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Greetings Friends, 

I am Rev. Drew Filkins. I am honored and humbled to be your Sabbatical Pastor for this season. I have been a pastor 

for nearly 20 years. I went to Great Lakes Christian College in Lansing, MI, where I received my Bachelor of 

Religious Education in theology and ministry. After a year in ministry, I started my Master of Pastoral Arts at 

Huntington University in Huntington, IN. Finally, I am currently pursuing my Doctorate of Ministry in Public 

Theology at United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities, where I met your lovely pastor. Throughout my career, 

I have worked with small rural churches and larger urban churches. I love to see the churches use their creative 

energy to engage with the world and share the good news of Jesus Christ. 

I am a child of the midwest. I was born in Valparaiso, IN, and soon after that, my family moved to Rolling Prairie, 

IN, where we spent my first seven years. Then we spent a couple of years in Fort Dodge, IA, before coming back to 

the great state of Michigan, where both of my parents’ families called home. We spent almost five years in Farwell, 

MI, before moving to the great white north of Sault Ste. Marie, MI. In da Soo, as they say, I met my forever partner 

and graduated from high school. We still have family in da Soo, but we don’t get there as often as we would like. 

My fantastic partner, Holly, and I will celebrate 20 years of marriage in August. We have two wonderful, creative, 

caring children. Jack, our oldest, loves to skateboard, play video games, and stop pucks. Ida, our youngest, loves 

swimming, gymnastics, and doing creative art projects that make a huge mess. We enjoy board games, being on the 

water, and movie nights as a family. You can find me watching my children play their respective sports, playing 

stringed instruments, and turning wood on my lathe during my free time. But my number one passion outside of the 

church is fly fishing. Being on a river is a peaceful, calming space for me. I find the rhythm of the casting, the focus 

on the fly drifting down the run, and the quietness of the stream can lead to meditative moments. 

There is so much I am looking forward to this summer. Just as you have gotten to know me a little bit through this 

brief introduction, I am looking forward to hearing your stories. It will be a lot of fun to explore the visual arts and 

theology, as well as so much more, with all of you. Besides the work and people of First Congregation UCC, I am 

excited to explore all that Janesville and the surrounding area has to offer. I have located many parks and trails I 

would love to check out as well as trout streams that are begging me to come and wet a line.   

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Drew 

 

   Pastor’s Message  
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My many thanks to the generous volunteers who put 
together a lovely service and reception for the Sabbatical 
Sending Service. Special thanks to the Shared Ministry 
Team—Pam Maxson, Gina Swenson, Carolyn Brandeen, 
David Arndt, and Britney Mansur! Your parting gift of a 
generous donation towards my sabbatical was totally 
unexpected and overwhelming. I promise to put it to good 
use!   

You are in good hands with Pastor Drew during your 
sabbatical exploration time.  Take gentle care of one another 
until I return.   

Affectionately, Pastor Tanya 

         

               

Thank you to our April liturgists: Sarah Beers, Diane Henrichs and Barbara Bendlin. 
 

If you would like to be a liturgist, contact Diane Holtz,    jdmholtz@charter.net  

or logon to      https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084aaba722a0f85-liturgist 

 

Thank you for continuing to participate in worship!  Your contribution is greatly 

appreciated.  I am looking to fill the calendar for June.  Diane   
 

 

Also thanks to our head usher Dave Groth, and everyone who steps up at the last 

minute to help him out during the offering. 

 

We are resuming coffee hour, beginning May 15.  Contact Roberta Tucker if you would like to 

sign up. Or go on-line and sign up at   https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084aaba722a0f85-

fellowship  

 
 

Virtual Seekers has finished the book Braiding Sweetgrass by Robin Wall Kimmerer, and they 

are waiting for Pastor Drew to recommendation the next book.  They will meet at 4:00 on 

Thursdays. 

Contact Barbara Bendlin at  janesvilleucc@janesvilleucc.org for the ZOOM link. 
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May BIRTHDAYS, Happy Day to All!           

 

4    Sriram Sadagopan       14  Logan Slack          21  Joy Prom           

4    Keith Stalker    17  David Bagley          23  Lyle Anderson 

5    Marlene Gilmore    17  Margaret Gill          25  Blake Budrow 

6    Ann Bidwell-Hyzer   17  Diego Moloney          26  Larry Barton 

6    Larry Maxson    17  Jazlyn Murwin          26  Keegan Spooner 

10  Sonja Bagley    19  Whitney Cioni          27  Adolph Peterson 

10  Dan Metzler               19  Andrea Slack          29  Mike Rundle 

14  Sally Albers   19  Tim Hopkins          31  Jim Briggs 
 

       

May ANNIVERSARIES, Congratulations 
 

1    John & Brittney Mansur      22  Norm & Joy Prom             

17  Barbara & David Bendlin      29  Larry & Pam Maxson  

20  Gene & Jeanine Fry      31  John & Jollyn Merz  

 

 
 

 

     
As we are fed at Christ’s table we go out to feed others. 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed.      

                  Life is an echo… 

          what you send out,  
            you get back! 
 

ECHO May Needs:        

Diapers (sz 4-6)          Toothbrushes     Spaghettios 
Peanut butter & jelly   Feminine products     Razors  
Spaghetti & sauce    Deodorant      Toilet paper  

Mac & Cheese    Dish soap      Canned Tuna/Chicken 

Brown paper bags    Shampoo      Soup 

Canned meats    Breakfast bars     Laundry Soap 

 
 

 

 

 

Outreach Opportunity for May is Strengthen the Church 

Strengthen the Church is a shared commitment of all UCC congregations. Our national office 

works with our regional Conferences to share gifts to local congregations in need.  

Your generosity supports leadership development, innovation, planting new churches and 

awakening the spiritual life in our youth and young adults.  

Donations can be made through EasyTithe at  https://app.easytithe.com/App/Giving/janesvilleucc 

or during the church service.  

If your name ever gets  

missed from the birthday  

or anniversary list, please  

let Becky know. 

https://app.easytithe.com/App/Giving/janesvilleucc
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Photos from Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good Friday Play & Pray Vigil 

Many thanks to the entire Parish Care team including chair Pat Scott and 

Sarah Beers who made sure we had all 24 hours covered during the vigil. Hats 

off to Jamie Dieckhoff and family for a great job setting up all the stations! 

 

 



 

Sunday School and Youth Group News 

May 1: Communion Sunday  

May 8: Regular Sunday School classes 

May 15: Regular Sunday School classes 

May 22: Last day of regular Sunday School Classes 

               Safe Church Training, 11:15-12:00, Upper Chapel 

May 29: No classes for grades PK-8, Nursery will be staffed 

June 5:  Communion Sunday, Peace Pole Celebration following worship  

June 12: Summer program, Graduation Sunday 

 

Stories to Spark the Spirit, Begins June 12th  
Due to popular demand, we are bringing back our successful summer program, 

“Stories to Spark the Spirit!”  

Join us each Sunday this summer as we share a beautiful children’s picture book and do 

an activity that will feed our souls and teach us new ways to see God’s world. Weekly 

classes will start following the Children’s Moment in worship with dismissal at the close 

of the service. 

 

We need your help! 
Please prayerfully consider volunteering with the church children on one or more 

Sundays this summer. Each week we need a volunteer to read a story to our school-

aged students and we also need someone to lend a helping hand in our church 

Nursery. Feeling called to serve? Contact Jamie: jamie@janesvilleucc.org and plan 

to attend Safe Church training on May 22nd at 11:15 am.  

 
  

Safe Church Training May 22nd 11:15-12:00,  Upper Chapel 
Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend this important event.  Summer program 

volunteers and all who volunteer with our church children are required to attend at least 

one Safe Sanctuary session every two years.  Almost everyone is due to renew, so please 

join us!  Can’t make it, but want to volunteer? Contact Jamie Dieckhoff: 

jamie@janesvilleucc.org  

 

 

Planting the Peace Pole on June 5th 
Join us for a special event following worship on June 5th as we plant the peace pole gifted to the 

church by the Janesville UCC Children and Youth in honor of our 175th anniversary! All are invited 

to help us celebrate and bless this message of peace for our church, community, and world.  

 

 

Attention All Graduates and 2022 Church Scholarship Recipients: 

June 12th is Graduation & Scholarship Sunday! 

Are you graduating from high school or college during this 2021-22 school year? Please reach out 

to Jamie Dieckhoff: jamie@janesvilleucc.org to let us know. 
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Pastor Tanya’s Sabbatical Activities  

During her time away from weekly congregational duties, Rev. Dr. Sadagopan will focus on reconnecting 

with her friends and family. She will celebrate 25 years of marriage with her husband and close friends 

whom they rarely see. During June and August, she will be spending special time with each of her kids as 

they prepare to launch into the post graduate schooling. On May 14th their daughter Nandini will graduate 

with her Aerospace Engineering class. She plans to complete a second degree at University of Notre Dame 

next year. They will take a family vacation together to Washington DC. 

The Interfaith Families Project (IFFP) has invited Dr. Sadagopan to present her doctoral research on 

Multicultural Interfaith Families and Social Change at the Interfaith Families Project of Greater 

Washington DC on May 22nd in a talk entitled: “From Outlaw to Inlaw: When Multicultural Interfaith 

Couples Become Special Agents for Peace and Social Change” 

During this sabbatical time, she will read and explore topics of interest, seeking out books and materials 

that draw her attention. She may write a book proposal to more broadly share her doctoral work which 

frames intersectionality as a blessing rather than a detriment. Spirituality and the Arts will also be a focus. 

She will continue her weekly practice of yoga and meditation and may teach a class on Ayurvedic massage 

and pain relief techniques. In addition, she will practice her love of photography and painting. She hopes to 

share some of this work with the congregation in a gallery show after her return to the congregation. 

Please Note: All of her pastoral duties have been handed over to Rev. Drew Filkins. She kindly asks that all 

communications be suspended until she returns in August so that she has the time she needs to recover. For 

this reason, all ministry communications and pastoral calls will be received and cared for by Rev. Filkins 

during the shared sabbatical. 

Congregational Sabbatical Activities 

Conduct a call for Artists 

Invite 4 artists including at least one visual artist and one musical artist to share their work and to 

encourage the congregation to create their own art within that art form. Multiple visual artists, fabric artists, 

poetry artists, or dancers are among the suggestions the congregation may consider to come during this 

time. These artists will need to come during the months of May, June, July or early August. Budget $500 

per artist Total $2000 

Invite a Keynote Speaker 

At the Sabbatical Pastor’s suggestion and in partnership with the church leadership, invite a keynote 

speaker to come and present to the congregation. Host a reception in their honor allowing the congregation 

to meet and speak with them on their work. They may be gifted in the arts or spirituality. Total Budget 

$1000  

All Church Read 

At the Sabbatical Pastor’s suggestion and in partnership with the church leadership, select at least one book 

to be purchased for every congregation member who would like one. If the budget allows, a second book or 

other material gifts or supplies could be provided to the congregation following the theme of Spirituality 

and the Arts. This could include art supplies to support the curation of congregational art activities. Total 

budget $1000 

 



 

Fellowship and Fun Social Activities 

During the congregational sabbatical the Sabbatical Pastor along with the church leadership will plan at 

least two social events or outings giving the congregation time to enjoy each other’s company and renew 

those relationships that were necessarily put on hold during the COVID pandemic. We encourage the 

members to donate items and food for these events or sell tickets if necessary to defer the cost of these 

events.  

Create a Movie/Picture Record of these Activities 

The Sabbatical Pastor along with the Digital Communications Coordinator will see that video clips and 

high-quality photos are taken of each of these activities. These will be woven into a short film to be shared 

during the Sabbatical Return Sunday on August 14th, 2022.  

 

 
 

The next Community Meal will be on Saturday May 7th from  
4:00 – 5:00.  Brown bag lunches will be available that include 
shredded pork sandwich, coleslaw, fruit, chips, and brownies. 
 

Guests can drive up to the back door and meals will be delivered to 
their vehicle. Contact Bonnie Stalker (608-290-4098) or Nancy Stabb 
at (608-302-9944) for more information. 

 

 

 
 

Photos from tower bells removal.  Todd will take to Cincinnati to repair/restore and return 

this fall. 

   
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          clappers      chimes stand 



 

Consistory Highlights for April 26, 2022 
 

Consistory and Pastor Tanya expressed appreciation to many in the church family: the team who for 
the past six months has been working to solve the problem of not having a church treasurer; Jamie 
Dieckhoff and the Dieckhoff family as well as the Parish Care team, including Pat Scott and Sarah 
Beers, for their work on the Good Friday vigil; the volunteers who provided the reception following 
the Sabbatical Sending Service—Pam Maxson, Gina Swenson, Carolyn Brandeen, David Arndt, and 
Brittney Mansur; and to Jill Gant for her work with the CROP Walk. 
 

Consistory welcomed Pastor Rev. Drew Filkins. On Sundays he will be basing his sermons on the 
narrative lectionary. 
 

Easter events included a four-week meditation class, a Maundy Thursday service, a Good Friday vigil, 
and an Easter Sunday service attended by 127 people. 
 

The church welcomed three new members on April 10 as well as celebrating an infant baptism. 
 

Over $18,000 was raised for relief efforts in Ukraine through the Music for Ukraine event. Thanks go 
to Nancy Stabb and Carole Kies as well as to all the other organizers. 
 

Consistory has enthusiastically endorsed Brittney Mansur to be a candidate for Member in 
Discernment with the Southwest Association’s Division of Church and Ministry and is looking forward 
to supporting her enrollment in the Damascus project. The Damascus Project, a shared ministry of the 
Minnesota and Wisconsin UCC Conferences, seeks “to nurture vitality within the body of Christ 
through theological study and equipping leaders within congregations and communities.” 
 

The March summary financial report showed the month’s contributions to be about $4,800 above the 
budgeted amount due to some persons making their annual contribution at the beginning of the year. 
Year to-date expenses have outpaced income by about $800 because of higher than expected heating 
bills and paying annual obligations. 
To solve the problem of finding a church treasurer, Consistory decided to create a job description for 
a bonded bookkeeper-treasurer. The goal is to have this description completed and approved by both 
Finance Ministry and Consistory so that the hiring process can begin in August. 
 

Finance Ministry will finalize a rental agreement for the Spirituality and Arts Event Center. The goal is 
to be ready to rent out the space for summer events. 
 

The church’s ministries remain active:  
Outreach Ministry completed the CROP Walk and is maintaining two Little Free Libraries.  
Education Ministry plans to install the peace pole this summer as well as provide books for summer 
Sunday School lessons.  
Finance Ministry continues to oversee work on the bell tower chimes, new stained glass windows, the 
open treasurer’s position, and the May 14 clean-up day at the church. 
Membership Ministry hopes to reestablish fellowship time after Sunday services. 
 

Submitted by Linda Stehura            
                     Thursday May 26 

 

 



 

Music for Ukraine a Grand Success! 

Raising over $18,000 for relief efforts in Ukraine, many thanks go to the organizers including 

members Nancy Stabb and Carole Kies. I was honored to be invited to speak a word of hope 

and to encourage people to share what they could –learning that money crosses borders easier 

than pigs!  Remarkable community event to help the many needs during a time of war. 

 

 

Four Week Meditation Class Completed 

The four week meditation class in March was well attended. Together we learned sitting 

meditation, lectio divino, visio divino, and walking meditation including the use of both of our 

labyrinths!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Thought for the month: Your mind is a garden.  

Your thoughts are the seeds. You can grow flowers, 

or you can grow weeds.           

               

             May 30 
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First Congregational United Church of Christ 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday Mornings 9:00 - 1:00 or by appointment. 

 
 

Ministers   All Members of First Congregational UCC 

Sabbatical Pastor  Rev. Drew Filkins 

Christian Ed. Director  Jamie Dieckhoff 

Music Director   Dr. Brian Knutson 

Interim Pianist/Organist  Jan Knutson 

Digital Communications Stephanie Natale 

Secretary   Becky Kingsbury 

Bookkeeper   Denise Caldwell 

Nursery Coordinator  Lindsey Anderson 

Custodian   Matthew Charlet 
 

 

Church Leadership & Volunteers 

 President                                  Debi Cox 

 Treasurer                                  

 Finance Chair Mike Rundle 

 Volunteer Coordinator Diane Holtz  

 Gardeners Nancy Stabb, Barbara Bendlin, Jeanine Fry, Tani Abendroth 

 Lawn Mowers: Mark Carlson, Bill Williams, Ian & Dave Groth, Mike Rundle,  

  Blake Budrow, Doug Newton 

First Congregational Church 

54 South Jackson Street 

Janesville, WI  53548 
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