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They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. They shall build up the ancient 

ruins; they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities. You shall be named ministers of our 

God; you shall enjoy the wealth of the nations. For I, the LORD, love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing. I will make 
an everlasting covenant with them. All who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the LORD has 

blessed.                  Isaiah 61:3-9 Excerpts  

 
Greetings Members and Friends of Janesville UCC! 
 

The trees are blazing with amazing color alive with the joy of autumn. Our farmers are bringing in their corn before they 

put their fields to rest. This is the time of harvest, of gathering, and of breathing in deeply the beauty of God’s world. It is 

also the time for generosity. We remember that God gave us all that we have and Christ calls us to share a portion of those 

gifts with the “justice seekers”, “do gooders”, “prophets” and “holy artists” of our time. Our church strives to bring joy 
and justice, mercy and melodies to our community. Your generosity of your time, your money, and your resources makes 

that marvelous work possible.  
 

Because of YOU our Church Changes Lives. 
 

The scripture Isaiah 61 is talking about the people who are busy doing what the Lord requires of them— like Micah 6:8 

reminds us to do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with God. These people are called “oaks of righteousness, the 
planting of the Lord.” We are those people! How amazing that we can be called great trees of our world? All along Racine 

Street here in Janesville there are tall oaks. I watch as they begin to turn a ruddy brown lining the street. Oaks are tall and 

majestic trees giving shade during the summer and becoming the most brilliant sentry of fall standing guard before winter 

has her way. 
 

But Isaiah has more to say about who we are—we shall build up the ancient ruins, repair the ruined cities, and be named 
ministers of our God. As we are called to build up our communities and love justice as the Lord loves justice, we become 

ministers, all of us and then a people who is blessed by God.  

   Pastor’s Message  
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Isaiah 61 could be summed up like this.. 
 

Stand Tall. Do Good. Love God. Be Generous. Receive Blessings. 
 

Thank you for being a part of the people who stand tall in our community. Thank you for giving so generously of your 
time and your financial gifts.  
 

Thank you for being Ministers of God! 
 

Pastor Tanya 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

             Oak by the water in Central Wisconsin 

 

 

 

Worship in November 
 

November 5:     RESTORE: Our Money Story #4 
 

November 12:    Stewardship Commitment Sunday 
 

November 19:    Gleaning A Good Harvest-Gratitude 
  
November 26:    Thanksgiving Leftovers   Guest Preacher Alan Timm 

 

Thank you to our October liturgists: Nathan Roehl, Neil Deupree and Sarah Beers. 

 

If you would like to be a liturgist, sign-up in the Fireside Room, or logon to 
      https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084aaba722a0f85-fall/124247659#/  

Thank you to our October Fellowship Hour hosts:  Daisie Abler, Diana Huckstep, Consistory. 

We would love to have you host Fellowship/Coffee Hour, sign up on the clip-board in the Fireside 
Room, or use this link:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084AABA722A0F85-fellowship  

Thanks to our October ushers and to those who stepped up at the last minute to help during the 
offering. Please sign up on the clipboard in the Fireside Room for future months. 
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November BIRTHDAYS, Happy Day to All!           

 

2   Elizabeth Dunwiddie 100   13  Sarah Gehri     21  MaryAnn Harris 

3   Richard Klossner      14  Janette Soddy    23  Tony Dieckhoff   

4   Robert Popian   18  Nathan Merz    29  Quinn McCabe 

6   Alexa Clark   19  Lucia Hyzer       29  Jan Willeford 

11  David Arndt                   21 Logan Bagley    30  Marie Hartung  

         

November ANNIVERSARIES, Congratulations 
 

1  Rob & Gina Swenson   

 

 

 

 

 

   We will no longer be collecting for Grocery Bag Sundays each month, but 

ECHO is always in need of food and non-perishables, which you can drop off 

during their business hours. Thank you to everyone who has contributed.  

            

         Life is an echo…  
            what you send out,  

ECHO November Needs:         you get back! 
Diapers (sz 4-6)          Toothbrushes     Spaghettios 
Peanut butter & jelly   Feminine products     Tuna Helper   
Spaghetti & sauce    Deodorant      Toilet paper   

Diced tomatoes    Dish soap      Canned Tuna/Chicken 

Brown paper bags    Shampoo      Laundry Soap 

Hamburger Helper    Breakfast bars     Soups 

 

SEEKERS BOOK CLUB NEWS 

Seekers book discussion group meets on Thursdays from 4:00-5:30 pm on the 2nd 
floor of the church. They will be reading the book, "Seeking Enlightenment Hat by 
Hat” by Nevada Barr beginning Thursday, November 9.  There is NO Seekers on 
November 2nd.  You can attend even if you haven’t read the book. For further 
information, contact Barbara Bendlin at bbendlin@centurytel.net 
 

 

The next Community Meal will be on Saturday, November 4th 
at 4:00 pm. Brown bag lunches will be available that include  
tator-tot casserole, fresh fruit, roll/butter, spice cookies. 
 

Guests can drive up or walk up to the back door and meals 
will be brought out to them. Contact Bonnie Stalker or Nancy 
Stabb for more information or to volunteer for food prep or 
meal delivery. 

 

If your name ever gets  

missed from the birthday  

or anniversary list, please  

let Becky know. 

mailto:bbendlin@centurytel.net
http://echojanesville.org/


 

 

 
Spencer LaJoye concert t-shirts are now $10 each!  We 
have medium, large and extra-large shirts available. Pick 
one (or two) up for your LGBTQ+ supportive friends or 
family... the holidays are coming!  

Cash, check or Easytithe   

 
 

 

 

On October 7th we hosted Spencer Lajoye in Concert! 

It was a marvelous evening. Special shout out to the 

Outreach Ministry for their hard work on the event and 

to all the volunteers who made the concert run so 

smoothly.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your cards, flowers, gifts, texts, and emails after my knee 

replacement surgery.  It was a painful recovery at first but your 

thoughtfulness always lifted my spirits.  I’m happy to be back to work… 

sitting in the recliner got pretty boring!  Thanks also to Bonnie Stalker for 

her awesome job covering for me.      Becky Kingsbury 



 

Audio-Visual Technician Job Opening 

Working closely with Darla Dernovsek and researching similar positions, we created a new 

Sunday only position that would be in charge of video streaming and running the sound system 

based on a proposed hourly wage of $18/hour or more based on experience. This is an ideal 

position for a high school or college aged person who has some experience with sound and/or 

AV equipment. Please share about this position within your community. 

 
To: All members, family, friends, and visitors  

Re: Art/Craft/Bake Sale  

You are all invited to be a part of this upcoming church event.  We 

would love everyone to be a part of it.  Whether you are able to donate 

a craft or baked item to sell, come by and buy an item, or bring a 

friend/advertise by word of mouth to those you know; One or all is 

good.  This event will be happening on Sunday December 10th before 

and after service.  Items to be donated for the sale can be dropped off at the church on Saturday 

December 9th between 1:00 pm -5:00 pm or before church Sunday morning.  All money raised 

will go to the general fund.  This is a very nice event for all who are so busy during the 

Christmas season.  Stocking stuffers and baking can be crossed off your list. 

Also, we will have a silent auction for historic 

stained glass windows from our sanctuary. We will 

have 4 panels available to auction, 2 of each style 

rectangular and arched.  

Questions? Contact: Joan Kalweit or  

Diana Huckstep 

Thank you, 

UCC Crafters 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving prayer to share at your table this year: 

Dear Lord, Thank You for this gift of food You’ve place upon our table—And help 

us all to do Your work in any way we’re able. 

 



 

From OUTREACH: November’s Mission is Pastor’s Discretionary Fund  
 

The discretionary fund is for financial support that is not included in our budget.  It is available 

to the pastor to use for individuals needing assistance.  Some of the needs that the pastor has 

responded to include gas cards for individuals with transportation needs, gift cards to local 

restaurants, and assistance with small home repairs.  Also, the pastor has used the fund to send 

flowers to hospitalized church staff.   

The discretionary fund relies on donations from church members.  At the present time, the fund 

is low.  We ask that this month members of the congregation consider making a donation to this 

fund.   You can make a donation using the envelopes found in the pews or electronically using 

EasyTithe.   

Dave Schollmeier 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Consistory Highlights from October 24th 

 
Consistory expressed appreciation to Nancy Stabb for her work with the Stewardship Committee, the Outreach 
Ministry’s financing of the Spencer LaJoye concert, and the church’s finances; Diana Huckstep for her 
contributions to coffee hour; George Tucker and Patti York, who, when available, have volunteered to bring 
Sunday services back online; Jeanine Fry and Becky Behling and all community meal volunteers who served not 
only the expected 70 to 80 people but also an additional 25 people; Bonnie Stalker for her work in the church 
office; Linda Stehura for preparing Consistory minutes as well as highlights for Tower Notes; and Outreach 
Ministry for bringing the Spencer LaJoye concert to our church and community. 
 
Year-to-date member contributions are down by almost $20,000 while year-to-date expenses outpace year-to-date 
income by about $18,500. To address this problem, the following actions are being taken: a financial 
statement will be included in the Sunday bulletins; quarter 3 reports will be mailed rather than sent via email; a 
special appeal is being included with the quarter 3 mailings; and additional fundraisers are in progress—the 
loose change competition and a possible silent auction of stained-glass windows. 
 
The afternoon and evening services on December 24 will incorporate the Sunday morning Advent #4 liturgy, thus 
eliminating the morning service. Those who do not wish to drive at night will be encouraged to attend the 
afternoon service. 
 
Church Ministries 
• The church’s Outreach Ministry will participate in the Halloween festivities at Fourth Ward Park, will 
look for ways members can support humanitarian relief for the Gaza-Israel situation, and will ask for a 
special offering in November to support the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. The Spencer LaJoye concert 
was a success with 44 persons attending and a fundraising total of almost $700. 
• The Education Ministry is planning an intergenerational Christmas pageant for December 10. 
• The Finance Ministry reported that consolidation of investments should be completed by the end of the 
year, that negotiations for snow removal are in progress, and that sections of balcony pews will be 
removed so that the new stained-glass windows are visible. 
• The Membership Ministry has completed the updating of the membership rolls. Pastor Tanya will offer 
an informational session on October 29 for anyone interested in joining the church; new members will 
be received on November 12. 
 
Pastor’s Report Highlights 
• November worship services will continue with the Our Money Story series; the month of Advent will 
follow the series How Does a Weary World Rejoice. 
• Becky Kingsbury has returned fulltime to her position as church secretary. 
• The church has welcomed Paul Finger as interim pianist and organist and Abby Goodhall as interim 
director of choirs. The audio-visual technician position has yet to be filled. 
• Pastor Tanya is reaching out to church members who have not been in contact with the church for a 
while as she continues to provide pastoral care through visits, calls, and messages. 
• On October 4 Pastor Tanya travelled to Madison to offer testimony against the anti-transgender bills 
that the legislature wanted to pass. Though she was not recognized to speak at the hearing, she did 
submit a written statement. 
• Pastor Tanya will be taking vacation days in October and November. On November 26, the church will 
welcome Alan Timm as guest preacher. 
 
Submitted by Linda Stehura 

 



 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND YOUTH NEWS                 
Caring for God’s Creation.  In October we had been talking about being “keepers” of Creation.  

We reused some of the church’s trash to make greeting cards.  We planted bulbs around the 

Peace Pole in our front lawn.  And we talked about trees and the great mycorrhizal network 

that connects them.  They are an important part of healing the earth from the effects of having 

humans living on it.  This series will continue until November 19. 

                                     

_____________________________________________________________________________________    

It is time for us to start working on our Intergenerational Christmas Pageant.  We have a 

wonderful script that comes with some original music that our choir will be working on.  I need 

lots of volunteers to help me make this a success.  It will be so much fun!  Here is a sneak peek.  

Pageant December 10, 2023 

 

      

 

 
 

 



 

 
 If you have a church key and are not on a committee and don’t need it 

any more, please return to the church office.  Put it in an envelope with 

your name written on it.  It costs a lot more for the locksmith to make 

church keys, ACE can not do it. 

 

 
 
Stewardship Campaign  
By now you should have received a Stewardship Packet in the mail.  If you did not receive this 
mailing before the end of October, please call the church office at 608.752.8716 and we will get 
it to you as soon as possible.  
 

Our congregation changes lives. The mission and ministry of our church changes hearts.  
 

The Stewardship team is asking you to prayerfully ponder the connection between your 
discipleship and your sharing of resources. How do you bring your best before God? What can 
you bring as part of your offering – in time, and in talents – to serve God and neighbor? 
 

Please return your commitment card and survey to the church on or before Nov. 12. As always, the 
cards represent your best intentions based on what you know now and can be adjusted at any time if 
your circumstances change. 
 

The Stewardship Team – Patti York, Nancy Staab and Darla Dernovsek – thank you for prayerfully 
considering your commitment to our congregation. Because of you, our congregation truly does 
change lives! 
 
Note from Finance Ministry: 
 

Special thanks to all members who are current in their planned giving to the work of the church in 
2023. If you are behind, I invite you to catch up on your pledge.  
As of September 30th, we are $13,000 behind in our anticipated giving which is creating a 
budget deficit. Your pledge and additional gifts matter.      Nancy Stabb, Treasurer 

 

Thought for the month:  When my arms can’t reach the people I love, I hug 
them with my prayers. 

 

Notes Regarding Christmas: 

1. We will be displaying Nativity sets from around the world.  You can bring yours starting 
December 3rd and pick up December 17th. 

2. We will not have our usual Giving Tree this year.  We will instead participate in ECHO’s 
Christmas Toy Drive.  We are asking for monetary donations or $30.00 gift cards from 
Target or Farm and Fleet.  There will be envelopes in the pews starting mid November 
with a due date of December 4th. 



 

Wednesday November 8th 3:30 pm 

Wisdom&Wonder: guided forest walks for seekers and spirituals 
Wisdom-and-Wonder.com - WisdomWonderWI@gmail.com 
 

Wisdom&Wonder creates sacred spaces for individuals and communities to grow in their 
love for Nature, others, and self. 
 

Through guided forest walks and retreats, Wisdom&Wonder encourages participants to 
slow down and soak in the atmosphere of the outdoors. This Japanese practice of shinrin 
yoku, or “forest bathing”, is shown to promote physical, mental, and emotional wellbeing. 
Wisdom&Wonder simultaneously tends to the soul by turning to poetry, ancient wisdom, 
and contemplative prayer. 
 

Zayna Thomley is a certified Forest Therapy 
Guide through The Forest Therapy School 
and an ordained minister of the United 
Church of Christ. She’s felt a calling to the 
forest as long as she’s felt a calling to the 
church and through her work with 
Wisdom&Wonder creates a ministry that 
encompasses both. She feels particularly 
called to craft and lead forest walks with 
Women and Queer clergy in need of 
restorative sabbath practices and the 
unchurched who long for sacred 
experiences outside the walls of religious 
institutions. 
 

First Congregational UCC, Janesville 
Walking at Robert O Cook Memorial Arboretum 
90 Minute Guided Forest Walk 
Participants should dress for the weather 

Each person who intends to join us must fill out a participant form and release at:  

https://wisdom-and-wonder.com/participant-information-agreement-and-release-form/ 

 

 

GOT LOOSE COINS? Be sure to drop them off at the office or put into 

our water jugs on November 5th.  We will be counting up the coins for 

our church mini-fundraiser in time to announce which side won on 

Sunday November 12th! 

 

 

 

https://wisdom-and-wonder.com/participant-information-agreement-and-release-form/
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First Congregational United Church of Christ 
Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday mornings 9:00 - 1:00 or by appointment. 

 
 

Ministers All Members of First Congregational UCC 

Pastor Rev. Dr. Tanya Sadagopan 

Christian Ed. Director Debi Cox 

Interim Director of Choirs Abby Goodhall  
Interim Pianist/Organist Paul Finger 

Secretary Becky Kingsbury 

Bookkeeper Denise Caldwell 
Nursery Coordinator Gwen Charlet 

Custodian Matthew Charlet 
 

 

Church Leadership & Volunteers 

 President                                  Tom Clippert 

 Treasurer                                 Nancy Stabb 
 Finance Chair Mike Rundle 

 Volunteer Coordinator Diane Holtz  

          Gardeners Nancy Stabb, Barbara Bendlin, Jeanine Fry, Tani Abendroth,  
  Tabitha Ebert & Josh Streeter    

 Lawn Mowers: Mark Carlson, Dave Schollmeier, Mike Rundle, Josh Streeter,  

  Doug Newton, David Arndt 

 

First Congregational Church 

54 South Jackson Street 

Janesville, WI  53548 
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