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33 For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 They said to him, “Sir, give 

us this bread always.” 35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and 

whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.      John 6:33-35 

Dear Members and Friends of Janesville UCC! 

We have entered into the Season of Lent, 

6 weeks of reflective work in our spiritual lives. 

This year our theme is “Let Love Rise!” During 

this time we are invited to take on contemplative 

practices and this year we are literally mixing it up! 

Each week we are asking you to bake bread, 

different types of bread—yeast breads, quick 

breads, flat breads, sweet breads and while you do 

think about all the steps in the process that 

transforms grain into nourishment for our bodies. 

Jesus says, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry…” During Lent we are 

spiritually hungry for the nourishment that only God and our savior can give. By making and baking 

bread we can meditate on Jesus as the bread of life and the ways he nourishes us in our faith and 

outreach work in the world. Then just like Jesus we are asked to give it away! Make your bread and 

give it away. Be a part of nourishing your community by your own hands. And see what joy may come 

from this new spiritual practice. 
 

Join our meditation class this month on Wednesday mornings. Dive into a new book with Seekers on 

Thursdays. Attend Sunday worship more faithfully so you don’t miss the progress on our theme 

moving from planting seeds to allowing our dough to rest and rise! The steps in the process remind us 

of our spiritual journey!  

Think about the ways you practice and express your faith and then notice how these steps of baking bread 

might support you in your continuing spiritual growth. 

   Pastor’s Message  
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1. Plant Seeds 

2. Harvest Hope 

3. Refine Yourself  

4. Knead Love 

5. Rest and Rise 

6. Break Open  

7. Share Joy  
 

Early in April will be the most special time of this season—HOLY WEEK. Easter joy begins with Palm 

Sunday on April 2 and walks us through Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and then we will experience 

the joy of Easter more fully! Holy Week is April 2 – April 9th. We will have a Maundy Thursday play 

enacting the life of Jesus on April 6th, plan to volunteer as a reader. On Good Friday-Holy Saturday we 

will have a wonderful Play and Pray Vigil with stations all focusing on the themes of our season. Be sure 

to sign up for your hour to play and pray during the holy time when Jesus rested in the tomb before he 

rose to new life! And then on April 9th Easter will be a magnificent celebration of our Risen Christ in 

our lives!  

Make plans to join us and renew your spiritual life! 

Joyfully,  

Pastor Tanya  

 

 Worship in March 

March 5:     Harvest Hope 
 

March 12:   Refining Ourselves  (Daylight Saving Time Begins) 
 

March 19:   Kneading Love  
 

March 26:   Resting/Rising 

  

 

Thank you to our February liturgists: Sarah Beers, Patti York, and Nathan Roehl. 
 

Thank you to our February Fellowship Hour hosts: Diane Henrichs & Linda Stehura, Tabitha Ebert & 
Josh Streeter, Bill & Mary Williams, Outreach Ministry. 
 

If you would like to be a liturgist, contact Diane Holtz, or logon to 
      https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084aaba722a0f85-fall/124247659#/  
 
 
 

Thanks to our ushers who step up at the last minute to help out during the offering. 
 

 

We would love to have you host Fellowship/Coffee Hour, sign up on the clip-board in the Fireside 
Room, or use this link:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084AABA722A0F85-
fellowship  
 

If you would like to order an Easter Lily, daffodil, hyacinth, or tulip plant for Easter 
Sunday garden, send a $20.00 check with your choice, your name, and your 
honoree to the church by March 13th. 
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March BIRTHDAYS, Happy Day to All!           

 

2    Brian Knutson   10  Linda Stehura 19  Greg Shebesta 

3    Darla Dernovsek       13  Pat Scott       20  Evelyn Kummer    

3    Geri Frase   14  Warren Myers 22  Wayne Olson 

3    Austin Trumpy   17  Amy Mohr  24  Nancy Restivo  

4    Alyssa Seeley     17  Roberta Tucker 28  Malachi Eide 

6    Kristine Bertenshaw 

     

 

March ANNIVERSARIES, Congratulations 
 

1    Gerald & Sally Albers 

1    Sriram & Tanya Sadagopan     

11  Bill & Jeannine Fitzgerald 

25  Josh Streeter & Tabitha Ebert 

 

 

 

 

 
   As we are fed at Christ’s table we go out to feed others. 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed.      

                   Life is an echo… 

          what you send out,  
           you get back! 

 

ECHO March Needs:        

Diapers (sz 4-6)          Toothbrushes     Spaghettios 
Peanut butter & jelly   Feminine products     Tuna Helper  
Spaghetti & sauce    Deodorant      Toilet paper  

Diced tomatoes    Dish soap      Canned Tuna/Chicken 

Brown paper bags    Shampoo      Soup 

Hamburger Helper    Breakfast bars     Laundry Soap 

 

 

SEEKERS BOOK CLUB NEWS 

Seekers book discussion group meets on Thursdays from 4:00-5:30 pm on the second floor 
of the UCC church. We will be discussing the book entitled, "The Queer History of the 
United States" by Michael Bronski.  The book charts the breadth of lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

and transgender history from 1492 to the 1990s.  In Janesville UCC's Open and Affirming 
statement, we declare ourselves to be welcoming into full membership persons of every 

gender; sexual orientation; gender identity and expression.  This book discussion will 
broaden our knowledge of what it means to be queer in America.  For further information, 
contact Barbara Bendlin at bbendlin@centurytel.net. 

 

If your name ever gets  

missed from the birthday  

or anniversary list, please  

let Becky know. 
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Sunday School and Youth News  

 
Mar. 5th:    The Sower 

                  Confirmation Class, 11:30-1:00 
 

Mar. 12th:  Jesus Feeds the 5000 
 

Mar. 19th: The Transfiguration 

           Mar. 26th: The Greatest Commandment 

     Confirmation Class, 11:30-1:00 

 

             
 

 

Preparing for Easter 
We are on a 40-day journey together called Lent preparing for Easter. This 

church season begins on Ash Wednesday and finishes with the dramatic 

events of Holy Week before we celebrate Christ’s Resurrection on Easter 
morning. Our church liturgical color is purple, and we often use this time 

to pray, reflect, and connect. Here are some ideas to observe Lent: 
 

Pray- Each day a different family member will be responsible for writing a prayer request 
on a slip of paper that will be added to a prayer jar. You can even decorate the prayer jar as 
a family! Each night of Lent, remove one slip and the family will join together in prayer.  
 

Fast- Some Christians observe Lent by fasting from something they enjoy remembering 
God’s sacrifice. Your family could try something different like fasting from complaining or 
fasting from boredom by adding a daily scripture reading at dinner, or even both!  
 

Give- Pick a charity and give 40 of something to it- something for each day of Lent. You 
could collect 40 dimes or 40 dollars. You could give 40 items to a food pantry or even give 
40 minutes of time to help someone in need.  

 

Reminder- 2023 Church Camp Registration is Now Open! 
There are exciting opportunities awaiting you at our wonderful local UCC Church camps at 

Daycholah on Green Lake (formerly known as Pilgrim Center), Moon Beach in St. Germain, 

and Cedar Valley in Washington County. There are camps for all ages and interests to 

explore faith and to have fun surrounded by the beauty of God’s creation.   

Visit ucci.org for the 2023 camp schedule and registration information. There are camp scholarship 

opportunities available. Please contact Jamie Dieckhoff at jamie@janesvilleucc.org  

 

Save the Date: Confirmation Worship Service on April 23rd
 

 

Confirmation classes will meet on March 5th, March 26th, and April 2nd following 

worship from 11:30-1:00pm. Students and families should plan to gather on the 
evening of Saturday, April 22nd for Confirmation Rehearsal (time will be shared at 

class).  
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The next Community Meal will be on Saturday March 4th at 4:00. 
Brown bag lunches will be available that include Meatloaf, Mac-n-
cheese, Carrots/green beans, Bread/butter, Applesauce, and 
Pudding w/cookie crumbs 
 

Guests can drive up to the back door and meals will be delivered       
to their vehicle. Contact Bonnie Stalker (608-290-4098) or Nancy 

         Stabb at (608-302-9944) for more information. 
 

 

Thought for the month: The world is changed by your example, not by your 
opinion. 
 
 

Bringing back our Grocery Bags for ECHO campaign! 

It’s back…our ECHO Grocery Bag Campaign!  After two years in pause, we are reviving this drive. 

Grocery bags will be set on the outside of each pew on the first Sunday of each month.  Gary Teubert, long-time 

member of Janesville UCC and long-time volunteer for ECHO, has agreed to set the bags out and resume his 

stewardship.   

ECHO requests for food and household supplies are listed in the Tower Notes each month.  Shop, as you are 

able, and return the grocery bag with your purchases to church in the Fireside Room.  Office hours are Tuesday, 

Wednesday and Thursday 9 am – 1pm.  Or you can bring them to church with you.  Gary will take them to 

ECHO on Fridays as they arrive. 

Thank you for helping with this small yet significant gesture to help our neighbors and larger community. 

 

March Outreach Mission  
 

16 Hours and 49 Minutes….The time between school ending one day and starting the next. 
 

Project 16:49 assists Rock County homeless unaccompanied youth through proactive programs and 
services to help them achieve their long-term personal goals.  The non-profit meets the youth where 
they are at without judgement or bias. They help them stay in school, graduate from high school and 
become self-sufficient community members.   
 

According to their website, https://Project1649.org, approximately 1,000 students are identified as 
homeless each school year and only 60-75% of unaccompanied homeless seniors graduate on time 
without intervention.  
 

Please consider a donation to this important local organization as our monthly mission.  Also, read 
online about their fun, fundraising events including their annual Lip Sync Contest planned for March 
4th at the Janesville Performing Arts Center.  With your generous donations, we can be part of the 
solution.   
 

Patti York 
Outreach Ministry chair 

https://project1649.org/


 

Consistory Minutes from February 28th 
Consistory and Pastor Tanya expressed appreciation to the follow people. 

 • Joellyn Merz for her six years on the Personnel Committee, especially leading up to and 

 during Pastor Tanya’s sabbatical 

 • Debi Cox for her leadership as congregation president during the past two years and for her 

 presiding over the long and difficult 2023 annual meeting 

 • Rev. Andrew Warner for providing simple language for the amended motion regarding 

 endowments at the annual meeting 

 • Greg Shebesta for explaining the work of the Endowment Committee at the annual meeting 

 • All the new leaders who have stepped up to serve on church ministries and committees. Of 

 special note are Tom Clippert, president; Nancy Stabb, treasurer; David Arndt, assistant 

 treasurer; Gale Rundle, who nominated herself to serve on Endowment Committee; and 

 Darla Dernovsek, who has agreed to chair the Personnel Committee. 
 

A question was posed at the annual meeting regarding the pastor’s role in ministries and 

committees. Consistory reviewed the church’s job description for its pastor. 

  The pastor will: 

  1. Provide leadership and attend meetings of the Consistory, serving ex-officio 

  without vote, and meetings of the organizations of the congregation as necessary. 

  The priority shall be the work of the Consistory and its Ministries with specific 

  staffing responsibilities to be determined upon consultation with other staff 

  members and the personnel committee. 

  2. Resource for leadership training and support for officers, ministries and 

  committees of the congregation. 

  3. Support and consult with committees and ministries concerning stewardship, 

  finances and property of the church. 
 

Treasurer Nancy Stabb, assistant treasurer David Arndt, and congregation president Tom Clippert 

are authorized to sign checks from the operations account. Endowment chair Greg Shebesta, Nancy 

Stabb, and Tom Clippert may sign checks from the endowment account. What is good about this 

list is that these are officers of the church in whom we put our trust and faith and who hold special 

positions of authority in our church. Last year Mike Rundle, chair of Finance, was a signer; now 

with a treasurer and assistant treasurer, it was determined with Finance Ministry that this position is 

no longer needed. Similarly, last year the church had two signers from Endowment Committee. 

Now that the church has a treasurer, a second signer from Endowment is no longer needed. 
 

The church’s ministries are active. Outreach has established a separate immigrant welcoming 

committee. Christian Education has ordered a more user-friendly curriculum that allows for 

younger and older students to engage together; the ministry also noted a need for summer camp 

scholarships.  Membership continues to host fellowship hour.      

 

Submitted by Linda Stehura 



 

 

Congratulations to Audrey Burhans for all she does 

for our church.  She has worked at all of our pride 

events, community meal & has served as an 

acolyte during Sunday Worship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Immigrant/Refugees Welcoming 

 
The YWCA of Rock County thanks us for support in January and February to their Immigrant 
Outreach Program.  
 

Equipping new households with a shower to welcome new immigrants included over 300 items in 
January and over 50 items in February. We collected dish soap, dish cloths and sponges, toilet 

paper, can openers, toothpaste, brooms and dustpans, flashlights and batteries, food containers, 
and vegetable peelers. With money besides.  
 

“Every gift given to the YWCA helps improve the lives of women, children and families 

throughout our community. We serve a diverse population in need of help 24 hours a day, 365 
days a year. In the last year Immigrant Outreach has assisted 867 clients. We, and those we 

serve, deeply appreciate your generosity.” 
 

Church Immigrant/Refugee Welcoming Committee 
Kirsten Almo 

Larry Beck, lead 
Carolyn Brandeen 

Rich Harper, Outreach Ministry 
Diane Henrichs 
Nancy Stabb 



 

An Immigrant Welcoming Opportunity 

On December 29, 2021, a group of people from Janesville UCC and 
other area churches travelled to Milwaukee to prepare a cozy 3-
bedroom home for an Afghani refugee family of six. We scrubbed, 
polished, vacuumed, decorated, put food in the fridge and set up 
furniture. Each new bed was topped with a beautiful quilt handmade 
and donated by the Faith Quilters at Faith Lutheran Church in 
Janesville. (This photo shows the quilt on the parents’ bed.) Later in 
2022, I received an email forwarded by Nancy Stabb. A member of 
Faith Lutheran was inviting interested Janesville UCC members to 
help to tie quilts. I am a quilter, but didn’t know how to tie. I have 
since joined, learned a new skill and met a group for fun women, 
including the woman who pieced the lovely quilt in the photo. I now 
invite others to join us. We meet the second and fourth Tuesdays of 
each month, 9-11 am, to tie these quilts that are donated to shelters, 
outreach programs like the Afghani settlement, homeless people, and 
for their graduations and baptisms. We complete about one an hour, 
but could do more with more helping hands. No sewing skills are needed, but a heart for providing warmth to 
those in need is most welcome. To learn more, email me at heins1258@gmail.com. 

 Tani Abendroth 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

REMINDER:  Meditation classes in 

the Spiritual Arts Center: 

 
9-9:50 Wednesday mornings 

March 1 

March 8 

March 15 

No class March 22 

March 29 

 
 

mailto:heins1258@gmail.com


 

 Nursery Coordinator  
As a welcoming and inclusive church, we are looking for someone to 

care for our children (birth to preschool) and provide a positive, 

friendly environment to play and learn about God’s love for them. 

Experience with early childhood development, education, or child 

care a must. Ability to work independently and as part of a team, 

communicate effectively and exhibit a positive attitude.  

Work is Sundays 9:30 am - 11:30. Pay is $20/hour. A background check and references will be 

required. In addition a successful candidate will need to undergo Safe Church training. Learn 

more about us at www.janesvilleucc.org. 

We are looking to hire two Nursery Coordinators to allow flexible scheduling.  

Apply today! Send your cover letter, resume, and 2 work references and 1 personal reference to 

revtanya@janesvilleucc.org 

 

Director of Christian Education 
Join our talented staff of 9 people dedicated to sharing the joy of inclusive progressive Christian 

faith with our families, children, and adults. We are an Open and Affirming and Immigrant 

Welcoming Congregation that is welcoming, faithful, and active in our community. Located in 

the heart of downtown Janesville, our worship, ministries, and outreach support people and kids 

growing in their faith and then taking that faith out into the world to make a difference with our 

actions! Types of activities would including planing and leading Sunday School, special 

programs during Lent, Easter, and Christmas. Additional outreach opportunities include 

attending and tabling at LGBTQIA+ PRIDE events, youth activism, summer community 

programs, and making school connections. We desire to share our inclusive community with 

families of all configurations. We are unique among churches--we do our best to practice 

showing and teaching inclusive love in our Christian Education opportunities for all ages 

because we believe that this is what Jesus did, and so do we. 

We are a #LoveandJusticeChurch.  

Apply today! Send your cover letter, resume, and 3 work references to 

revtanya@janesvilleucc.org 

 

 

Our church offers several scholarships for active church members 

beginning or continuing their education. Read all about them on 

our website www.janesvilleucc.org under Uniquely Us.  The cover 

letter and application are located there.  There are also paper copies 

available on the counter in the Fireside Room. 

Applications are due by March 31, 2023. 

Scholarship committee: Ann Hyzer, Lisa Peterson, and Nancy 

Stabb. 
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   This  page was attached  

   to the Tower Notes that  

  were mailed. 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 
Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday mornings 9:00 - 1:00 or by appointment. 

 
 

Ministers All Members of First Congregational UCC 

Pastor Rev. Dr. Tanya Sadagopan 

Christian Ed. Director Jamie Dieckhoff 

Music Director Dr. Brian Knutson 

Interim Pianist/Organist Jan Knutson 

Digital Communications Stephanie Natale 

Secretary Becky Kingsbury 

Bookkeeper Denise Caldwell 

Nursery Coordinator  

Custodian Matthew Charlet 
 

 

Church Leadership & Volunteers 

 President                                  Tom Clippert 

 Treasurer                                 Nancy Stabb 

 Finance Chair Mike Rundle 

 Volunteer Coordinator Diane Holtz  

          Gardeners Nancy Stabb, Barbara Bendlin, Jeanine Fry, Tani Abendroth,   

  Gregg & Becky Kingsbury   

          Lawn Mowers: Mark Carlson, Bill Williams, Ian & Dave Groth, Mike Rundle,  

  Blake Budrow, Doug Newton 

First Congregational Church 

54 South Jackson Street 

Janesville, WI  53548 
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