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Pastor’s Message
“Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things…For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but
then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known.”
1 Corinthians 13:7; 12

Dear Members and Friends of Janesville UCC!
We have such joy in our midst these days. We have recently celebrated baptisms, attended Pride
in the Park, and welcomed 8 new music scholars into our music program! While we continue to
practice all measures available to us for mitigating the impact of the Delta variant of the corona
virus during the ongoing pandemic, we are finding ways to Be the Church again including softly
singing hymns in worship with masks and distance between us.
November will be even more joyous as we join together to comfort one another in our collective
grief at the Community Memorial Service on November 7th. We will also be exploring our
Stewardship Theme Rooted in Love which will culminate in sharing our pledges and volunteer
time commitments on COMMITMENT SUNDAY November 21st! Please plan to join us for
these two special services.
On November 14th we will be welcoming many new members who will be joining the church—
each eager to share their love, faith and talents with this community! Their presence in our
midst confirms that the Holy Spirit is still at work in our congregation and that our progressive,
inclusive, and active ministries are just what people of Christian faith are looking for today.
As I write this, I am preparing to take two weeks away for clergy renewal with my family. My
gratitude and appreciation extend to our Consistory, Personnel Committee, and Shared Ministry
teams for making this possible. It is out of love that we share in this ministry together. It is with
love that I take some time to renew my spirit before we begin our new liturgical year together at
the end of November. Don’t forget to thank the staff who are all hard at work preparing

meaningful programs for you and your family. They are also making it possible for me to be
away.
Advent is just around the corner—the four weeks when we study and prepare for the birth of
Jesus at Christmas. He was a child refugee forced to relocate due to war and strife. It is
important that we remember our calling to Christian love is based on a family who is not unlike
our own Afghan evacuees here at home.
While we do not know exactly what the future will hold—we cannot see clearly into that
future—we do have faith that with enduring hope and love we will continue to Be the Church
God needs us to be for our community.
In Christ Service and Faithful Love,
Pastor Tanya

Worship in November
November 7:

Stewardship #2; Community Memorial Service

November 14: Stewardship #3; Justice Rolls Down; Honoring Veterans
November 21: Stewardship #4; Commitment Sunday-Christ the King
November 28:

Thank you to our October liturgists: Jim Holtz, Pam Maxson, Patti York, Diane Holtz,
and Nathan Roehl.
If you would like to be a liturgist, contact Diane Holtz, jdmholtz@charter.net.
Thank you for continuing to participate in worship! Your contribution is greatly
appreciated. I am looking to fill the calendar for November and December. Diane

November BIRTHDAYS, Happy Day to All!
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Richard Klossner
Robert Popian
Melinda Clark
David Arndt
Sarah Gehri

14
18
19
21
21

Janette Soddy
Nathan Merz
Lucia Hyzer
Logan Bagley
Mary Ann Harris

November ANNIVERSARIES, Congratulations
17 Alan & Elizabeth Dunwiddie
22 Jim & Janette Soddy
23 Rob & Gina Swenson

23
29
29
30

Tony Dieckhoff
Quinn McCabe
Jan Willeford
Marie Hartung

If your name ever gets
missed from the birthday
or anniversary list, please
let Becky know.

Consistory minutes from October 26th
Good news about Sunday worship services! By using the fan function on the air conditioning
system as well as filtered box fans, ventilation can be improved with the outside doors closed.
While we continue to mask and socially distance, we can be safe and warm on Sundays. Thank
you to David Arndt and Mike Rundle for figuring out how to improve ventilation.
Treasurer Bo Klotz reported that at this point in the year the church remains about $1,000
ahead of the 2021 budgeted amount.
Stewardship packets should be received by Saturday, October 30, and the campaign will begin
with the Sunday service on October 31. Thank you to Nancy Stabb and the stewardship
committee for their work in creating and assembling the mailings.
Pastor Tanya has been working hard both within the church and in the community. She has
been contacting less engaged church members, meeting with prospective new members,
working with Parish Care to restore the practice of sending care cards, celebrating three
baptisms, and starting to plan the children’s Christmas program. Along with volunteers from
the church, she represented our Open and Affirming congregation at Pride in the Park.
Planning has begun for two new stained glass windows which we hope will be completed by
Easter.
At the November 14 service, the church will welcome new members.
Membership Ministry is beginning its annual updating of church rolls. If you have a new or
different email address, preferred phone number, or home address, please contact the church
office so that the directory can be updated with your current information. The Membership
Ministry thanks you for doing this.
Submitted by Linda Stehura

The next Community Meal will be on Saturday November 6th from
4:00 – 5:00. Brown bag lunches will be available that include tator-tot
casserole, fruit, roll//butter and a brownie.
Guests can drive up to the back door and meals will be delivered to
their vehicle. Contact Bonnie Stalker (608-290-4098) or Nancy Stabb
(608-302-9944) for more information.

Over 80 meals handed out in September.

2021-2022 Music Scholars
Back Row L to R: Jasiah Doyle, Rylan Pagel,
Luke Schmaling, Griffin Eldridge, Brian
Knutson
Front Row L to R: Jacob Ramos, Melina
Williams, Lucy Natale and Abby Troia

As we are fed at Christ’s table we go out to feed others.
Thank you to everyone who has contributed.

Life is an echo…
what you send out,
you get back!
ECHO November Needs:
Diapers (sz 4-6)
Toothbrushes
Peanut butter & jelly Feminine products
Spaghetti & sauce
Deodorant
Mac & Cheese
Dish soap
Brown paper bags
Shampoo
Canned meats
Breakfast bars

Spaghettios
Razors
Toilet paper
Canned Tuna/Chicken
Soup
Laundry Soap

This year ECHO expects to assist over 600 low income families with a Thanksgiving
basket. Please help if you can by donating to ECHO, 65 S High St, Janesville WI 53538.
Canned goods also accepted, but no home made cookies or desserts.

Thought for the month: Sometimes memories sneak out of my eyes and roll down my
cheeks.

Stewardship message from Nancy Stabb
The Stewardship theme, Rooted in Love, is very apt for our church. In 1845 we were a welcoming
place for the controversial Abolitionists. Today we welcome our LGBTQ brothers and sisters as well
as the immigrants from foreign lands, equally controversial ideas. We are the church that believes
that love is stronger than fear and, that by working together, we can make a difference. That is why I
have been a member here for over 45 years and why I contribute my money and my time to the
program, maintenance and mission of our beloved community.
The church needs money to maintain the building, pay salaries and fund programing. The church also
needs our time and talent to increase our collective impact. I encourage you to complete and return
both cards mailed in the Stewardship packet this month. Please be as generous as you are able.
Even if you have limited resources, make the commitment to support, in whatever way you can, what
we stand for. Together, we are rooted in God’s love!

Welcoming Immigrants Spotlight on Immigrants and ECHO
What follows is a personal story shared by Jessica Locher, Executive Director of ECHO, to
show how the donations solicited earlier this year from First Congregational UCC to the
ECHO unrestricted housing assistance fund are making a difference.
Maria and her two children moved to the area in early 2020, to get away from a dangerous
domestic relationship. Maria was working full time and renting an apartment. In January,
Maria and her children became ill. COVID-19 was suspected, but Maria and the older child do
not have insurance and so were not tested. When the younger child, who also has autism,
became ill, he tested negative for COVID-19.
Maria needed to be home to take care of her two ill children. Unable to work for months, she
lost her job and daycare. By mid-February, Maria was on the brink of homelessness with 2
small children not knowing where to turn. To compound the issue, Maria has no family in the
area and her ability to speak English is limited. Someone in her apartment complex
suggested she contact me at ECHO to see how we may help.
ECHO’s Spanish speaking staff was able to assist with the application process,
communicated with the Landlord and helped Maria complete the rent appointment. With the
generous donations for immigrant housing, we were able to assist with 2 months of rent to
help this family stay in their home.
This laid the foundation for a relationship with ECHO, as Maria has continued to call for
referrals and resources in the community. Maria struggled with returning to work as daycare
for her youngest has been a challenge with the recent diagnosis of Autism. We researched
possible providers together and after many calls was able to find a provider that would accept
a child with Autism.
Immigrant Refugee Support Fund-Afghan Evacuees is a new opportunity for us to
continue to be Immigrant Welcoming. If you give by check, note on the memo line that it is for
Immigrant Refugee Support. If you give by Easy-Tithe, this fund is one of the options.
https://app.easytithe.com/app/giving/janesvilleucc

We had a great turn out of people,
conversations, 75 raffle participants, and many
volunteers on Saturday October 9, at Janesville’s
Pride Fest. The all-day event had over 1400
people in attendance. We raffled off 2 rainbow
shawls, fingerless gloves, and a beanie
hat. Thanks to all who made the day a great
success!

Little Free Library/ Blessings Box Update
Our church's LFL continues to be used by our neighborhood residents. We provide books, of
course, but also there is food, socks, TP, dental and toiletry supplies. In colder
weather, there are gloves, hats, and mittens. Many of these are knitted and
crocheted by our members.
This Outreach only happens with help from the congregations' generosity. Thank
you to those who have brought books, clothes, toiletries, and food. We only have a
small supply of each of these items.
Please join the Outreach service for our neighbors. You may bring items on
Tuesday and Wednesday to the office from 9 to 1 or on Sundays.
Feel free to contact me if you have questions. Thanks for your help!

Roberta Tucker

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND YOUTH GROUP NEWS
PAGEANT 2021

A Family Christmas Pageant December 12th
Join us for a special worship service on December 12th as we re-tell the story of
the miracle of Christ’s birth in a brand-new way! In November, families will be asked
to work on a fun art project to help tell the story using their unique creative spirits.
Look for more information to come soon. All are invited to participate!

There will be short rehearsal planned following worship on December 5th.

ADVENT 2021

Advent Begins on Sunday, November 28th
No Sunday School Classes on November 28th
We invite families to welcome Advent together in worship.
Family Advent Celebration Materials
Families will receive at-home Advent celebration kits from the church. To get added
to the distribution list, contact Jamie Dieckhoff: jamie@janesvilleucc.org

Special Events
Look for “Special Events” announcements as plans for Advent and Christmas are
finalized!

Sunday School Schedule
No Sunday School classes on November 21st or 28th. Please enjoy worship together
as a family on these days.
We will be preparing for the Christmas Pageant by learning the Christmas Story in
Sunday School classes in the weeks leading up to December 12th.
Reminder: Please come straight to the Sunday School classroom on Communion
Sundays (usually the first Sunday of the month). We will join families during worship.

Virtual Youth Group Meeting- Wednesday, November 10th
Some families are interested in a virtual Youth Group experience, so we are
planning to meet Wednesday, November 10th from 6:30-7:30pm. Jamie
Dieckhoff will send the link for this meeting via text. Please email her at:
jamie@janesvilleucc.org to be added to the list.

Rides Assistance Program
Parish Care wishes to compile a list of volunteers who would be willing to provide rides to assist church
members or friends of the church. Basically, this will involve providing rides to church for members, or
possibly someone interested in coming; and rides to appointments or shopping as needed. We realize that many
of you already do this for a specific parishioner, but we wish to have a pool of names that could be called if
needed; after a surgery, during an illness, unable to drive. It will be a service for those who need assistance but
not sure who to call—or reluctant to ask a specific person.
Pastor Tanya has checked with Church Mutual, the church's insurance company, and there are some basic
criteria to be met: valid drivers' license, driver's insurance name (Church Mutual would be a second payer if
needed), and basic background check. Jamie can help with the background check, and those working with the
children have had this. Send a copy of your driver’s license and name of your insurance company to Becky.
The plan is that a coordinator will have the list of volunteers. The person needing a ride would call the
coordinator at least a week in advance of ride needed; the coordinator checks the list, finds a name of driver
living nearby, and calls that person. If they cannot at that time, she calls others until the ride is found. When a
driver is found, the driver calls the person in need and sets it up. This is done with privacy for all involved. The
more who are willing to participate, the easier it will be to help those who need rides as well as less pressure on
the volunteers driving.
If you are interested in helping to provide this service, please contact the church office or Karel Cripe of Parish
Care.
Thank you,
Pat Scott, Chair, Parish Care

From Outreach:
The Outreach Opportunity for November is the Rock County Foster Care Closet. The Closet is
always accepting donations of diapers and wipes as well as new or gently used clothing (sizes
24Mo – Youth XL) and toys. There is a specific need for boys size 2T winter clothes, and toys
for children 1-2 years. All donations will be passed along to children in our community. Foster
parents Tammi and Jerry Rabbach saw a need to have clothing, diapers, toothbrushes and other
items available for children entering the foster care system. In their own basement they have set
up a beautiful collection of items they provide to foster families, social workers and birth
families. You can drop off gently used children’s clothing or give monetary gifts to help
provide items that are needed but are not in the resource room.
John Mansur
608-322-2325

Thanks to Jim and Karel Cripe, Carolyn Brandeen, Diane Holtz, Jeanine and Gene
Fry, Rita and Yvone Feirn, Dean Smith, Tom Clippert, Linda Stehura, Diane
Henrichs, Bonnie and Keith Stalker, Martin and Nancy Stabb for delivering Meals
on Wheels in October.

GOOD NEWS! October 17th we celebrated a joyful baptism of a Duncan Mohr, the three month old
son of Amy and Tyson Mohr, grandson of Jean and Dave Schollmeier. With four generations of the
baby's family present, members from our Consistory, Christian Education Ministry, and Staff gathered
together in our labyrinth chapel area, we pledged our support to this young family as they strive to raise
their child in the compassionate ways of Jesus! His big brother Garret also promised to continue to be a
good big brother and he blessed the water prior to the baptism. Among the questions asked of the
parents is, "Will you encourage your child to learn the ways of loving kindness, practice compassion,
and to seek justice in their world and to have the courage to renounce evil? If so say, “With God’s help,
we will.”" It is a great reminder for each of us what our role is as members of this Body of Christ--may
each of us learn the ways of loving kindness, practice compassion, seek justice in the world, and have
courage to renounce evil! Congratulations to the family! For others interested in baptism and joining
the church message us!

Did you lose someone you love during the
pandemic?
If a friend or family member died during the
pandemic in the last 2 years, we want to give you
a chance to honor your loved one at our
COMMUNITY MEMORIAL SERVICE on
Sunday November 7th. There will be a
‘visitation’ of sorts after so we can walk around
and pay our regards.
Email the office if you would like to be a part of
the service. Drop off an 8x10 ‘framed’ photo of
your loved one by
November 3, along with a paragraph about why
they are special, with their birthdate and death
date.

First Congregational Church
54 South Jackson Street
Janesville, WI 53548
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First Congregational United Church of Christ
Office Hours: Tuesday & Wednesday Mornings 9:00 - 1:00 or by appointment.
Ministers
Pastor
Christian Ed. Director
Music Director
Organist
Digital Communications
Secretary
Bookkeeper
Nursery Coordinator
Custodian
Church Leadership & Volunteers
President
Treasurer
Finance Chair
Volunteer Coordinator
Gardeners
Lawn Mowers:

All Members of First Congregational UCC
Rev. Dr. Tanya Sadagopan
Jamie Dieckhoff
Dr. Brian Knutson
David Newman
Angelica Chapman-Sykes
Becky Kingsbury
Denise Caldwell
Lindsey Anderson
Matthew Charlet

Debi Cox
Bo Klotz
David Arndt
Diane Holtz
Nancy Stabb, Ken Forbeck, Barbara Bendlin, Jeanine Fry
Schollmeiers, Greg Shebesta, Mark Carlson, Bill Williams,
Ian & Dave Groth, Doug Newton

