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Dear Members and Friends of Janesville UCC! 

These last two months have been difficult for those of us 

who have been following or affected by the news of the 

Israel and Hamas war. In recent days we have dared to 

hope as hostages on both sides have been returned home 

into the loving arms of family and friends. War devastates 

families and communities. Beyond that by encouraging 

people around the world to take sides it inevitably results 

in dehumanizing entire groups of people. We lose a bit of 

our own humanity and diminish our soul when this happens. Such immeasurable loss creates within us 

a weariness that makes the joy of our Advent/Christmas season unattainable. So how does a weary 

world rejoice in the midst of such things? This is the focus of our Advent and Christmas journey this 

year.   

Our series from A Sanctified Art is based on a line in the traditional Christmas hymn, O Holy Night. As 

I read it the notes soared in my mind yet there is deep sadness in this hymn. It is profound for our time.  

Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 

till he appeared and the soul felt its worth. 

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, 

for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 

Fall on your knees! 

O hear the angel voices! 

O night divine! 

   Pastor’s Message  
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Tears welled up in my eyes as I think of the children lost to the war, families whose mourning will 

never end. Where can joy be found in this season? If you are struggling to find the hope in these bleak 

times, please join me on a journey of rediscovery of the deeper meaning of Advent, of waiting. Jesus 

was born in a bleak time such as this. Jesus’s family understood the weight and trauma of occupying 

armies. Joseph took his family and fled as refugees of a tyrant leader who was out to kill the children in 

his land. The Christmas story has always lived in the liminal space between weariness and rejoicing. It 

still resonates today because our human story is still unfolding in holy spaces around the world. 

Together we are going to pray for our world. Together we are going to share in our daily delights. 

Together we will find our way in this American landscape where we know as Christians consumerism 

and colonialism will not satisfy our weary hearts or bring us true joy.  

December 3rd we begin our Advent journey. 

December 10th we will witness our Intergenerational pageant, A Very Special Child. 

Christmas Eve 4:00 pm we will have our Candlelight Family Service with Communion. 

              7:30 pm we will have our Traditional Candlelight Service with our choirs. 

We have Advent devotional journals for you to use to guide your during our time of waiting. And on 

December 3, 10, 17, and January 7th we will have an Adult Education class led by Sarah Beers at 

9:00am in the Atrium to help us deepen our reflections on the Advent Devotional How does a weary 

world rejoice?  

I do hope you will join us on this Advent journey where we will remind ourselves how to rejoice. 

Affectionately, 

Pastor Tanya 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship in December 
 

December 3:    Advent #1    Acknowledge Our Weariness    Luke 1:1-23  
 

December 10:  Advent #2    Intergenerational Pageant—A Very Special Child  
 

December 17:  Advent #3    We Allow Ourselves to Be Amazed    Luke 1:56-66  
 

December 24:  Advent #4/   Christmas Eve We Sing Stories of Hope    Luke 1:46-55  
 

December 31:  We Root Ourselves in Ritual    Luke 2:21-38  
 

January 7:        Epiphany We Trust Our Belovedness    Luke 3:21-22 

 

 



 

Thank you to our November liturgists: Barbara Bendlin, Neil Deupree, & Nathan Roehl. 

 

If you would like to be a liturgist, sign-up in the Fireside Room, or logon to 
      https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084aaba722a0f85-fall/124247659#/  

Thank you to our November Fellowship Hour hosts: Kirsten Almo & Larry Black, Diana Huckstep, and 
Debi Cox.  

We would love to have you host Fellowship/Coffee Hour, sign up on the clip-board in the Fireside 
Room, or use this link:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084AABA722A0F85-fellowship  

 

December BIRTHDAYS, Happy Day to All!           

 

1   Jim Hyzer   11  Katie Shebesta    22  Richard Eddings 

1   Norm Prom      13  Diane Holtz     22  Nathan Roehl   

1   Joan Skyles   14  Jill Gant     24  Joan Kalweit 

2   Ronald Hull   15  Ed Atkins        24  Dave Lennox 

3   John Mansur                   19  Karen Teubert    28  Larry Beck 

9   David Jensen   20  Ann Forbeck    30  Melissa Newton 

         

December ANNIVERSARIES, Congratulations 
 

26  Bill & Mary Williams 

31  Jim & Diane Holtz   

 

 

 

 

 

 

   We will no longer be collecting for Grocery Bag Sundays each month, but 

ECHO is always in need of food and non-perishables, which you can drop off 

during their business hours. Thank you to everyone who has contributed.  

            

         Life is an echo…  
            what you send out,  

ECHO December Needs:         you get back! 
Diapers (sz 4-6)          Toothbrushes       Spaghettios 
Peanut butter & jelly   Feminine products       Tuna Helper   
Spaghetti & sauce    Deodorant        Toilet paper   

Diced tomatoes    Canned Tuna        Laundry soap 

Paper bags     Shampoo         Hamburger Helper 

Breakfast bars     
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The next Community Meal will be on Saturday, November 4th 
at 4:00 pm. Brown bag lunches will be available that include 
chili with crackers, carrots, fruit, and cupcakes. 
 

Guests can drive up or walk up to the back door and meals 
will be brought out to them. Contact Bonnie Stalker or Nancy 
Stabb for more information or to volunteer for food prep or 
meal delivery. 

 

Thought for the month:  Follow the Shepherd and not the herd! 

 

To all members, family, friends, and visitors  

Re: Art/Craft/Bake Sale  

You are all invited to be a part of this upcoming church event.  We 

would love everyone to be a part of it.  Whether you are able to donate 

a craft or baked item to sell, come by and buy an item, or bring a 

friend/advertise by word of mouth to those you know; One or all is 

good.  This event will be happening on Sunday December 10th before 

and after service.  Items to be donated for the sale can be dropped off at the church on Saturday 

December 9th between 1:00 pm -5:00 pm, before church Sunday morning, or in the office 

during office hours.  All money raised will go to the general fund.  This is a very nice event for 

all who are so busy during the Christmas season.  Stocking stuffers and baking can be crossed 

off your list. 

Also, we will have a silent auction for historic 

stained glass windows from our sanctuary. We will 

have 4 panels available to auction, 2 of each style 

rectangular and arched.  

Questions? Contact: Joan Kalweit, Diana Huckstep 

or Nancy Stabb. 

Thank you, UCC Crafters 

 

 

 
 
 If you have a church key and are not on a committee and don’t need it 

any more, please return to the church office.  Put it in an envelope with 

your name written on it.  It costs a lot more for the locksmith to make 

church keys, ACE can not do it. 



 

Consistory Highlights from November 29th 

 

Consistory expressed appreciation to members of the church staff: organist Paul Finger, interim choir 

director Abby Goodhall, AV technician Kaydence Troia, and church secretary Becky Kingsbury, who 

organized the decorating of the sanctuary for Christmas. 

 Persons who have taken leadership roles in the church were also thanked: Barb Bendlin for 

leading Seekers; Joan Kalweit and Diana Huckstep for organizing the December 10 fundraiser; Sarah 

Beers for planning and facilitating an Advent study group; Darla Dernovsek, Patti York, and Nancy 

Stabb for their work on the stewardship campaign; and Nathan Roehl, who is always willing to step in 

as liturgist on Sunday mornings.  

Finally, Consistory thanked all members and friends, especially the newer members, whose 

pledges will insure the health and longevity of the church’s ministry.  
 

At the end of October, year-to-date member contributions were down, but after sending out 

quarter 3 statements, contributions are increasing. Also, contributions designated to offset the higher 

utility bills continue to come in, loose offering amounts are higher than anticipated, and the loose coins 

collection raised $510. With cold weather months ahead, there is still concern over the heating costs.  
 

The 2024 stewardship campaign is almost at an end. At this point last year, 65 pledges had been 

received totaling $135,000. This year 70 pledges have been received so far, totaling $156,000. Another 

$10,000 can be anticipated from persons who do not pledge but give regularly.  
 

Pastor’s Report Highlights 

 • Advent worship services will center on the theme “How Does a Weary World Rejoice?” This year’s 

pageant, “A Very Special Child,” will be presented on December 10 and will include both adults and 

children. There will be no morning service on Christmas Eve; the Advent liturgy will be included in the 

afternoon and evening services.  

• As part of the church’s outreach, Pastor Tanya will be adding daily inspirational quotations and 

images to Instagram and Facebook based on the Advent theme “How Does a Weary World Rejoice?” 

Christian Education Director Debi Cox will also be creating Facebook posts.  

• The church welcomed four new members on November 12: Benjamin Fraunfelder, Mary Jo Manus, 

Bruna Rundle, and Elyon Vande Werken.  

• Parker High School student Kaydence Troia has been hired as AV technician. The director of music 

position remains unfilled.  

• Pastor Tanya will be on vacation from December 25 through January 4 and will return to the pulpit on 

January 7. Rev. Lori Powell will be leading worship on December 31.  
 

Church Ministries  

• Outreach Ministry reports that the ECHO Toy Drive is underway and that December’s mission will 

be the Christmas Fund.  

• Christian Education Ministry reports that Faith Formation will begin in January and include five 

sessions.  

• Finance Ministry reports that the historical renovation account has been closed and the approximately 

$2,000 moved to the operating budget and that the church is still looking to contract with someone who 

will do snow removal for the parking lot and sidewalks 
 

Submitted by Linda Stehura 
 



 

  SUNDAY SCHOOL AND YOUTH NEWS 
 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT “A Very Special Child”            

Pageant December 10, 2023 

Rehearsal #1 immediately after church on Dec. 3  

Rehearsal #2 Saturday Dec 9 (day before the pageant) at 10:00 AM 

Note:  If you cannot get to either rehearsal, it will be fine, but please                   

let Debi know.   

Thanks so much for the great turn out for our coloring day to decorate the 

puppets for the pageant.  They are all ready to go.  I still need a few readers and 

puppet-holders for the pageant so if you are available, please let me know.   

******************************************************************* 

ADVENT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

During Advent, the Sunday School will be using the “How Does a Weary World Rejoice?” lessons.  

We will learn more about the characters that will be in our play and develop a greater understanding of 

people who are in Luke’s version of the Christmas Story.  (LUKE 1-3)  

Dec. 3   “Sometimes it’s Hard to Believe Good News.” 

Dec. 10   Pageant (No Sunday School) 

Dec. 17   “God Does Amazing Things.” 

Dec. 24   Christmas Eve (no Sunday School) Family Service 4:00  

                                                                                                                                     

                                             

 

                                                                                                                        

 

 

 

      

                                                                   



 

         
       
 Congratulations to our 2023-2024 

 Music Scholars: 

 Cal Sanchez, Jacob Parker, Lucy Natale, 

 Abby Troia, Sonia Tomasiewicz, and  

 Lily Gibney.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes Regarding Christmas: 

1. We will be displaying Nativity sets from around the world.  You can bring yours starting 
December 3rd and pick up December 17th. 

2. We will not have our usual Giving Tree this year.  We will instead participate in ECHO’s 
Christmas Toy Drive.  We are asking for monetary donations or $30.00 gift cards from 
Target or Farm and Fleet.  There will be envelopes in the pews with a due date of 
December 3rd. 

 

SEEKERS BOOK CLUB NEWS 

Seekers book discussion group meets on Thursdays from 4:00-5:30 pm on the 2nd floor 
of the church. They are reading the book, "Seeking Enlightenment Hat by Hat” by 
Nevada Barr.  You can attend even if you haven’t read the book. For further 
information, contact Barbara Bendlin at bbendlin@centurytel.net 
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This art piece is called a 

Mandala Mosaic.  It was 

created by our church 

members. Each Sunday in 

October another ring was 

added, related to Pastor 

Tanya’s sermons. The theme 

was “Our Money Story”.  The 

4 rings are for Remembering, 

Releasing, Reimagining, and 

Restoring. 

 

 

 

 

 

From Outreach: 

2023 CHRISTMAS FUND 
The Christmas Fund is one of the UCC-wide special missions. It has been in existence for over 
100 years.  The Fund cares for active and retired clergy and lay employees of the UCC who are 
in need through emergency grants, supplementation of small annuities, health premium 
supplementation, and “thank you” gifts. It is funded exclusively through donations and is managed 
by pension boards. We encourage you to prayerfully consider your support for this year’s mission. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Join Sarah Beers on Sundays, December 3, 10, 17, 
at 9:00 in the Atrium.  She will lead a discussion 
about Advent. 
 
 
 



 

New members who joined on Sunday, November 12th.  

 Bruna Rundle  Ben Fraunfelder  MaryJo Manus           Elyon Vande Werken 

 

 

 
The stained-glass windows 
are looking amazing. The 
Caring for God’s Creation 
window is well on its way. The 
Silent Night of Our Refuge is 
in the beginning stages. Here 
are some photos for you to 
appreciate the detail work that 
is going into their fabrication. 
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First Congregational United Church of Christ 
Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday mornings 9:00 - 1:00 or by appointment. 

 
 

Ministers All Members of First Congregational UCC 

Pastor Rev. Dr. Tanya Sadagopan 

Christian Ed. Director Debi Cox 

Interim Director of Choirs Abby Goodhall  

Pianist/Organist Paul Finger 

AV Technician Kaydence Troia 

Secretary Becky Kingsbury 

Bookkeeper Denise Caldwell 

Nursery Coordinator Gwen Charlet 

Custodian Matthew Charlet 
 

 

Church Leadership & Volunteers 

 President                                  Tom Clippert 

 Treasurer                                 Nancy Stabb 

 Finance Chair Mike Rundle 

 Volunteer Coordinator Diane Holtz  

          Gardeners Nancy Stabb, Barbara Bendlin, Jeanine Fry, Tani Abendroth,  

  Tabitha Ebert & Josh Streeter    

 Lawn Mowers: Mark Carlson, Dave Schollmeier, Mike Rundle, Josh Streeter,  

  Doug Newton, David Arndt 

First Congregational Church 

54 South Jackson Street 

Janesville, WI  53548 
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