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A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the LORD shall rest 

on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 

the LORD.     ISAIAH 11:1-2 

Re-Awakening to Advent 

This past Sunday during worship we formed teams to decorate the sanctuary in the liturgical color of 

“Advent blue.” The table, bible, and cross were dressed in rich hues of blue cloth. The organ pipes 

were donned with our blue velvet tapestry of the angel proclaiming the good news of Christ’s birth.  

The flags lining the sanctuary balcony were switched to the blue, white, and red angels that bring joy 

into our midst. Our large lighted Christmas tree was erected and then covered in beautiful blue and 

silver ornaments.  Our Giving Tree—the ECHO tree, was set up and adorned with tags for us to select 

and purchase gifts for resource challenged families. In less than15 minutes a job that normally takes 

hours in the hands of a few, was completed by the faithful hands of many.  We are Re-Awakening to 

Advent—or the art of waiting and hoping for the birth of the Christ child.   

In this season of ongoing challenges brought on by the pandemic, we are experiencing both a sense of 

renewed joy and the resurgence of difficulties we thought we had overcome. We may feel hopeful one 

day and then be filled with dread once again as the news of the world reaches our doorsteps. How can 

we remain hopeful during this ever-changing time in our faithful lives?  

We must remain attentive and keep a watchful eye for hope, for love, for joy, and for peace. Each week 

we will be Re-Awakening to memories of past holidays, Re-Turning to hopeful futures, Re-Imaging 

ways of showing love, Re-Experiencing joy in the lives of children and families around us, and Re-

Claiming a world that is based in shared values of peace for all God’s people.  This Advent and 

Christmas season we will need to let go of how things used to be and begin to create together how 

things can become what God wants for us now.  

Simply, like the shoot of a tree that grows out of a stump of a dead tree, our new experiences this year 

will neither be like the past nor necessarily reflect what is to come. But it will be a start—a beginning 
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of a new life together!  Isaiah tells us that this “shoot from the stump of Jesse” will be a leader like no 

other.  There will be a new kind of leader that has wisdom and understanding, counsel and might, 

knowledge and a healthy dose of fear/wonder/awe of God also.  Maybe this is how we can approach 

this holiday season—with awe, wonder, fear, wisdom, and a desire for understanding. What might your 

holidays look like if you approached them with a healthy dose of fear and wonder? 

We have so much to be thankful for—7 new members have joined our church! We have received two 

grants amounting to $7000 to help pay for a new upgraded sound and video system for broadcasting 

our services live. We continue to receive gifts and offerings to support the many ongoing ministries of 

our church. And our staff are working tirelessly to restore our programs of education, music, and 

worship for all who consider this their church home. 

Join us for our Children’s Pageant December 12th, our Advents services at 10am on Sundays, and our 

Christmas Eve Family Service at 4pm on Friday December 24th and our Candlelight Service at 7:30.  

Re-Awaken to what God is doing in your life as we await together the joyful return of the Christ Child-

-that little child who leads us through it all!   

Humbly, 

Pastor Tanya 

 

 

Worship in December 

 
December 5: Re-Imagining Love  
 

December 12: Re-Experiencing Joy in our Christmas Pageant  

December 19: Re-Claiming Peace 
  

December 24: Re-Igniting Christ’s Light 

   4:00 Family Service; 7:00 Traditional Candlelight Service 
 

December 26: Worship service on-line at Facebook.com/JanesvilleUCC; not in person 
 

 

 

Thank you to our November liturgists: Sarah Beers, Darla Dernovsek, and Patti York. 

If you would like to be a liturgist, contact Diane Holtz, jdmholtz@charter.net. 

 

Thank you for continuing to participate in worship!  Your contribution is greatly 

appreciated.  I am looking to fill the calendar for December and January.  Diane   

 

 

We will have the ECHO Giving Tree this year.  Tags are on the tree in 

the Sanctuary, and also an on-line sign up is available at 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080d4daba92aa1fb6-echo 
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The next Community Meal will be on Saturday December 4th from  
4:00 – 5:00.  Brown bag lunches will be available that include chili,  
corn muffins/butter, fruit cup, carrots, and holiday cookies.   
PBJ sandwiches upon request. 
 

Guests can drive up to the back door and meals will be delivered to 
their vehicle. Contact Bonnie Stalker (608-290-4098) or Nancy Stabb      
(608-302-9944) for more information. 

 

 

Thought for the month: Worrying is like sitting in a rocking chair.  It gives you 

something to do but it doesn’t get you anywhere. 
 

 

December BIRTHDAYS, Happy Day to All!           

 

1    Patty Piek-Groth        13  Gene Fry           20  Ann Forbeck           

1    Jim Hyzer     13  Diane Holtz          21  Tobias Eide 

1    Norm Prom     14  Jill Gant           22  Nathan Roehl 

1    Joan Skyles     15  Ed Atkins           23  Heather Restivo 

2    Ronald Hull    15  Jean Jensen          24  Joan Kalweit 

3    John Mansur    18  Victor Krumm          24  Dave Lennox 

9    David Jensen    18  Hunter Slack          30  Melissa Newton 

11  Katie Shebesta    19  Karen Teubert 

       

December ANNIVERSARIES, Congratulations 
 

26  Bill & Mary Williams 

31  Jim & Diane Holtz 

 

 

 

 

Consistory minutes from November 23rd   

Not available by press time.  NOTE:  The December Consistory meeting will be 

December 21st instead of the 28th. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good luck to Angelica Chapman-Sykes.   

Her last day will be Christmas Eve.  She has  

a new job in Madison.  We wish her well. 

If your name ever gets  

missed from the birthday  

or anniversary list, please  

let Becky know. 
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If you would like to order a poinsettia for our Christmas Eve worship 

service, send a $15.00 check to the church, include your name and the 

name(s) of those you wish to honor.  Orders are due by December 6th. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

    As we are fed at Christ’s table we go out to feed others. 

 Thank you to everyone who has contributed.      

                  Life is an echo… 

         what you send out,  
          you get back! 

 

ECHO December Needs:        

Diapers (sz 4-6)          Toothbrushes     Spaghettios 
Peanut butter & jelly   Feminine products     Razors  
Spaghetti & sauce    Deodorant      Toilet paper  

Mac & Cheese    Dish soap      Canned Tuna/Chicken 

Brown paper bags    Shampoo      Soup 

Canned meats    Breakfast bars     Laundry Soap 

 

 
 

 

On Sunday, November 7th, we honored the following at our 

Community Memorial Service: 

 

Evelyn Alwin   Barb Cullen  Leroy Rathert 
Greg Anderson   Robert Dye   Ralph Scott 
Genevieve Angus   Mary Hunt   Richard Skyles 
Art Briggs    Marlyn Kolinsky  James Smith 
Lynne E Baltzer   Lillie Markham  Louise Teeter 
George Brandeen   Dottie Newton  Andy Walton 
Ruth Ann (Kingsbury) Cech Jim Orvis   Evie Wanninger 
Tim Cheesebro   Anthony Popp  Betty Willing 
 
 
It will get colder for sure.  The ‘Mitten Tree’ is up awaiting your mittens, hats, gloves and scarves. 
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On Sunday, November 24th we welcomed 7 new members into our church family. 

 
Lucas Contreras: engaged to Kelsey Schleif; he is a social worker who volunteers at the YWCA 

Domestic Violence Shelter.  He likes watching sports (Go Badgers), cooking, spending time with 

his 3 sons, and exercising. 
 

Kelsey Schleif: soon to be married to Lucas.  She is a mental health therapist.  She enjoys cooking, 

singing and playing sports.  She would like to join the choir in the near future.  She wants her 3 

young children to learn the word of God. 
 

Desiree Halonen:  married to Niki Jackson this past summer.  She teaches math at Blackhawk 

Technical College.  She just moved to Janesville and is a first time homeowner.  She and Niki and 

their 2 cats would like to foster kids who need a home. (not in picture) 
 

Niki Jackson:  Found our church on the internet and likes that we are Open and Affirming.  She is 

a nurse at MercyHealth.  (She was also baptized that day.) 
 

Laurie Kant-Hull:  comes to us from the Congregational Church in Elkhorn that disbanded during 

COVID.  She has a Master of Library Science degree and was a Medical Reference Librarian and 

then a youth services librarian.  Hobbies include gardening, knitting, quilting, painting, weight 

lifting, and reading.  Would like to join our Seekers book group. 
 

Ronald Hull:  He likes our church because we are progressive and Open and Affirming.  He loves 

music and was a barbershopper!  He is a dentist and he and Laurie volunteer at the Mission of 

Mercy (dental care).  Their son Daniel is finishing his PhD at Concordia Univ of Chicago. 
 

Richard Harper:  Past jobs include systems analyst for IBM in NY, Correctional Officer at 

Waupun, studied Drug & Alcohol Addiction issues and retired as Probation Parole Agent in 

Madison & Janesville. Currently is active in Al-Anon leadership positions.  His hobbies include 

music and his house plants.  He has one son, Eric. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

From OUTREACH Ministry 
 

The Outreach Ministry would like to thank the congregation and all those who have donated to 

our "Monthly Missions." We appreciate your generosity and we know the recipients of the 

collected funds are very appreciative as well!   John Mansur 

Outreach Mission for December is the Christmas Fund 

UCC Christmas Fund has been providing emergency grants, small annuities for health 

premiums and Christmas “Thank You” gift checks to active and retired clergy and lay 

employees of the United Church of Christ for over 100 years.   

UCC congregations and members have blessed the Christmas Fund with their generosity 

repeatedly. This year, your care and compassion will be especially appreciated.  If you feel it in 

your heart to donate to servants of UCC, you can do so by check and simply write “Christmas 

Fund” in the memo line or if you prefer to pay with Easytithe, you can designate “UCC 

Christmas Fund Offering” when you give online at:  

https://app.easytithe.com/app/giving/janesvilleucc.  Your generosity will be received by many.  

Patti York 

 

 

 

 
 

We all know the basic facts about Christmas.  But do we know the true meaning of the “Twelve Days 

of Christmas” song?  The following is what many believe is the origin of the song and its meaning.   
 

People often think of the “twelve days of Christmas” as the days before Christmas.  Actually Christmas 

is a season of the Christian year that lasts for twelve days from December 25th thru January 6th which 

is Epiphany. 
 

From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics in England were not allowed to practice their faith openly.  

During that era, someone wrote the song as a kind of secret catechism that could be sung in public 

without the risk of persecution.   
 

The partridge in a pear tree is Jesus Christ. 

 The two turtledoves are the old and new testaments. 

 Three French hens stand for faith, hope and love. 

 The four calling birds are the four gospels. 

 The five gold rings recall the Torah (law), the first five books of the Old Testament. 

 The six geese a laying stand for the six days of creation. 

 Seven swans a swimming represent the sevenfold gifts of the spirit. 

 The eight maids a milking are the eight beatitudes. 

 The nine ladies dancing represent the nine fruits of the spirit. 

 Ten lords a leaping are the Ten Commandments 

 Eleven pipers piping stand for the eleven faithful disciples. 

 Twelve drummers drumming symbolize the twelve points of belief in the Apostles’ Creed. 

https://app.easytithe.com/app/giving/janesvilleucc


 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND YOUTH GROUP NEWS 
 

All Are Invited to Join Us on December 12th for: 

A Family Christmas Pageant  
 

Join us for a special worship service on December 12th as we re-tell the story of 

the miracle of Christ’s birth in a brand-new way! Families will tell the story using 

inspired art pieces, and each unique panel will come together to help us all see the 

bigger picture of God’s Story at work in our world.  

Families: There will be short rehearsal planned following worship on December 5th 

Sunday School Schedule 

Dec. 5th: Communion Sunday: Grades PK-5, please come straight to the Sunday School 

classroom on Communion Sundays (usually the first Sunday of the month). We will join 

worship to celebrate communion with families. Grades 6-8 remain in worship for 

Communion Sundays. 

Dec. 12th: Christmas Pageant Sunday- please arrive at 9:00am to prepare 

Dec. 19th:  Regular Sunday School classes 

Dec. 26th: No Sunday School classes 

 

December 24th Christmas Eve Worship 

Services: 
 

Family Friendly Worship, 4:00pm 
 

Candlelight Worship, 7:30pm 

 
  

 

The Youth Group is collecting food and supplies for people in need throughout 

Advent with a “Reverse Advent Calendar.” Instead of getting something 

(chocolate, small treat, etc.) on each day of Advent, the Youth are putting Faith 

into Action by collecting an item for ECHO each day! Want to join along? Items 

will be due the church by January 9th for delivery to ECHO. 

 

The Youth Group will gather on Thursday, January 6th from 6:30-7:30pm for an online 

Epiphany Party. Zoom links will be sent to families before the event. Contact Jamie 

Dieckhoff at jamie@janesvilleucc.org to be added to the list. 
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Special thanks to all who contributed to the 

Women’s Fund effort to restore the Rhoda Lavinia 

Goodell plaque and the Women’s History Mural on 

the outside wall of the Courthouse. 

Speakers at the re-dedication ceremony include: 

Nancy Sonntag, Women’s Fund chair; Carolyn 

Brandeen, original member of the Rock County 

Women’s History Committee, Nancy Kopp, 

Wisconsin Supreme Court Commissioner and 

author; Judge Barbara McCrory, first female Rock 

County Circuit Court Judge; and Rep. Sue Conley, 

Wisconsin Assembly District 44.  

The Women’s Fund is a component of the 

    Community Foundation of Southern WI, Inc. 



 

 

     

  

 

 

 

 

 

        This page was        

     attached  to the       

     Tower Notes that  

     were mailed. 

 

  

 

     

 

   

 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 
Office Hours: Tuesday & Wednesday Mornings 9:00 - 1:00 or by appointment. 

 
 

Ministers   All Members of First Congregational UCC 

Pastor    Rev. Dr. Tanya Sadagopan 

Christian Ed. Director  Jamie Dieckhoff 

Music Director   Dr. Brian Knutson 

Organist   David Newman 

Digital Communications Angelica Chapman-Sykes 

Secretary   Becky Kingsbury 

Bookkeeper   Denise Caldwell 

Nursery Coordinator  Lindsey Anderson 

Custodian   Matthew Charlet 
 

 

Church Leadership & Volunteers 

 President                                  Debi Cox 

 Treasurer                                 Bo Klotz 

 Finance Chair David Arndt 

 Volunteer Coordinator Diane Holtz  

 Gardeners Nancy Stabb, Ken Forbeck, Barbara Bendlin, Jeanine Fry 

 Lawn Mowers: Greg Shebesta, Mark Carlson, Bill Williams,  

  Ian & Dave Groth, Doug Newton 

First Congregational Church 

54 South Jackson Street 

Janesville, WI  53548 
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