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New to Town 

Just two months ago, I was new to Janesville.  I will be completely honest and confess something: I 

used my GPS to get between my house and the church for almost two weeks before I felt comfortable 

enough to get to both places without getting lost. But there is something to being new to a place.  Over 

these last couple of months, I have found great joy in spending time here.  My family and I have 

enjoyed the parks, the farmers’ market, and Midwest hospitality.  

In being new to this place, I have found some things different as well.  Did you know that in Michigan 

our traffic lights hang on wires over our streets and so every time they need to change a light, they have 

to close down the intersection for most of a day? I drive around Janesville and see the lights on posts 

on the sides of the intersections.  No crazy wires hanging over the street.  

But being new isn’t just about noticing the different idiosyncrasies of a particular place.  It is really 

about becoming part of the community.  I have to tell you all, you have welcomed me in with great 

gusto.  Every time my children or spouse have visited, they have commented on how they feel 

welcome.  The people of First Congregational Church have made them feel welcome.  

I say all this to say, I received a phone call today from a person who drives by our church every day to 

get to work.  They noticed our church because of the Pride flag and the banner that hangs next to the 

blue doors. They called because they were thinking about coming to church and wanted to know a little 

more about us.  They wanted to know if we lived up to what we said on the outside of the church. 

During our conversation, I was able to tell stories about all of you and how you work hard to live out 

the words on the banner that hangs outside of our church. I was able to brag about you all and speak to 

the work that you are doing in the community.  I was excited to know that people were noticing our 

building and wanting to know more about the people who gather on the inside. 

I believe that people are looking for community, for a place that isn’t just a church building but people 

who are being the church in their communities, state, and around the world. People have noticed and 

will continue to notice our building, but I hope as they get to know the town better that they will really 
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get to know the people who make up the church. They will notice 

the things that make us a little different, like the traffic lights on 

posts instead of wires, and will want to check out our community.   

People are noticing us, First Congregational Church, UCC, and I 

believe God is preparing us for a time of growth in ministry and 

influence in our community because of the work all of you are 

doing.  As the new person in town, I think that is something worth 

noticing! 

Pastor Drew 

 

 

    

 

 

 

Thank you to our June liturgists: Sarah Beers, Brittney Mansur, 
Nathan Roehl, and Carolyn Brandeen. 

 

If you would like to be a liturgist, contact Diane Holtz,    
jdmholtz@charter.net 
 

or logon to      
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084aaba722a0f85-liturgist 
 
 

Thanks to our head usher Dave Groth, and everyone who steps  

up at the last minute to help him out during the offering. 
 

 

Coffee Hour is on hold until COVID numbers go down. 

 

 

 

July BIRTHDAYS, Happy Day to All!           

 

1    Rich Harper         7    Alexandra Schmidt             24  Travis Grossen           

1    Jack Shebesta     12  Mark Gilmore            25  Gerald Albers   

1    Seth Essen      15  Bo Klotz             29  Matthew & Rachel Grossen 

3    Joellyn Merz     16  Brittney Mansur            30  Henry Shebesta 

4    Gillian McCabe     21  Jillian Groth            31  Jamie Dieckhoff 

5    Don Alwin      21  John Merz            31  Dave Groth 

5    Donna Twining     24  Mark Eyster           31  Gina Swenson 

        

 

July ANNIVERSARIES, Congratulations 
 

4    Warren & Joy Myers      16  Blake & Julie Budrow 

6    Krista & Nate Schmidt      18  Ann & Matt Forbeck  

8    Travis & Jen Grossen      20  Dawn & Lisa Endl  

15  Keith & Bonnie Stalker      21  Shaun Drefahl & Kerry Parker 

If your name ever gets  

missed from the birthday  

or anniversary list, please  

let Becky know. 
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  As we are fed at Christ’s table we go out to feed others. 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed.      

                  Life is an echo… 

          what you send out,  
            you get back! 
 

ECHO July Needs:        

Diapers (sz 4-6)          Toothbrushes     Spaghettios 
Peanut butter & jelly   Feminine products     Razors  
Spaghetti & sauce    Deodorant      Toilet paper  

Mac & Cheese    Dish soap      Canned Tuna/Chicken 

Brown paper bags    Shampoo      Soup 

Canned meats    Breakfast bars     Laundry Soap 

 
 

 

 

 

Outreach Opportunity for July is our Community Meal 

 

 

The next Community Meal will be on Saturday July 2nd from  
4:00 – 5:00.  Brown bag lunches will be available that include  
hot dogs, coleslaw, chips, fresh fruit, and cake. 
 

Guests can drive up to the back door and meals will be delivered to 
their vehicle. Contact Bonnie Stalker (608-290-4098) or Nancy Stabb 
at (608-302-9944) for more information. 
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The Christian Education Ministry would like to give a huge thank you to Barb Bendlin, David 

Arndt, Mike Rundle, Jamie Dieckhoff, and Pastor Drew for accomplishing the task of “planting the 

Peace Pole”. The children of First Congregational UCC gave the Peace Pole to the church in honor 

of the church’s 175th Anniversary. The children (and all of Janesville) can now see their gift 

“planted” on the Jackson Street side of the building. Thank you for helping the children see their 

gift finally happen for all to see.  

 

 

 

Our congregation is responsible for meals and overnight supervision at 

GIFTS Men's Shelter the week of July 24th-30th. We have all of 

the dinners covered but if you want to join a group that is doing dinner 

please get a hold of John Mansur. We are still in need of breakfast food 

being donated for the week (milk, cereal, pancake mix, bacon, etc).  

Current open dates for overnight supervision that week are Sunday, 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Saturday. Overnight supervision 

consists of getting to the shelter by 8:00pm and checking in any men that haven't arrived yet 

and being available to answer the phone and door if anyone calls or shows up. It is a pretty 

simple job and usually a quiet night. There is a couch and a cot available for volunteers to sleep 

on. The shelter's policy is that overnight volunteers be men or a man and woman pair. Thank 

you for your help in this important church initiative.  

Contact John Mansur to volunteer or with any questions at 608-322-2325. 



 

Sunday School and Youth Group News 

Kids in Worship this Summer at Janesville UCC 

This is an exciting opportunity to include our church children in the 

whole experience of weekly worship.  What better way can there 

be to learn about God and our church community?  Come worship 

all together throughout the summer, and our church children will 

experience the love and support of what it means to be a part of our 

wonderful church family!  Weekly worksheets and activities can be found on the table in front 

of the Sanctuary. 

Just a reminder- Jamie Dieckhoff, Director of Christian Education will be off this summer and will return to the 

office on August 24. 
 

Regular Sunday School classes will resume on September 11th 

 

Stories to Spark the Spirit Goes Virtual 

After much prayerful consideration, we have decided to bring this summer’s Stories to Spark 

the Spirit Program to a virtual space. The stories will be read online on our new Janesville 

UCC Christian Education YouTube channel, and families will be able to experience them 

together in a way that works best for their schedules. The videos will be posted as “private,” 

so special links will be sent to families for access. Titles will include: A Church for All,  

Mother God , I Am God’s Dream , What Is God Like?, and more! 

 

 

Volunteers Needed in the Nursery 
 

We have an active and growing Nursery Ministry, and we need help! Can you lend a hand 

one Sunday this summer? Reach out to Jamie Dieckhoff: jamie@janesvilleucc.org to 

become a Safe Church Approved Nursery Volunteer today! 

 

 
 

The Peace Pole 

Project 
A big Thank You to all who 

helped to plant the peace pole 

gifted to the church by the 

Janesville UCC Children and 

Youth in honor of our 175th 

anniversary! May this message of 

peace bless our church and our 

community! 
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Consistory Highlights from June 28th, 2022 

 

 

The bookkeeper/treasurer job description has been completed, and the hiring process will begin 

when Pastor Tanya has returned from sabbatical.  

 

Year-to-date pledge totals are on budget, but there is an approximately $11,000 deficit in 

income versus expenses. Fundraising may be necessary during the second half of this year. 

 

 Consistory approved rental of the Spirituality and Arts Event Center for a wedding in August. 

 

The church has received a $15,000 gift from the estate of longtime member Dorothy Hanson. 

 

A second nursery attendant has been hired to fill in as needed.  

 

Pastor Drew previewed future church events that highlight spirituality in the arts.  

 Talented members will create a display of fiber arts in July. 

  Art classes will be offered at the church from 9 a.m. till 11 a.m. on Mondays in July and 

the first Monday of August; cost is $10 per person. 

  On July 31 the church will host a guest preacher who will speak on spirituality in the 

arts. 

  A special service featuring ukulele music is scheduled for August 7.  

 

Outreach Ministry—The church will be providing evening meals for the GIFTS shelter during 

one week in July.  

 

Christian Education—Confirmands will be sharing their individual projects during summer 

worship services. Also, the confirmands will complete a service project to benefit Project 16:49. 

 

 Finance—The church hopes to sell the unused pews that are now in storage 

 

 

Submitted by Linda Stehura 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thought for the month: Watch your thoughts, they become words. Watch your 

words, they become actions. Watch your actions, they become habits. Watch your 

habits they become your character. Watch your character, it becomes your destiny. 



 

 

 

Come and see what our church 

members have on display at this 

show.   

It will be held in our new Spirituality 

and Arts Event Center.  

If you would like to have something 

displayed, made out of any kind of 

‘fiber’, contact Pam Maxson at 

maxsonlp@charter.net or call her at 

608-774-2604. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We will continue to follow our art and faith theme by offering two art classes this 

summer. The focus will be to create 2D art on canvasses through various paint 

medium. Our teacher will be Mary Jo Manus, who has a BS and MA in art 

education from UW Madison. She specializes in painting art history themes on 

children’s furniture. May Jo has taught a variety of age levels in public and private 

schools in Janesville and Atlanta, GA. She currently is retired and resides in 

Janesville and teaches private lessons out of her home. She has received awards 

and special recognition for her lessons and group art projects. 
 

Each class will be offered on Mondays, 9-11 am in Fellowship Hall. Each session 

will be held for two consecutive weeks with open studio time offered in addition each week. These sessions are 

for adults and older children in our congregation. Friends and family members are also welcome. The studio fee 

will be $10 per session. All supplies are included, and you may bring your own. Scholarships are available. 

Wear old clothes or bring a cover-up. 
 

Session 1: July 11 & 18 ($10) This class will be an abstract focus. We will work with zentangle techniques 

drawn over alcohol inks to create an abstract design. 
 

Session 2: July 25 & August 1 ($10) This class will develop an acrylic painting with a subject matter of your 

choice. You should bring a photo to work from. 
 

Contact Bonnie Stalker, 608-290-4098, bonniebrewer17@hotmail.com or the church office to sign up. Turn in 

your money and your class selection(s) to Becky in the church office by July 6 for the first session and July 20 

for the second one. We will accept late payments on the first day of class by contacting Bonnie before the first 

meeting. Feel free to sign up for both sessions! 
 

Our church is having an art show on August 7. Your paintings will be completed just in time! I hope you are 

planning to enter your art and share your creativity. 
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First Congregational United Church of Christ 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday Mornings 9:00 - 1:00 or by appointment. 

 
 

Ministers All Members of First Congregational UCC 

Sabbatical Pastor Rev. Drew Filkins 

Christian Ed. Director Jamie Dieckhoff 

Music Director Dr. Brian Knutson 

Interim Pianist/Organist Jan Knutson 

Digital Communications Stephanie Natale 

Secretary Becky Kingsbury 

Bookkeeper Denise Caldwell 

Nursery Coordinator Lindsey Anderson 

Custodian Matthew Charlet 
 

 

Church Leadership & Volunteers 

 President                                  Debi Cox 

 Treasurer                                  

 Finance Chair Mike Rundle 

 Volunteer Coordinator Diane Holtz  

 Gardeners Nancy Stabb, Barbara Bendlin, Jeanine Fry, Tani Abendroth, Ann Forbeck 

 Lawn Mowers: Mark Carlson, Bill Williams, Ian & Dave Groth, Mike Rundle,  

  Blake Budrow, Doug Newton 

First Congregational Church 

54 South Jackson Street 

Janesville, WI  53548 
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