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Fastor’ S Messagc

“Something is Stirring this Easter!”

There are moments in the life of a church that feel unmistakably alive—moments when
something deeper than routine is stirring, when faith is not just remembered but experienced, when
love is not just spoken but lived. Easter is one of those moments.

At its heart, Easter is not simply a story about what happened long ago. It is a proclamation
about what is still happening now. Resurrection is not confined to an empty tomb, it is unfolding
wherever hope rises, wherever healing begins, wherever people choose love over fear and justice
over complacency. Easter reminds us that God is always at work bringing life out of what feels
finished, possibility out of what feels closed, and light into places that seemed dim. And that is exactly
what we are witnessing in our life together as a church.

In recent months, we have seen even more people step forward with courage and
compassion. We have watched relationships deepen, ministries expand, and new voices find their
place among us. We have engaged in the sacred work of justice (Palm Sunday Path), not as an
abstract idea, but as a lived commitment to dignity, equity, and love for our neighbors. These are not
small things. These are signs of resurrection among us.

Our church is growing, and as it grows something else is beginning to happen. More and more,
we are hearing stories from people sharing how much this church has meant to them, how they have
encountered God here, how they have found belonging, healing, and purpose. These are what we
might call “God moments.” They often come quietly, in conversations after worship, in messages sent
during the week, in the simple but profound words: “This place matters.”

We should not rush past those moments. They are sacred. They are reminders that what we
are doing together is making a difference—not because of any one person, but because of the Spirit
of Resurrection moving through all of us.

Easter invites us to pay attention to these signs of life and to remain rooted in the Source of
that life. As the movement of love and justice we share continues to grow and spread, the invitation
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before us is simple but essential: stay connected. Stay connected to God through prayer and
worship. Stay connected to one another through presence and care. Stay connected to the work that
calls us beyond ourselves.

Growth is a gift, but it also requires grounding. The more widely love spreads, the more deeply
we must remain anchored in the faith that sustains it. So this Easter season, as we celebrate
resurrection, let us also recommit ourselves to the life we are building together. Let us notice the God
moments. Let us share those stories. Let us continue showing up—with open hearts, willing hands,
and a faith that trusts that God is not finished with us yet. Because the truth of Easter is this: new life
is not just possible, it is already happening through the Love of God in each of us!

HAPPY EASTER,

Pastor Bawlow 1 Cross
3 Nails
4 Given

Thank you to our March liturgists: Barbara Bendlin, Sarah Beers, Patti York, Elizabeth Newby,
and Nathan Roehl.

If you would like to be a liturgist, sign up in the Fireside Room on the clipboard.

Thank you to our March Coffee Hour hosts: Seekers, Outreach Ministry, Ruth Robinson,
Membership Ministry.

We would love to have you host Fellowship/Coffee Hour. Please sign up on the clipboard in
the Fireside Room.

Thought for the month: No matter the situation, never let your emotions overpower your
intelligence.

LAND A short-term working group is forming to develop a Land
Acknowledgement to be presented to the congregation for its
consideration. A Land Acknowledgement is a formal statement that
recognizes the Indigenous people who were the original stewards of the
land on which First Congregational Church is located.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

Our first meeting will be held on April 26, following worship, in the
church atrium. If you might be interested in being part of this ad hoc
group, or if you have questions about the purpose of a Land
Acknowledgement, please consider attending the meeting, or talk to
Anne Laurence one Sunday after church, or email her at

alaurence3 14@gmail.com.
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April BIRTHDAYS, Happy Day to All!

3 Kira Myers 20 Karen Atkins

4 Gillian McCabe 20 Jason Knutson
12 Barbara Bendlin 21 Dennis Hale

17 Diann Condon 22 Tonya Rykowski
19 Jim Anderson 23 George Tucker

26 Doug Newton

If your name ever gets
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1 Dave & Jean Schollmeier let Becky know.
6 Anne & Dan Laurence
22 Quinton & Karissa Greer —

ECHO is always in need of food and non-perishables, which you can drop off
during their business hours, or at church. Thank you to everyone who
contributed.

Life is an echo. ..
what you send out,
you get back!

ECHO April Needs:

Breakfast bars Diapers (sz 4-6) Toothbrushes Spaghettios

Shampoo Peanut butter & jelly Feminine products  Tuna Helper

Paper bags Spaghetti & sauce Deodorant Toilet paper

Hamburger Helper Diced tomatoes Canned Tuna Laundry soap

Community Meal is an outreach that our church has participated in for
over 15 years. We serve a healthy, balanced meal to those in our
community who need or desire a freshly prepared meal. It is served
the first Saturday of each month. We began serving it as an indoor
sit-down meal but has transformed into a to-go style meal. We
currently serve over 100 meals each month.

The next Community Meal will be on Saturday, April 4" at 4:00.
The menu is cheesy potatoes with ham, green bean casserole, fruit
cocktail, rolls & butter, Easter cookies.

Guests can walk into the church from the back parking lot door and pick up meals.

Want to volunteer for Community Meal? You can donate desserts, food prep and assist serving meals
on the day of the meal. Desserts can be dropped off during office hours or a pick-up can be arranged.
Volunteer by contacting Nancy Stabb, Jeanine Fry or Bonnie Stalker, directly, email
bonniebrewer17@hotmail.com, or sign up in the Fireside Room on the clipboard.
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CONSISTORY MEETING March 16

Appreciations were expressed for the weekly opportunity to have coffee with the pastor at Havana Cafe.
Also expressed were appreciations for the music at Sunday morning services.

Nancy Stabb, treasurer, reports that we had an extraordinary income in February as a result of several
members paying their annual pledge in full. This was a timely infusion of money since our expenses are
greater in the winter due to larger utility bills and snow removal expenses. I did not need to withdraw any
money from investments during February. Aslong as members continue to pay pledges in a timely way,
we are in reasonably good shape.

Palm Sunday Path March: Planning is going well. Darla is working on various ways to get the word
out to our community. Three additional churches have confirmed they would like to be involved and will
make announcements at their Sunday services. Neil Deupree is working to put together speakers for the
event. Membership will put together the ice cream social portion of the event. Darla Denovsek had
volunteered to donate some dairy-free, vegan alternative ice cream for those who need it.

Consideration of new tech tools for Consistory communications: Bonnie Stalker provided overview of two
new tech tools that would improve communications for the Consistory, the BAND app and Google
Workshop. The Consistory unanimously agreed to give these two tools a try. Hands on training
workshops for the BAND App would take place in May with the goal of beginning to implement the BAND
app June 1, 2026. Trainings for Google Workshop could take place throughout summer months with the
goal of starting to use it by September 1, 2026. Trainings could also be provided for those new to
leadership positions annually at the beginning of each new leadership season.

Youth group is going “wonderfully”. The Youth group recently filled over 300 eggs for the Easter Egg Hunt

event, which will be open to the community. Efforts are being made to get a second Sunday group started
for older kids.

Ushers and greeters are being organized by Neil Deupree (see Membership report). Members of Finance
will continue with the responsibility of securing money collected and making sure the building is locked
after Sunday services. Both the Memorial and Endowment committees are becoming more active. The
Endowment committee is planning informational meetings on estate planning and legacy giving. A
brochure For Everything There Is A Season has been developed. The Memorial Committee is reorganizing
and planning to contact families regarding unused memorial funds. The YMCA Day Camp will be using
the church again next summer. The finance committee is exploring the possibility of purchasing an
outdoor sign that would be electronic.

The next Consistory meeting will be on April 20, 2026 at 6:30 pm at the church.
Submitted by Deb Lalor, clerk

From Membership Ministry
Mark your calendar for:

April 19 potluck after worship, sign-up sheet in Fireside Room

April 24-25 Church Rummage Sale 8:00-5:00 each day. Sign-up sheet coming.



SUNDAY SCHOOL AND YOUTH NEWS

mini
REVOLUTIONS

Sunday School

NEW thisyear! =————p

Candy  Dairy Queen tokens

Texas Roadhouse meals

Sun, Apr 5 at 10AM

Br| ng you r fl’lendS! Community Easter Egg Hunt

54 S Jackson St, Janesville, WI

We are doing a once-a-month Youth Group Meeting. We are going to get to know each
other and PLAN what we want to do to Be the Church and have fun!

April 12 } Sunday Morning Youth Group

May 10
(During the 10:00 service at the same time as Sunday School.)
| | | i
Youth Events BAKING DAY & PAINTING DAY (dates to be decided)
) RENASSAINCE FAIRE (N\aj 17), PEACE POLE GARDEN (June 6)
Coming soon:  «sgg DEBI FOR DETAILS*

Adult Ed News Fireside Banner

Adult Lent Discussion Group was a e \Went on the PALM SUNDAY PATH
success. Thanks for the great support.

Interested in another group?

e Isnow hangingin the Fireside Room
e Thanks to everyone who participated!

Talk to Debi
Intergenerational News
Art Opportunity Want to help with the “ Are you
bulletin board across from the Upper .
raduating? :

Chapel?  Sign up in Fireside Room & & - Debi Cox

. Tell Debi. We will Dir. Christian Education
or contact Debi e : debi@janesv[”e»‘cc.orﬁ

celebrate in May! Mobile 651-387-4552




I OW%@W Our Parish Care members provide a confidential PRAYER CHAIN. You
|

!_'Z?r J\<\/ are invitqd to send. your prayer requests to them any Sunday by using a
0¢ yellow slip found in the pews or by calling the church office.

SEEKERS BOOK CLUB NEWS

Seekers book discussion group meets on Thursdays from 4:00-5:30 pm in
the Atrium of the church. They are reading “The Whipping Girl: A
Transsexual Woman on Sexism and the Scapegoating of Femininity" by
Julia Serano.

Their next book will be “Redeeming Eden” by Ingred Faro.

You are invited to attend the discussion even if you haven’t read the book.
For further information, contact Barbara Bendlin at Barbara.bendlin@agmail.com
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Sunday March 29 at 1:30 was the Palm Sunday Path march. It started at Town Square and
walked across the Rock River bridge. There were multiple speakers.

Nearly 150 people showed up! Thankful to everyone who came out to promote a positive
message to “Love Your Neighbor... No Exceptions!!”

Here is a picture of the walkers:

From Personnel Committee:

Paul Finger, our organist, will retire effective
Sunday April 19. If you would like to contribute
towards a gift, please put it in the offering plate
marked “Paul”, send it to the church, or use
Easytithe.
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First Congrcgational (United Church of Christ

Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday mornings 9:00 - 1:00 or by appointment.

Ministers All Members of First Congregational UCC
Pastor Rev. Benjamin ‘B.J.” Barlow

Christian Ed. Director Debi Cox

Music Director Robyn Doege-Brennan

Pianist/Organist Paul Finger

AV Technician Kaydence Troia

Secretary Becky Kingsbury

Bookkeeper Denise Caldwell

Nursery Coordinator Gwen Charlet

Custodian Matthew Charlet

Church Leadership & Volunteers

President Darla Dernovsek

Treasurer Nancy Stabb

Finance Chair Mike Rundle

Gardeners Barbara Bendlin, Jeanine Fry, Nancy Stabb,

Lawn Mowers: Mike & Bryan Rundle, Martin Huckstep, Tim Green
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