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52-56 Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph… [who] went to Pilate and asked for the body of 

Jesus. Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid it in a rock-hewn tomb where no one had ever 

been laid.  It was the day of Preparation, and the sabbath was beginning. The women who had come with him 

from Galilee followed, and they saw the tomb and how his body was laid….  

On the sabbath they rested according to the commandment. 

 

Dear Members and Friends of Janesville UCC! 

Welcome to April a month of discovery! We are in the midst of great preparations! We are entering into a 

time of deep reflection during Holy Week with our Palm Sunday service, our Maundy Thursday service 

reenacting the events that lead to Jesus’ arrest, our Good Friday Prayer and Play stations and labyrinth 

walk, and then the triumphant celebration of Easter morning when we greet the resurrection of Jesus with 

trumpets and brass instruments! 

We are also preparing for a time of renewal and exploration of the Arts and Spiritual practices during our 

shared Sabbatical time from May 1st – August 14th. While I will be taking the time I need to reconnect and 

renew my spirit, you will be getting to know your Sabbatical Pastor Rev. Drew Filkins—a friend and 

colleague who will be guiding your spiritual journey. He is a warm and compassionate person. You will 

enjoy his many gifts and I pray you find his humor and easy manner a perfect fit for this time to reconnect 

with one another.  

In our Lukian story above, they are in the midst of the Day of Preparation. We are in such a time as that 

now too. Many hands were preparing then—a good and righteous man name Joseph, the women, and all 

the others. And then, just before Easter morning, they stopped their preparations.  

They rested. It was the sabbath.  
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They took a moment to breathe. They took a bit of time to reflect. They stopped the daily routines long 

enough to become aware of what they had just experienced. 

And as they rested, God was preparing them for the most glorious of days for the entire community. As the 

sun began to just peek over the horizon, something miraculous was unfolding, new life was awaiting them 

all, they did not know it yet.  

But before the sun rose, they took a sabbath day to rest and reflect.  

This is what Holy Week is all about—reflections and resting from the usual activities of our days. This is 

what Sabbath is all about—time to remember and reconnect to our God. This is what Sabbaticals are all 

about—time to try something new and discover new things that we love, and to explore new relationships.  

April really is a month of discovery! I hope you will reach out and meet some of the new folks in our 

church—they are really amazing people. I pray you will take some time to reconnect to some old friends in 

our congregation also!  And Come and Celebrate with me on Sunday April 24th as I will receive your 

blessings for a fruitful sabbatical. We will have a reception after our service and you will meet our new 

Sabbatical Pastor Rev. Drew Filkins. It will be a day to remember! 

April is a beautiful month to come back to the church! Hope to see you soon. 

Filled to the Brim with Hope! 

Pastor Tanya 

 

Worship in April 
 

April 3:   Communion; Faith Poured Out   
 

April 10:  Palm Sunday  
  

April 14 Maundy Thursday svc 6:30 pm 
 

April 15-16 Good Friday Prayer Vigil 
 

April 17:   Easter Celebration with brass quintet  
  

April 24:   Sabbatical Sending Sunday; Rev. Ted Drewson preaching    

           

 

 

Thank you to our March liturgists: Nathan Roehl, Brittney Mansur, and  

Carolyn Brandeen. 

 

If you would like to be a liturgist, contact Diane Holtz,    jdmholtz@charter.net  

or logon to      https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084aaba722a0f85-liturgist 

 

Thank you for continuing to participate in worship!  Your contribution is greatly 

appreciated.  I am looking to fill the calendar for June.  Diane   
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April BIRTHDAYS, Happy Day to All!           

 

2    Kelsey Schleif        9    Steve Essen          20  Jason Knutson           

3    Julie Eide     12  Barbara Bendlin          21  Dennis Hale 

3    Kira Myers     17  Diann Condon          21  Mary Hausner 

4    Gillian McCabe    18  Jacob Slack          23  George Tucker 

5    Aly & Ty Slack    19  Jim Anderson          26  Doug Newton 

6    Todd Slack     20  Karen Atkins          27  Shaun Drefahl 

                29  Nandini Sadagopan 
 

       

April ANNIVERSARIES, Congratulations 
 

1    Dave & Jean Schollmeier                  

3    Sarah & Robert Popian    

22  Quinton & Karissa Greer   

 

 
 

 
 

     
As we are fed at Christ’s table we go out to feed others. 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed.      

                  Life is an echo… 

          what you send out,  
            you get back! 
 

ECHO April Needs:        

Diapers (sz 4-6)          Toothbrushes     Spaghettios 
Peanut butter & jelly   Feminine products     Razors  
Spaghetti & sauce    Deodorant      Toilet paper  

Mac & Cheese    Dish soap      Canned Tuna/Chicken 

Brown paper bags    Shampoo      Soup 

Canned meats    Breakfast bars     Laundry Soap 

 
ECHO will be packing and distributing Easter baskets for children in the community. 

They need baskets, individually wrapped candy, plastic eggs, and plastic basket wrap.  

Donations should be dropped off at ECHO by April 8th.  

 
 

 

 

Thought for the month: Get to know Jesus before you get to meet him!  

 

Virtual Seekers continues with new book discussion on Braiding Sweetgrass by Robin Wall 

Kimmerer, a recommendation from the Wisconsin UCC Conference. Purchase or borrow your 

own copy of the book and join the discussion via Zoom at 4:00.  

Contact Barbara Bendlin at  janesvilleucc@janesvilleucc.org for the ZOOM link. 

If your name ever gets  

missed from the birthday  

or anniversary list, please  

let Becky know. 

mailto:janesvilleucc@janesvilleucc.org
http://echojanesville.org/


 

Sunday School and Youth Group News 

Good Friday Vigil: Noon on April 15th through Noon on April 16th  
 

As you witness and await the Good News of the 

Resurrection on Easter Morning, you are invited to 

spend your time intentionally connecting with yourself 

and your faith in our sacred space. Come to pray, 

ponder, and play with stations sponsored by Janesville 

UCC Church Ministries and staff. Held in our new 

Spirituality Arts Event Center. 

 

Easter Sunday is April 17th 

We will offer a special message to children and they will remain in worship with  

their families on this special day of celebration.  The nursery will be open and staffed. 
 

 

 

Share the Love Campaign Update 
 

As part of our Share the Love campaign, each Sunday School and 

Youth family received $50 from the church to “Do Something 
Beautiful for God!” Each month we will highlight some of the 

beautiful things our Janesville UCC Families have done: 
 

Just wanted to let you know how we spent/will spend our $50. April 2nd is the beginning of Ramadan for our friends Izzy 
and Asiya. We plan on giving gift baskets (using the $50) for the kids to start the Ramadan season. I have the items in 
mind but will buy closer to the start of Ramadan. ~Brittney (Mansur Family) 
 

As you know we are wedding planning and with that comes so much excitement but also a lot of stress. It is important to 
both Lucas and I to get married in the church and we have decided to put our $50 toward our “getting married at the church” 
fund. Every month, Lucas and I will be adding money to the fund until we are able to pay for the church, pastor Tanya’s 
time, music etc. This plan has alleviated some financial stress for us and has us looking forward to being married in a place 
that is so important to us. We thank you for this opportunity to do something to strengthen our relationship with God and to 
remind us that He is with us even during the good times and the stressful times. ~Kelsey & Lucas (Contreras Family) 
 

We donated the money to World Central Kitchen. They are an organization that is partnering with local restaurants and 
chefs inside Ukraine and neighboring countries to provide warm, regionally appropriate meals to anyone who needs it. My 
work also matched the donation dollar for dollar so it went twice as far. Thanks for doing this. We had some good discussions 
as a family about how we felt was the best use of this money. https://wck.org/ ~Katie (Shebesta Family) 

 

Crop Walk is Sunday, April 24th 1:00 p.m. at Cargill United Methodist  

-Did you know that right here in Janesville there are families that do 
not know where they will find food for their next meal?   
-Did you know that in some villages in Africa, girls walk for miles 

each day to provide water for their families?    You can help! 
Please walk for Crop Walk 2022 and raise money to end hunger in 

Janesville and in the world!   Please contact Jamie Dieckhoff at jamie@janesvilleucc.org by April 10th to let 

her know you will be walking. Plan to get sponsors for your walk, and you can choose how long you will walk 

for on the day of the event (2K, 5K, or 10K).       Come join the fun! 

https://wck.org/
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The next Community Meal will be on Saturday April 2nd from  
4:00 – 5:00.  Brown bag lunches will be available that include egg 
bake, biscuit, mandarin orange, and cookies. 
 

Guests can drive up to the back door and meals will be delivered to 
their vehicle. Contact Bonnie Stalker (608-290-4098) or Nancy Stabb 
at (608-302-9944) for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THESE SPECIAL SERVICES: 

April 10:  Palm Sunday 

April 14:  Maundy Thursday, 6:30 pm with Communion, Reinacting Jesus’ life, ministry 

and arrest. 

April 15-16: Play and Pray Vigil;  Call the office to reserve your time, or sign up on 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040845A5AF2AAAFA7-good1    

April 17:  Easter Sunday with brass quintet 

April 24:  Sabbatical Sending Sunday, reception to follow 

 

 

Outreach Mission for April is One Great Hour of Sharing 

Our theme for 2022 is Love Remains, based on 1 Corinthians 13.   

Love is an active decision to think of others before self; to work on behalf of others; and to care for 

others with acts of kindness and advocacy. Paul taught that community is less about “me” and more 

about “us,” states Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia Thompson of UCC Operations.   

Through your generosity, the United Church of Christ provides support that offers 

hope during times of despair. With your assistance we offer food, water, medicines, 

education, and opportunities for sustainable development inside and outside of our 

borders. 

Thank you for your continued faithfulness in supporting those who need resources 

and assistance to recover their lives following disasters.  Patti York 
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Summary of Consistory Minutes from March 22, 2022 
 

Carolyn Brandeen has been approved to serve on Shared Ministry 
 

Treasurer’s Report – Mike Rundle from Finance gave the treasurer’s report, since we do not currently have 

a treasurer.  The February outlook is much better than January. 
 

Fund raisers proposed to raise $8450 

Consistory members offered their “brainstormed” ideas for fund raising.   

 Pastor Tanya is willing to do three activities. 

o A Giving Tuesday fund raiser online on the Tuesday after Thanksgiving   

o Sales of pins etc. at the Janesville Pride event  

o Peace Pole fundraiser in conjunction with Joan Kalweit, Jamie Dieckhoff, and Barbara Bendlin.  

The pole will be on church property with a small garden and memory brick patio.    

 Community Meal is willing to do some kind of outdoor cookout for members and community at 

about $10/plate probably in late August. 

 Wine and Cheese music event similar to the 75th Anniversary fund raiser. This event could include 

an art show, with entry fees for artists, and be held in late September.  

 A time/talent auction can be planned for early summer by using an on-line auction platform. 

 Memorial Parade or June cycle race beverage sale.  
 

Interim Organist Job Description has been approved 
 

Sabbatical Update was given, and COVID19 Safety Mitigation Policy Update was approved. 
 

Holy Week Activities 

The Ministries’ participation in the Good Friday Prayer Vigil was discussed.  The vigil is set to begin at 

noon on Good Friday and end at noon on Saturday.  The church will be open Friday at noon until 9 p.m. 

and Saturday from 6 a.m. until noon.  The ministries reported their ideas.   

 Parish Care:  I am water theme 

 Finance:  Vine and branches 

 Outreach:  Bread 

 Christian Ed:  The Good Shepherd 

The labyrinth will be available as well as a meditation station and a yoga station.  
 

Pastor’s Report 

Highlights from Pastor’s Report include the following.  Over the last 6 ½ years she has:  

 Welcomed 62 new members 

 Conducted 5 weddings 

 Hired 10 new staff members 

 Supported 35 families helped through grief 

 Guided 20 confirmations  
 

Ministry Reports 

Outreach:  no report 

Education: Bags of Love were sent out to families of children.  These bags include stickers, buttons, $50.  

The ministry will restart the OWL program and the Seekers group. 

Finance: The upper chapel will be rented out during the summer, the contract for the bell tower is signed, the 

church will try a laundry service for custodial items, the treasurer job description is complete, the Sabbatical 

Pastor contract is completed with $2,100 added for travel, and an Immigrant line has been added to budget.    

Membership: Easter card is organized and the church may welcome new members soon. 
 

The next meeting will be April 26, 2022, at 6:30 pm.   



 

Sabbatical Summary   

We Welcome Rev. “Drew” Filkins as our Sabbatical Pastor! 

The Sabbatical Search Committee along with our pastor has nationally 

advertised and received four qualified candidates for our position. We 

interviewed two candidates and have recommended Rev. Andrew Filkins 

to be our Sabbatical Pastor during Pastor Tanya’s renewal time away. Rev. 

Filkins has a personality and gifts that we believe make him able to 

connect well with people from a wide variety of backgrounds and 

situations. He showed great interest in our church and our sabbatical theme 

of deepening our Spirituality and celebrating the Arts. We believe he is a 

good fit for our needs at this time of congregational renewal and 

deepening of relationships as we continue to emerge from the global pandemic. 

We believe that God has called “Drew” to our congregation for such a time as we are 

empowering our Shared Ministry Team to work with and support him during his time, that he 

may be successful during his short, but meaningful tenure at Janesville UCC. 

Terms of employment. 

April 24th  Attend the Sabbatical Sending Sunday 

May 1st First day in the pulpit preaching. 

May 2nd Rev. Filkins First Day in the Office 

August 14th Rev. Filkins Last Day in the Office 

Schedule will be Sundays – Wednesdays with remote work on Thursdays.  

Sabbatical Schedule for Rev. Dr. Tanya Sadagopan: 

April 24th, 2022  Pastor Tanya’s Sabbatical Sending Sunday 

Bridge Associate Conference Minister Rev. Ted Drewson Preaching  

Reception to Follow 

April 24th  Last Day in the Office 

April 24th- 30th Work Remotely and Turn Over of responsibilities to Sabbatical Pastor 

   Office cleaned and made ready for the Sabbatical Pastor 

May 1-August 13th  Sabbatical Time Away 

August 14th  Sabbatical Return Sunday, Inviting New Associate Conference Minister  

Rev. Amy Lunde-Whitler to Preach 

Reception to Follow 

August 16th  First Day Pastor Tanya is back in the office 

 



 

Summary of New COVID-19 Mitigation Policies 

Worship Attendance in Person: Masks and face-coverings are strongly encouraged, but not required. For 

those whose household members and personal health are at risk for more severe disease, high quality N95 

and KN95 masks are strongly encouraged and provided for all who may need them. We strongly encourage 

all those who attend in person to be fully vaccinated and boosted, when they are eligible, as their doctor 

deems it safe to do so. The balcony will remain open for all those who desire additional distancing. 

Elevator access to the balcony will be made available for anyone who may want access in that way. 

Sanctuary Distancing: Every other pew will remain marked off for distancing until a time when it is no 

longer deemed necessary. The balcony will remain open for anyone who wishes to have additional room 

for the safety of themselves or their family. Hand sanitizer and sanitizing stations will remain available in 

all rooms, entrances, and in each pew readily available for those who may want to use it at any time. 

Proof of Vaccination is required of all staff including our minister, and it is required for all choir 

members.  

The Pastor in the Pulpit will not mask while preaching or speaking and will take an antigen test on 

Sundays to make certain they do not pass on the virus unknowingly. 

Nursery attendants will be required to continue to mask with our littlest ones.  

Our Director of Music and Director of Christian Education will, at their discretion, determine the 

requirement of masks based on local conditions among staff, students, the congregation, and community. 

They will always welcome anyone who chooses to wear masks and will provide high quality N95 or KN95 

masks for all who want them.  

Fellowship Hour and refreshments may be served on Sundays with preferences for individually wrapped 

food and beverages.  

While we continue to be optimistic with the number of cases going down in Rock County, should the 

conditions change for the worse, we may make face coverings and masks required for our congregational 

gatherings once more. If the CDC level for Rock County raises to the “medium” level the return to masking 

will likely be instituted. These policies may be updated as conditions warrant in collaboration with the 

Pastor and the President.  

 

 

 

On February 27th we said good bye to David Newman.  He 

was our organist/pianist for over 8 years.  We gave him a 

monetary thank you and wished him well in his next 

adventure.  He will be missed. 

 

Jan Knutson will be the interim organist/pianist.  

 

 



 

Play and Pray Vigil 

Christian Education Ministry and Parish Care with Pastor Tanya's guidance, will again be hosting a 

24 hour vigil in the Spirituality Arts Event Center. During this sacred time of noon on Good Friday, 

April 15, to noon on the next day, Saturday, April 16. This has been a very special place to be, 

offering time for quiet reflection, prayer, or meditation. There are a variety of areas for youth and 

adults for reading, quiet music, aids to contemplation, and a labyrinth. There is also an area for 

children to engage in quiet play; plus snacks will be available. 

     At this time, we need people to sign up to be present, hosting this 24 hour vigil; families are 

encouraged to sign up together. Optimally, there will be three people for each hourly shift from 

noon – 9:00 PM, and a minimum of two for the overnight hours. The hours between 9:00 PM and 

6AM will be done quietly awake from your home. To sign-up call the office or go to 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040845A5AF2AAAFA7-good1.  Thank You. 

 

  
  
  
  
 
Photos from previous Prayer Vigils 
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First Congregational United Church of Christ 
Office Hours: Tuesday & Wednesday Mornings 9:00 - 1:00 or by appointment. 

 
 

Ministers   All Members of First Congregational UCC 

Pastor    Rev. Dr. Tanya Sadagopan 

Christian Ed. Director  Jamie Dieckhoff 

Music Director   Dr. Brian Knutson 

Interim Pianist/Organist  Jan Knutson 

Digital Communications Stephanie Natale 

Secretary   Becky Kingsbury 

Bookkeeper   Denise Caldwell 

Nursery Coordinator  Lindsey Anderson 

Custodian   Matthew Charlet 
 

 

Church Leadership & Volunteers 

 President                                  Debi Cox 

 Treasurer                                  

 Finance Chair Mike Rundle 

 Volunteer Coordinator Diane Holtz  

 Gardeners Nancy Stabb, Barbara Bendlin, Jeanine Fry, Tani Abendroth 

 Lawn Mowers: Mark Carlson, Bill Williams, Ian & Dave Groth, Mike Rundle,  

  Blake Budrow, Doug Newton 

First Congregational Church 

54 South Jackson Street 

Janesville, WI  53548 
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