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If any of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God, who gives to all generously and ungrudgingly, and it will be given you.  

             James 1:5 

Greetings Members and Friends of Janesville UCC, 

We are beginning to enjoy the longer summer days and are grateful for receiving a little rain for which 

we were fervently praying. Your church is still hard at work bringing the good news of God’s love to 

all who come through our unique blue doors.  

A special shout out to all who attended our PRIDE SERVICE on June 25th. Many of you answered the 

question, “Why is it important that your church be Open and Affirming?” at the end of our service. 

Your answers were so moving.  

Why is it important to you that Your Church is Open and Affirming? 

Because God created all of us and who are we to judge? All people and all gender identities 

deserve to be cared about. Because being gay is not a choice. Because I am non-binary. Many of 

the children I serve don’t fit in. I want a world where they do fit in. Because I have a brother 

that is gay, and I watched him grow up in a world that was not accepting. Because Jesus 

included everyone. I have two relatives that are much more comfortable with themselves after 

they came out. Because tolerance is not ok. I don’t want to be in a church that sets out to hurt 

people. We are made in God’s image and to deny any person for any reason would be denying 

God.  

Many of us were crying after we heard all your answers. It saves lives to welcome people of all 

sexualities and gender identities. God’s inclusive love is important. You matter to God and to us! 

In addition, thank you to all who filled out my theological questions survey! Based on your questions I 

have put together a four-part Summer Series “You Asked”.  Each week we will explore one of the 

scriptures that you suggested.  After each sermon, a member will be invited forward to draw out 4 

   Pastor’s Message  
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questions you posed and I will attempt to answer them! It should prove to be rapid fire summer fun. 

Join us as we seek to find wisdom together! 

July 30th our new Director of Christian Education will be hosting a “Messy Art” day at church for kids 

of all ages! Bring your family, your grand kids and others to enjoy the fun of summer messy art! You 

can sign up by emailing the office or contacting Debi directly (Debi@Janesvilleucc.org). 

Don’t forget to send us your vacation postcards so we can see the amazing places you are visiting. And 

while you are with us, bring a friend, bring someone who would benefit from being in such a 

welcoming and inclusive place. 

Seeking wisdom with you, 

Pastor Tanya  

 

Worship in July 
 

July 2:     Guest Preacher 
 

July 9:     Reflections on General Synod #34 
 

July 16:   Summer Series #1 “You Asked” – Daniel, Revelation, and Apocalyptic Literature 
 

July 23:   Guest Preacher 
 

July 30:   Summer Series #2 “You Asked” – Women Heroes of the Old Testament 
  

 

Thank you to our June liturgists:  Neil Deupree, Karel Cripe, Nathan Roehl and Sarah Beers. 
 

If you would like to be a liturgist, contact Diane Holtz, or logon to 
      https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084aaba722a0f85-fall/124247659#/  
 

Thank you to our June Fellowship Hour hosts: Christian Education Ministry, Rita Feirn & Linda 
Stehura, Kristin Almo & Larry Beck and Outreach Ministry.  

 

We would love to have you host Fellowship/Coffee Hour, sign up on the clip-board in the Fireside 
Room, or use this link:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084AABA722A0F85-fellowship  
 

Thanks to our June ushers  Kayla Hartung, Gary Teubert and Larry Beck, plus those who step up at 
the last minute to help out during the offering.  Please sign up on the clipboard in the Fireside Room. 

 

 

 

Please join us for a church clean-up day on Saturday July 

22nd from 8:30 to 11:30, even if you are able to help only 

for a short time.  We will be focusing our efforts on the 

outside of the church cleaning out weeds, trimming shrubs, 

etc.  No sign-up is required. 
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July BIRTHDAYS, Happy Day to All!           

 

1    Richard Harper   10  Josh Streeter 24  Mark Eyster 

1    Jack Shebesta       12  Mark Gilmore       24  Travis Grossen    

1    Seth Essen   15  Bo Klotz  25  Gerald Albers 

3    Joellyn Merz   16  Brittney Mansur 29  Matthew & Rachel Grossen   

4    Gillian McCabe     20  Matthew Cramer 30  Henry Shebesta 

5    Donna Twining   21  Jillian Groth  31  Jamie Dieckhoff 

7    Alexandra Schmidt   21  John Merz  31  Dave Groth 

     31  Gina Swenson       

     

 

July ANNIVERSARIES, Congratulations 
 

4    Warren & Joy Myers  19  Larry Beck & Kirsten Almo 

6    Krista & Nate Schmidt  20  Lisa & Dawn Endl 

8    Travis & Jennifer Grossen  23  Lucas & Kelsey Contreras 

16  Blake & Julianne Budrow  30  Sarah & Nick French 

18  Ann & Matt Forbeck 

 

 

The next Community Meal will be on Saturday July 1st at 4:00. 
Brown bag lunches will be available that include hot dogs, 
coleslaw, beans, and fruit parfait. 
 

Guests can drive up to the back door and meals will be delivered       
to their vehicle. Contact Bonnie Stalker (608-290-4098) or Nancy           
Stabb at (608-302-9944) for more information. 
 

 

 

Thought for the month:  Someday is not a day of the week.  

 

 

   As we are fed at Christ’s table we go out to feed others. 

The first Sunday of every month is Grocery Bag Sunday. 

Take one home and fill it with some items listed below. 

   Thank you to everyone who has contributed.      

          Life is an echo… 

             what you send out,  
ECHO July Needs:           you get back! 
Diapers (sz 4-6)          Toothbrushes     Spaghettios 
Peanut butter & jelly   Feminine products     Tuna Helper   
Spaghetti & sauce    Deodorant      Toilet paper  

Diced tomatoes    Dish soap      Canned Tuna/Chicken 

Brown paper bags    Shampoo      Laundry Soap 

Hamburger Helper    Breakfast bars     Soup 

If your name ever gets  

missed from the birthday  

or anniversary list, please  

let Becky know. 

http://echojanesville.org/


 

 

The First Congregational United Church of Christ 
has awarded Kira Myers a scholarship from the 
Saenger, Frick, McBlair, Lee Scholarship 
Endowment for the 2023-2024 academic year.    

In addition $7500 
from the Saenger, 

Frick, McBlair, Lee Endowment was equally distributed to 
Lakeland College, Northland College, the Chicago 
Theological Seminary, the Eden Theological Seminary and 
the United Theological Seminary.   

Scholarship Committee: Ann Hyzer, chair, Nancy Stabb, 
Lisa Peterson 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Thanks to Barbara Bendlin, 

Tabitha Ebert and Josh Streeter 

for re-doing the garden by the 

parking lot door.  It gets more 

beautiful each day! 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Bonnie Stalker is joining our staff as our Temporary Office Assistant to 
support Becky Kingsbury while she prepares to have knee replacement 
surgery in September. Bonnie will be covering the office on Tuesdays 
and will be training with Becky on Wednesdays. Please sign up to help 
Becky as a volunteer on Thursdays from 10 am - 12 noon. 
 
Personnel Committee 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spencer LaJoye Concert on 
Saturday, October 7th. 

 

 

 

 



 

Sunday School and Youth News                                                 

We need volunteers to help with 

Sunday School! For July, we need a 

few people to help with the ‘Messy 

Summer Sunday School’.  If you are 

interested, please contact Debi Cox 

(debi@janesvilleucc.com or text  

651-387-4552.  We still have plenty 

of time to get you up to speed so 

that you don’t miss out on all that 

messiness!  All you need is a willing 

heart.  Debi will supply all the 

“messy”! Thanks! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Christian Education Department was gifted this lovely piece 

of artwork by artist Teresa Nguyen (gift of Nancy Stabb).  The 

artist calls her work “Inclusion” and supplied us with this 

information: “The Sankofa is a mythical bird for the Akan 

people of Ghana, Africa.”  The symbol looks to the past while 

moving forward.  It reminds us that we should always remember 

our past but not get stuck there. I hope to make this idea the 

foundation of this department as we move forward to build on 

the blessings of our history.                                   

Love & Blessings, Debi Cox  
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From OUTREACH: 

Our congregation is responsible for meals and overnight supervision at GIFTS 

Men's Shelter the week of July 23rd-29th.  We need meals for July 24th, 25th, and 

26th, the other days are covered. There is a sign up sheet in the Fireside Room for 

those days.  We are still in need of breakfast food being donated for the week (milk, 

cereal, pancake mix, bacon, pastry, etc). 

Every night is open for overnight supervision that week. Overnight supervision consists of getting 

to the shelter by 8:00pm and checking in any men that haven't arrived yet and being available to 

answer the phone and door if anyone calls or shows up. It is a pretty simple job and usually a quiet 

night. There is a couch and a cot available for volunteers to sleep on. The shelter's policy is that 

overnight volunteers be men or a man and woman pair. 

Thank you for your help in this important church initiative. Contact John Mansur to volunteer or 

with any questions at 608-322-2325. 

 

SEEKERS BOOK CLUB NEWS 

Seekers book discussion group meets on Thursdays from 4:00-5:30 pm on the second floor of the 
church. They are reading "Jesus and John Wayne: How White Evangelicals Corrupted a Faith and 
Fractured a Nation" by Kristin Kobes du Mez.  You can attend even if you haven’t read the book. 
 
For further information, contact Barbara Bendlin at bbendlin@centurytel.net. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

On Sunday June 4th we thanked 

Jamie for her 17 years of service as 

she retires and said hello to Debi 

Cox, the new Christian Education 

Director.  Here Jamie and Pastor 

Tanya are getting ready to ‘throw’ 

Jamie’s duties over to Debi! 

 

 

 

mailto:bbendlin@centurytel.net


 

 

 

 

             

    

 

 

        This  page was attached  

         to the Tower Notes that  

             were mailed. 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 
Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday mornings 9:00 - 1:00 or by appointment. 

 
 

Ministers All Members of First Congregational UCC 

Pastor Rev. Dr. Tanya Sadagopan 

Christian Ed. Director Debi Cox 

Music Director Dr. Brian Knutson 

Pianist/Organist Jan Knutson 

Digital Communications Stephanie Natale 

Secretary Becky Kingsbury & Bonnie Stalker 

Bookkeeper Denise Caldwell 

Nursery Coordinator Gwen Charlet 

Custodian Matthew Charlet 
 

 

Church Leadership & Volunteers 

 President                                  Tom Clippert 

 Treasurer                                 Nancy Stabb 

 Finance Chair Mike Rundle 

 Volunteer Coordinator Diane Holtz  

          Gardeners Nancy Stabb, Barbara Bendlin, Jeanine Fry, Tani Abendroth,  

  Tabitha Ebert & Josh Streeter    

 Lawn Mowers: Mark Carlson, Dave Schollmeier, Mike Rundle, Josh Streeter,  

  Doug Newton, David Arndt 

 

First Congregational Church 

54 South Jackson Street 

Janesville, WI  53548 
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