ordained and governmental policies as expressing God’s will, they are in direct opposition to
Constitutional principles.” | would only add that they are also in direct opposition to Christian principles
rooted in humility, mercy, truth, and love of neighbor.

Augustine of Hippo warned that no earthly nation fully represents the Kingdom of God. Centuries later,
Dietrich Bonhoeffer resisted the corruption of Christianity under Nazi nationalism, reminding believers that
faith must never be surrendered to political ideology or national power.
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Still, some Christians argue that “politics do not belong in the church” or that criticizing leaders is
disobedient to God. We are indeed called to pray for leaders and seek the common good. But Scripture
does not teach blind loyalty to any president, party, or nation. In fact, Moses confronted Pharaoh, the
prophets challenged kings, John the Baptist criticized Herod, and when the apostles were ordered to stop
preaching the Gospel, they answered: “We must obey God rather than human beings” (Acts 5:29).

To be clear, Christianity is not called to be partisan either. | will never use the pulpit to promote a political
party or candidate. However, Christians are called to be prophetic. When Christianity is used to justify
fear, exclusion, cruelty, or hostility toward others, the church has a responsibility to speak clearly and
faithfully.

For First Congregational Church of Janesville, this is not new work. Some of the cherished saints of our
church risked their safety and reputation by opposing slavery and serving as a stop on the Underground
Railroad. Their witness reminds us that faithful Christianity has never meant silent Christianity. At times,
following Christ requires speaking truth to power and loving neighbors more than preserving comfort.

Several churches in Janesville are now planning a community conversation around Christian Nationalism
and faithful Christian witness in our time. Anyone interested in helping shape this event is invited to join
the planning team on June 2 at 3:45 p.m. in the Spiritual Arts Center at our church.

After all is said and done, our hope is not found in who wins elections or who holds power. Psalm 20:7
says, “Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the Lord our God.” As
followers of Jesus, we believe the greatest gift ever given is love. May that love shape the conversations
we have, the work we do, and the Gospel we proclaim.

On the Journey Together,
Pastor Bowlow

Thank you to our May liturgists: Mike Rundle, Elizabeth Newby, Nathan Roehl, Linda Salter.

If you would like to be a liturgist, sign up in the Fireside Room on the clipboard.

Thank you to our May Coffee Hour hosts: Rundles (baptism), Outreach, Seekers, and
Membership.

We would love to have you host Fellowship/Coffee Hour. Please sign up on the clipboard in
the Fireside Room.

Thought for the month: You will never see the great things ahead of you if you keep
looking at the bad things behind you.



June BIRTHDAYS, Happy Day to All!

2 Lisa Endl 7 Linda Salter 25
2 Mary Virgil 14 Claire Dieckhoff 25
2 Monette Wiskia 14 Jane Lennox 26
3 Dave Schollmeier 17 Helen Huffman 27
4 David McCabe 18 Jim Gay 27
4 Diana Pike 18 Bonnie Stalker 28
5 Helen, Nick, Ken Forbeck 24 Haley Budrow 28

June ANNIVERSARIES, Congratulations

7 Amy & Tyson Mohr

8 Roger & Jan Willeford

14 Jim & Karel Cripe o
14 Brian & Jan Knutson

19 Gregg & Becky Kingsbury

19
21
24
26
26

Jan Knutson
Pam Maxson
Tom Clippert
Tim Green
Dave Griffiths
Karissa Greer

Lisa Peterson
If your name ever gets

missed from the birthday
or anniversary list, please
let Becky know.

Doug & Melissa Newton
Greg & Katie Shebesta
Mike & Gale Rundle
Dave & Kathy Arndt
Lisa & Tom Peterson

ECHO is always in need of food and non-perishables, which you can drop off
during their business hours, or at church. Thank you to everyone who

% e contributed.
S & Life is an echo. ..
® o “e\?
%0perating t° what you send out,
you get back!
ECHO June Needs:
Breakfast bars Diapers (sz 4-6) Toothbrushes Spaghettios
Shampoo Peanut butter & jelly Feminine products  Tuna Helper
Paper bags Spaghetti & sauce Deodorant Toilet paper
Hamburger Helper Diced tomatoes Canned Tuna Laundry soap

Community Meal is an outreach that our church has participated in for
over 15 years. We serve a healthy, balanced meal to those in our
community who need or desire a freshly prepared meal. It is served
the first Saturday of each month. We began serving it as an indoor
sit-down meal but has transformed into a to-go style meal. We
currently serve over 100 meals each month.

The next Community Meal will be on Saturday, June 6t at 4:00.

The menu is hot dog, beans, coleslaw, fruit, chips, and cookie.

Guests can walk into the church from the back parking lot door and pick up meals.

Want to volunteer for Community Meal? You can donate desserts, food prep and assist serving meals
on the day of the meal. Desserts can be dropped off during office hours or a pick-up can be arranged.
Volunteer by contacting Nancy Stabb, Jeanine Fry or Bonnie Stalker, directly, email
bonniebrewer17@hotmail.com, or sign up in the Fireside Room on the clipboard.
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Wild Ones,

Our next Church of the Wild will be on Saturday, June 20 at 10:00 am at
ChlIPCh Of , Carver Roehl County Park, which is about 14 miles east of Janesville. The
the Wlld park is one of Rock County's most scenic, with limestone outcroppings
along the babbling Springbrook Creek. Our service will focus on water and
rivers and what we can learn by meditating at the creek's edge. For more
information, contact Barbara Bendlin at barbara.bendlin@gmail.com

How Nature Invites Us into the Sacred

Our Parish Care members provide a confidential PRAYER CHAIN. You are
ﬁ\y \ / invited to send your prayer requests to them any Sunday by using a yellow
shp found in the pews or by calling the church office.

SEEKERS BOOK CLUB NEWS

Seekers book discussion group meets on Thursdays from 4:00-5:30 pm in the
Atrium of the church.

They are reading “The Power of Kindness” by Piero Ferrucci.

You are invited to attend the discussion even if you haven’t read the book.
For further information, contact Barbara Bendlin at Barbara.bendlin@gmail.com

Reminder: if you take/show your
bulletin to Texas Roadhouse after
church on Sunday, 10% of your
total bill will be donated back

to the church.

CLASS OF

CONGRATULATIONS
GRADUATES "~
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CONSISTORY MEETING May 18

Appreciations were expressed for the wonderful music on Renaissance Sunday. For Max’s
excellent job of reading the scripture in costume. Pastor BJ expressed appreciation for the broader
church community at the regional level after attending a meeting of the Ministerial Oversight
Committee.

Nancy Stabb, treasurer, Treasurer Nancy Stabb provided a report for the month of April. It was
noted that while our year to date column reflects that we are ahead in giving, we are also ahead in
projected expenses. It is important for members to keep up with pledges and to give more whenever
possible.

* Proposal to form a Capital Campaign Committee: Bonnie Stalker of finance committee
presented the idea of forming a Capital Campaign Committee. The finance committee has begun
developing a list of some of the maintenance needs of our church building, including the need for a
new roof in coming years. The maintenance and updates listed will require hiring outside workers
for repairs which are beyond our volunteers and the church budget. A capital campaign that would
bring awareness to church needs and fund these projects could be a solution. Bonnie Stalker moved
that the Consistory begin forming a Capital Campaign Fund Committee, Gale Rundle seconded the
motion. Motion passed. Darla Dernovsek will begin to research ideas with the help of Rev Barlow.

* The need to improve staff communications, staff roles and interactions among staff was raised. It is
the consensus of the Consistory that a formal system involving staff be developed to look at staff
roles and the need for changes.Plan for how Pastor interacts with ministries and committees:
Reverend Barlow requested a change be made to the expectation that he attend every church
ministry/committee meeting. Instead, he offered to meet with the chair of each ministry regularly
so that particular needs of each committee can be discussed. If his input is further needed. he
would attend the committee meeting. The Consistory supports this change with the understanding
that this plan will be evaluated in 6 months.

* The application of Google Workspace will be free for First Congregational, Janesville, due to our
status as a non-profit. Email accounts should transfer directly. The first step will be to onboard the
staff. The next step will be to begin creating accounts for each of the ministries. The goal is to be
fully in use by the fall.

The Outreach Committee reports that one hundred and ten people were served at the Community
Meal. Plans continue for the Caring Corner project. The Yellow Brick Road will be the focus for June.
The Education Committee is looking into updating the Youth Lounge on the third floor. Debi Cox is
seeking quotes. There will be a celebration of graduates on June 7 with cake. May 24th will be the
last day of Sunday School. On July 26th there will be the Annual Messy Sunday. The Youth Group
will be working with Barbara Bendlin on the Peace Pole Garden on June 6. They will be volunteering
with the Humane Society in July. Seekers has been having 15-20 people attending weekly. Church of
the Wild recently had 26 attendees.

The Membership committee reports that the rummage sale was a big success, bringing in
approximately $1600.

The Immigration Task Force wishes to thank the Outreach Committee for donating $200 towards the
rental of office space to be used for helping immigrants and afford needed privacy. Immigration Task
Force is also working to set up a public viewing of the thirty minute documentary entitled “Jesus Was
an Immigrant”.

The next Consistory meeting will be on June 15, 2026 at 6:30 pm 4««
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SUNDAY SCHOOL AND YOUTH NEWS

We don’t have our regular programs for kids in the summer,
but we DO have our. . .

Summer Bulletin Contest!!

EASY, PEASY RULES ( a new bulletin each week )

1) Work on your bulletin

2) Put your NAME on your bulletin

3) Put your bulletin in the collection box.

4) Win Prizes - more bulletins = better prizes

save the date!

SUNDAY MORNING YOUTH GROUP
Please be sure to join the BAND APP - it is the way we will be communicating

safely and efficiently going forward. Ask Debi for an invite.
(No Sunday Morning Meetings in Summer but we are still having Activities
that we already planned. Check BAND for specific details.)

JUNE 6/6/26 PEACE POLE GARDEN PROJECT
10:00 am

Come ready to use your muscles and get dirty!
Debi will provide lunch and lemonade.
JULY 7/14/26 HUMANE SOCIETY VOLUTEER DAY
5:00-7:00 pm
We will be cleaning cages and making enrichment for dogs.
Pastor Barlow will be going along on this one

Debi Cox

Director of Christian Education
debi@janesvilleuce.org

Chureh: 6o8-752-8710

Mobile: 651-387-4552

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC
OPEN & AFFIRMING A4
IMMIGRANT WELCOMING )
MESSY SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 54 S. JACKSON STREET, JANESVILLE, WI 53548
JULY 26, 2026 (4" An JANESVILLEUCC.ORG




Elections and the right to vote are in the news almost daily. It is a good time to verify your
voter registration to be sure it is up to date and accurate.

If you have moved since the last time you voted, this is the time. The Primary Election is
August 11. Before July 22 you can update online by going to_ myvote.wi.gov. You can also
mail in a registration form by this deadline. After July 22 you must register in person. There
are different deadlines before the General Election on November 3. If you have questions
you can contact Janesville League of Women Voters at_lwvjvl.org . Carolyn Brandeen, Ruth
Robinson, Nancy Stabb, Neil Deupree & Deb Lalor are among members at church.

On Sunday May 17" we had such a wonderful
time with everyone who ventured out to the
+ Renaissance Faire. Thank you, Debi Cox, for
coordinating this special day. And thanks again
to Bounding Main for sharing such beautiful
music in worship that morning. We hope to do
it all again next year!!

Qutreach JUNE Mission is Yellow Brick Road

Yellow Brick Road (YBR) was founded in 2017 after a group of LGBTQ+ people gathered for Thanksgiving and
realized LGBTQ+ families and individuals in the local area needed more safe spaces to gather, more Pride,
more advocacy, and more awareness. Their first Rock County Pride Festival was hosted in 2018, and they’re
more active than ever!

Yellow Brick Road Organization of Rock County represents all LGBTQ+ people and they side with Love and
accept people for who they are, no matter how they identify.

Please join us this month to honor and fund the wonderful work YBR accomplishes with
your financial contributions so they can continue to do their amazing work throughout
Rock County.
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Parish Care, part of Membership Ministry, coordinates “prayer care” requests beyond their care for shut-in
members. Requests for the Prayer Chain are offered at Sunday worship or sent to the church office.

Serving as the Prayer Chain Ministry are Carolyn Brandeen, Sarah Beers, Karel Cripe, Neil Deupree, Jeanine Fry,
MaryAnn Harris, Ilah Hartung, Pat Scott, Mary Williams, and Pastor B.J.

An open invitation from the Parish Care team (below) is that others are invited to join the Prayer Chain. A
covenant for the Prayer Chain was adopted by Parish Care in May. It will be available for those receiving and
holding requests for 2027.

Parish Care members are Carolyn Brandeen, Sarah Beers, Karel Cripe, Jeanine Fry, Diane Henrichs, Pam
Maxon, and Pastor B.J. Barlow.

Confidential Prayer Chain Covenant - James 5:16

As a participant in the prayer chain ministry of First Congregational UCC, Janesville I commit to
receiving and holding prayer requests with care, compassion, and integrity.

I understand that many requests shared through this ministry are personal and sensitive. Therefore,
I covenant to keep all prayer concerns strictly confidential. I will not share names, situations, or
details with anyone outside the prayer chain unless I have been given explicit permission to do so.

I agree to pray faithfully for the concerns shared, holding each person in God’s love and grace
without judgment.

If I am ever uncertain about what may be shared, I will err on the side of confidentiality.
I understand that this ministry is grounded in trust, and I commit to honoring that trust in all I do.

By signing below, I affirm my commitment to this covenant and to the sacred responsibility of this
ministry.

Name:
Signature:
Date:
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First Congrcgationa] (nited Church of Christ

Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday mornings 9:00 - 1:00 or by appointment.

Ministers All Members of First Congregational UCC
Pastor Rev. Benjamin ‘B.J.” Barlow

Christian Ed. Director Debi Cox

Music Director Robyn Doege-Brennan

Interim Pianist/Organist Megan Barlow

AV Technician Kaydence Troia

Secretary Becky Kingsbury

Bookkeeper Denise Caldwell

Nursery Coordinator Gwen Charlet

Custodian Matthew Charlet

Church Leadership & Volunteers

President Darla Dernovsek

Treasurer Nancy Stabb

Finance Chair Mike Rundle

Gardeners Barbara Bendlin, Jeanine Fry, Nancy Stabb,

Lawn Mowers: Mike Rundle, Martin Huckstep, Tim Green, and Doug Newton.
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