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Greetings Friends, 

 This last fall, my family and I got to go to a Van Gogh Experience. They took Van 
Gogh’s work and created an interactive digital experience that you walked through. His art 
was on the walls, the pillars throughout the space, and even the floor. You were utterly 
immersed in the world of Van Gogh. The art danced and moved about you from Starry Night 
to The Sunflowers to The Irises. Creativity filled the space. People were admiring the art as it 
flowed across every surface, others were sketching on note pads, and one person was 
writing poetry. These moments of being surrounded by creativity caused many people to 
want to be creative as well. 

 This summer, we are exploring art and spirituality. We are going to have opportunities to participate in 
art classes. (More on this soon.) We will invite local artists to share their work with us. We will talk about how 
our faith and our creativity are connected. As I was preparing for this role, I began 
looking for books that made the connection between our faith/spirituality and 
art/creativity. When I found Art + Faith by Makoto Fujimura, I was delighted with 
how he connected creativity to faith. Not only are his works amazing, you should 
check them out online, but he is an accomplished author who writes with the 
disposition of a poet. His prose leaps off the page as he connects God’s creativity 
with ours.  

 Makoto Fujimura (b. 1960 in Boston) studied in America and Japan. His 
paintings combine abstract expressionism with the “ecosystem” of Japanese 
“Nihonga.” He works slowly, in accordance with ancient traditions, and carefully 
prepares materials.  

 I am excited for this book to be our all-church read this summer. I hope 
this book gives us a theological grounding for how art and spirituality are 
interconnected. We will have a couple of different times to gather in groups to 
discuss the book. Copies of the book are available at the church.  

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Drew 

   Pastor’s Message  
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WORSHOP IN JUNE 

 

June 5: Pentecost Sunday (wear red); Planting Peace Pole 

June 12: focus on art from book Art + Faith; A Theology of Making 

June 19: focus on art 

June 26: focus on art 

         

    

Thank you to our May liturgists: Brittney Mansur, Nathan Roehl, Patti York. 

 

If you would like to be a liturgist, contact Diane Holtz,    jdmholtz@charter.net 
 

or logon to      https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084aaba722a0f85-liturgist 
 
 

Thanks to our head usher Dave Groth, and everyone who steps up at the last minute to help him out 
during the offering. 
 

 

Coffee Hour is on hold until COVID numbers go down. 

 

 

 

June BIRTHDAYS, Happy Day to All!           

 

2    Lisa Endl          14  Jane Lennox              25  Jan Knutson           

2    Mary Virgil     17  Helen Huffman            25  Pam Maxson   

2    Monette Wiskia     18  Jim Gay             26  Tom Clippert 

3    Minuette Farmakis     18  Bonnie Stalker            27  Dave Griffiths 

3    Dave Schollmeier     22  Alexia Essen            28  Karissa Greer 

4    David McCabe     22  Pastor Drew            28  JP Merz 

4    Diana Pike      23  Paul Baltzer           28  Lisa Peterson 

4    Sarah Popian     24  Haley Budrow   30  Patty Henrichs 

5    Helen, Nick, Ken Forbeck      

14  Claire Dieckhoff         

 

June ANNIVERSARIES, Congratulations 
 

7    Amy & Tyson Mohr      19  Gregg & Becky Kingsbury 

8    Roger & Jan Willeford      19  Doug & Melissa Newton  

11  Katsumi & Joan Neeno      21  Greg & Katie Shebesta  

12  Wayne & Lynda Olson      23  Linda & Tom Stehura 

14  Jim & Karel Cripe       24  Mike & Gale Rundle 

14  Brian & Jan Knutson      26  Dave & Kathy Arndt 

18  Katie & Christian O’Connor     26  Lisa & Tom Peterson 

 

 

 

If your name ever gets  

missed from the birthday  

or anniversary list, please  

let Becky know. 
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As we are fed at Christ’s table we go out to feed others. 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed.      

                  Life is an echo… 

         what you send out,  
          you get back! 

 

ECHO June Needs:        

Diapers (sz 4-6)          Toothbrushes     Spaghettios 
Peanut butter & jelly   Feminine products     Razors  
Spaghetti & sauce    Deodorant      Toilet paper  

Mac & Cheese    Dish soap      Canned Tuna/Chicken 

Brown paper bags    Shampoo      Soup 

Canned meats    Breakfast bars     Laundry Soap 

 
 

 

 

 

Outreach Opportunity for June is LGBTQ 

As June is LGBTQ+ pride month, June’s Outreach opportunity is a non-profit, Beloit-based 

organization called Yellow Brick Road, the mission of which is to raise awareness and provide 

a safe space for LGBTQ+ individuals and families in Rock County to be themselves. This is 

accomplished through various events, such as queer prom, book clubs, game nights, and 

more.  Your donation helps build a community of inclusivity and acceptance for LGBTQ+ 

individuals of all ages.  

Thank you,  

Kira Myers 

 

 

 

The next Community Meal will be on Saturday June 4th from  
4:00 – 5:00.  Brown bag lunches will be available that include  
ham & cheese sandwiches, chips, mandarin oranges, carrots  
and rice krispie squares. 
 

Guests can drive up to the back door and meals will be delivered to 
their vehicle. Contact Bonnie Stalker (608-290-4098) or Nancy Stabb 
at (608-302-9944) for more information. 

 

 

http://echojanesville.org/


 

Sunday School and Youth Group News 

SUMMER PROGRAM 2022:              

Stories to Spark the Spirit 

June 12 through August 28 

Join us each Sunday this summer as we read a meaningful picture book and do an activity 

that will nurture faith and teach us about God’s world. 
 

Weekly classes will start following the Children’s Moment in worship with dismissal at the 

close of the service.  Sessions will be geared for Pre-K to 5th graders, but youth are 

welcome to come and lend a helping hand! 

 

 

Planting the Peace Pole on Pentecost- June 5th 
Join us for a special event following worship on June 5th as we plant the peace pole gifted to the 

church by the Janesville UCC Children and Youth in honor of our 175th anniversary! All are invited 

to help us celebrate and bless this message of peace for our church, community, and world.  

 

Attention All Graduates and 2022 Church Scholarship Recipients: 

June 12th is Graduation & Scholarship Sunday! 

Are you graduating from high school or college during this 2021-22 school year? Please reach out 

to Jamie Dieckhoff: jamie@janesvilleucc.org to let us know. 

 
 

Thank you to all who helped to make our 2021-2022 Sunday School year 

special!  
  

We are so blessed to have wonderful families who continue 

to make Christian Education a priority!  

 

We are thrilled to offer an engaging summer program: 

“Stories to Spark the Spirit” with the help of volunteer 

leaders and presenters.  Please join me in thanking them each 

week for all they are doing!  
 

Just a reminder- Jamie Dieckhoff, Director of Christian 

Education will be off this summer and will return to the office on August 24. 
 

Regular Sunday School classes will resume on September 11th 

 
  It’s not too late! 

Check Out Church Camps for Summer/Fall 2022! 
  Visit ucci.org for the camp schedule and registration information. 
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Join us at the church on Friday, June 24th at 6pm for a game 

night. Bring your favorite board game! Contact John Mansur with 

any questions at 608-322-2325. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our congregation is responsible for meals and overnight supervision 

at GIFTS Men's Shelter the week of July 24th-30th. We have all of 

the dinners covered but if you want to join a group that is doing 

dinner please get a hold of John Mansur. We are still in need of 

breakfast food being donated for the week (milk, cereal, pancake mix, 

bacon, etc).  

Current open dates for overnight supervision that week are Sunday, 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Saturday. Overnight supervision consists of getting to the 

shelter by 8:00pm and checking in any men that haven't arrived yet and being available to 

answer the phone and door if anyone calls or shows up. It is a pretty simple job and usually a 

quiet night. There is a couch and a cot available for volunteers to sleep on. The shelter's policy 

is that overnight volunteers be men or a man and woman pair. Thank you for your help in this 

important church initiative.  

Contact John Mansur to volunteer or with any questions at 608-322-2325. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Consistory Highlights from May 24th, 2022 

 

 

The first draft of the treasurer’s job description is complete and available for consideration by 

Finance Ministry and Consistory at their June meetings. A final description should be ready for 

Consistory approval at the July meeting. Once Pastor Tanya returns from sabbatical, the hiring 

process can begin. 

 

A rental agreement for the Spirituality and Arts Event Center is complete. Soon the church will be 

able to promote the space for community use. 

 

In March, Consistory decided to follow CDC guidelines regarding COVID masking. Because Rock 

County’s COVID risk has increased, the church is asking that everyone mask at services. 

 

Consistory agreed that the church be made available for shelter in case of inclement weather during 

the June 16 bike race in downtown Janesville. Volunteers will be at the church throughout the day 

should the church need to be opened. 

 

Art + Faith by Makoto Fujimura has been chosen for the summer’s all-church read. The church will 

provide a copy of the book to anyone who wants to join in the reading and discussion. 

 

In addition to leading Sunday worship services, Pastor Drew has provided pastoral care through 

celebrating a baptism, officiating a funeral, and staying in contact with members who need his 

presence. 

 

Outreach Ministry continues to serve the community through raising at least $4,170 for the CROP 

Walk, providing GIFTS shelter meals for the week of July 20-31, and working to support Fourth 

Ward projects. 

 

Christian Education Ministry is asking for volunteers to help in the nursery, to be hall monitors, and 

to be summer book readers. Safe Church training was held after church on May 22, but persons can 

still be trained individually. Two special events are planned: planting the Peace Pole on June 5 and 

graduation Sunday on June 12. 

 

Finance Ministry has completed the rental agreement for the Spirituality and Arts Event Center and 

will be finalizing the job description for a church treasurer. 

 

Membership Ministry will again offer coffee hour after Sunday worship once the COVID precautions 

are lifted to allow for socializing. 

 

Consistory heard more ideas for fundraising: a church picnic provided by the Community Meal 

volunteers, an opportunity for donations at coffee hour, and donations for shared garden produce 

and flowers. 

 

Submitted by Linda Stehura 

 

 



 

 

Thought for the month: If speaking kindly to plants helps them grow, imagine what 

speaking kindly to humans can do. 

 
 

The Scholarship Committee is pleased to announce that it is awarding two  

scholarships for the academic year 2022-2023 from the Saenger, Frick, McBlair, 

Lee Endowment. The scholarships are awarded to Olivia Swenson who will be a 

senior at Ripon College completing work for a degree in Mathematics with a minor 

in Education, and Nishanth Sadagopan who will be a first year student at the 

Feinberg School of Medicine at Northwestern University.    
 

In Addition $7500 from the Saenger, Frick, McBlair, Lee Endowment will be equally distributed to 2 UCC 

related colleges, Ripon College in Ripon, WI  and Northland College in Ashland, and 3 seminaries, the Chicago 

Theological Seminary, the Eden Theological Seminary in St Louis, MO and the United Theological Seminary 

in St Paul, MN. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Scholarship Committee 2022 

Ann Hyzer 

Lisa Peterson 

Nancy Stabb 

 

 

 

 

 
Labyrinth open house discovery June 14 

Come walk with Carolyn. The labyrinth 

upstairs in the Spirituality Arts Event 

Center can be a spiritual practice for 

anyone. Prayer, meditation, walking 

mindfulness. Discover the possibility with 

conversation then take a walk in your 

stocking feet. Tuesday, 4:00 p.m., June 14. 

Everyone welcome.  

Contact Carolyn Brandeen for more 

information at brandeen@charter.net or 

754-7004. 
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~THE GARDEN~ 
 
 

For the garden of your daily living… 
 

Plant three rows of peas: 

Peace of mind 

Peace of heart 

Peace of soul 
 

Plant four rows of squash: 

Squash gossip 

Squash indifference 

Squash grumbling 

Squash selfishness 
 

Plant four rows of lettuce: 

Lettuce be faithful 

Lettuce be kind 

Lettuce be patient 

Lettuce really love one another 
 

No garden is without turnips: 

Turnip for meetings 

Turnip for service 

Turnip to help one another 
 

To complete our garden, we must have thyme: 

Thyme for each other 

Thyme for family 

Thyme for friends 
 

Water freely with patience and cultivate with love. 

There is much fruit in your garden 

Because you reap what you sow. 
        Author Unknown 
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First Congregational United Church of Christ 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday Mornings 9:00 - 1:00 or by appointment. 

 
 

Ministers All Members of First Congregational UCC 

Sabbatical Pastor Rev. Drew Filkins 

Christian Ed. Director Jamie Dieckhoff 

Music Director Dr. Brian Knutson 

Interim Pianist/Organist Jan Knutson 

Digital Communications Stephanie Natale 

Secretary Becky Kingsbury 

Bookkeeper Denise Caldwell 

Nursery Coordinator Lindsey Anderson 

Custodian Matthew Charlet 
 

 

Church Leadership & Volunteers 

 President                                  Debi Cox 

 Treasurer                                  

 Finance Chair Mike Rundle 

 Volunteer Coordinator Diane Holtz  

 Gardeners Nancy Stabb, Barbara Bendlin, Jeanine Fry, Tani Abendroth, Ann Forbeck 

 Lawn Mowers: Mark Carlson, Bill Williams, Ian & Dave Groth, Mike Rundle,  

  Blake Budrow, Doug Newton 

First Congregational Church 

54 South Jackson Street 

Janesville, WI  53548 
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