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I am the GREAT I AM, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a 

covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the GREAT I AM, that is my name;   Isaiah 42:6-8a 

Dear Members and Friends of Janesville UCC! 

We celebrate with you the return to our Fall Programing, including our vocal and bell choirs, 

and Sunday School classes this past month!  We are providing a hybrid worship experience for 

people to either join us in the sanctuary, from the comfort of their home, or even while 

traveling.  We know that everything isn’t quite as we hoped it would be, but it sure is wonderful 

to share in worship together in new ways!  Please let us know how our ministry is blessing your 

lives. 

This month we have many exciting events planned. Communion will be served on Oct. 3 in our 

sanctuary for the first time in 19 months with safety mitigations in place. Oct. 9 you can find 

our church booth in the community at the PRIDE IN THE PARK event from 11am-3pm. Come 

out! October 31st will mark the beginning of Stewardship Campaign, Rooted in Love, where 

your pledge giving will make our plans for 2022 possible. 

Our church continues its bold OUTREACH work with our monthly Community Meal open to 

all, our Immigrant Welcoming education and fundraising for Afghanistan evacuees for the first 

three weeks of October, along with our Outreach Opportunity this month for Neighbors in 

Need.  

We also know most of us have had someone die in our life these past 19 months.  So, we are 

planning a COMMUNITY MEMORIAL SERVICE on November 7th and invite you to bring in 

an 8x10 framed photo of your loved one.  You can read more about that later in this newsletter.  

 

   Pastor’s Message  
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In short, God is CALLING YOU to find your place at Janesville UCC. We know this has been a 

hard year. We know that you miss the joy of worship, music, and the spiritually uplifting 

messages you find here.  

God has taken us each by the hand and invites us to be a light to our community. The GREAT I AM 

loves you and cares deeply for your welfare, and so do I. We hope to see you soon. Reach out 

and let us know how we can help you find your way on your spiritual journey. 

In good health and Christian faith, 

Pastor Tanya 

 

Worship in October 
 

October   3:   God’s Name is Revealed 

October 10:   God Provides Manna 

October 17:   God Calls Samuel 

October 24:   God Calls David 

October 31:   Solomon’s Temple 

 

Thank you to our September liturgists: Diane Holtz, Nathan Roehl, Sarah Beers. 

If you would like to be a liturgist, contact Diane Holtz, jdmholtz@charter.net.   

 

 

October BIRTHDAYS, Happy Day to All!           

 

2    Carter Dieckhoff       18  Jeanine Fry          23  McKenzy White           

5    Ian Groth     19  Jeannine Fitzgerald        28  Debi Cox 

6    Joan Neeno     22  Roxanne Murwin          29  Judith Anderson 

7    Rob Swenson   23  Judy Alt           30  Dawn Endl 

8    Jim Cripe    23  Diana Kjendle          31  Katsumi Neeno 

16  Matthew Knutson   23  Josette Scott 

 

       

October ANNIVERSARIES, Congratulations 
 

8    Kim & Scott Roberts   26  Mark & Marlene Gilmore 

18  Tony & Jamie Dieckhoff   27  Ben & Emily Arndt-Rein 

21  Mark & Janet Carlson   28  Andrea & David McCabe 

 

 
 
Thought for the month:  Life is like a camera…focus on what’s important, capture the 

good times, develop from the negatives, and if things don’t work out, take another shot. 

 

If your name ever gets  

missed from the birthday  

or anniversary list, please  

let Becky know. 
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Consistory minutes from September 28th  
 

Treasurer Bo Klotz reviewed the August financial report, highlighting that at this point in the year the 

church is $1,340.25 ahead in income over expenses. Also, even though member contributions were 

down in August, year-to-date contributions are $1,716.98 above the budgeted amount. 
 

Gina Swenson and Pam Maxson reported on the work of Shared Ministry in preparation for Pastor 

Tanya’s upcoming sabbatical. Items covered included the need for a bridge pastor, ideas on financing 

the sabbatical, and activities for the congregation during the pastor’s absence. To cover the sabbatical 

expenses, Consistory approved the request from Shared Ministry that, contingent on Finance Ministry’s 

approval, $32,000 be withdrawn from unrealized gains from endowments for the purpose of a bridge 

pastor and related expenses for Pastor Tanya’s 2022 sabbatical. 
 

The theme of this year’s stewardship campaign is Rooted in Love. The campaign will begin October 31 

and end with Commitment Sunday on November 21. The Time and Talent form will be designed to 

include activities that are specific to this congregation. 
 

Pastor Tanya reviewed how our worship services have evolved during the 18-month period without in-

person worship. She has discovered that our current plan of hosting live online services is difficult and 

has an unprofessional quality. To be more effective, the church will need to invest in new cameras and 

software at a cost of $5,000 to $10,000. Consistory sees this investment as urgent, since online is how 

most people find their way to us. Thus, online services may be seen as a way of marketing the church, 

and the McWilliams Trust has funds earmarked for marketing. 
 

Pastor Tanya is busy with many forms of pastoral care. In addition to visits, calls, and messages, she is 

reaching out to those who have become less engaged during the past eighteen months and to 

prospective new members. She has also performed baptisms and a graveside service. 
 

The church has received a $500 clergy renewal grant from the UCC Wisconsin Conference which will 

enable Pastor Tanya to take two weeks away from the church. She is planning to combine one week of 

the clergy renewal grant with a week of vacation time and be gone the weeks of October 24 and 31. 
 

Outreach—Dave Schollmeier reported that the church will again participate in ECHO’s adopt-a-family 

for Christmas and that $560 was donated to Wilson School and Rock River Charter School for school 

supplies. 
 

Education—Lisa Peterson reported that Sunday School is reaching out to include both children and 

families, that air purifiers are now in the Sunday School rooms, and that the Peace Pole is ready to be 

installed this spring.  
 

Finance—Nancy Stabb shared that the boiler will be replaced, that a washer and dryer have been 

purchased and will be installed, that an inspection of the bell tower found that the structure is sound, 

and that the historical renovation space needs additional equipment. 
 

Membership—Roberta Tucker reported that Membership Ministry has created safe routines for in-

person worship services, is working on the flyer to be included with the October financial statements, 

and has prepared a new Time and Talent list for the stewardship committee 

to consider. 

 

Submitted by Linda Stehura 

 

 



 

 
    As we are fed at Christ’s table we go out to feed others. 

 Thank you to everyone who has contributed.      

                  Life is an echo… 

         what you send out,  
          you get back! 

 

ECHO October Needs:        

Diapers (sz 4-6)          Toothbrushes     Spaghettios 
Peanut butter & jelly   Feminine products     Razors  
Spaghetti & sauce    Deodorant      Toilet paper  

Mac & Cheese    Dish soap      Canned Tuna/Chicken 

Brown paper bags    Shampoo      Soup 

Canned meats    Breakfast bars     Laundry Soap 

 

 

 

 

From OUTREACH Ministry: 
 

The Outreach Opportunity for October is Neighbors In Need. Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special 
mission offering of the United Church of Christ that supports ministries of justice and compassion 
in the United States. In 2021, Neighbors in Need “Unfailing Love” offering is focused on 
supporting organizations and projects that are serving homeless and immigrant neighbors or 
communities. One-third of NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). 
Two-thirds of this offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to provide 
funding grants to UCC churches and organizations leading justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, 
and direct service projects in their communities. 

 
 
 
 
 
Little Free Library/ Blessings Box Update  
 

   Our church's LFL continues to be used by our neighborhood residents. We provide books, of 
course, but also there is food, socks, TP, dental and toiletry supplies. In colder 
weather, there are gloves, hats, and mittens. Many of these are knitted and 
crocheted by our members.  
 

   This Outreach only happens with help from the congregations' generosity. Thank 
you to those who have brought books, clothes, toiletries, and food. We only have a 
small supply of each of these items.  
 

   Please join the Outreach service for our neighbors. You may bring items on 
Tuesday and Wednesday to the office from 9 to 1 or on Sundays.  
 

   Feel free to contact me if you have questions. Thanks for your help!    Roberta Tucker 

 

http://echojanesville.org/


 

Sunday School and Youth Group News 

Families:  Join us each week for Safe Sunday School! 

Invite a Friend! 

We are a proudly progressive, justice-minded, and all-
welcoming Sunday School! 

PK-8th grade Sunday School classes are held from 10:15-11:00 Sunday 
mornings.  Our plan is to be in-person at the church until further 

notice. Masks and social distancing will be required in the classrooms.   

We are learning about God’s stories and continue to grow in faith, fun, and fellowship as we navigate our faith 
journeys together. Classes are geared for students in grades PK-8th grade, and all children are welcome to 
attend! Jamie Dieckhoff teaches PK-5th graders and Tony Dieckhoff is teaching grades 6-8. 
 

On Sundays with no communion served in worship: Children should go to the Sanctuary to worship all 

together, and then we will go to Sunday School classes following the Children’s Moment in the service. Students 
will be escorted to the Fireside Room at 11:00 am dismissal.  

 

Communion Sundays: Grades PK-5 will come straight to the classroom on arrival and will dismiss 

to families to celebrate communion with their church and families. Grades 6-8 will remain in 
worship for the whole service. 

 

Have any thoughts, questions, or ideas? Please reach out to Jamie Dieckhoff, Director of Christian Education at: 
janesvilleucc@janesvilleucc.org 

 

 

Save the Date: 

A Family Christmas Pageant December 12th 

Join us for a special worship service on December 12th as we re-tell the 
story of the miracle of Christ’s birth in a brand-new way! In November, 
families will be asked to work on a fun art project to help tell the story 
using their unique creative spirits. Look for more information coming 
soon! All are invited and encouraged to participate!   

 

 

 

Calling all students in grades 6-12 for Youth Group:  October 24th 

On October 24th plan to gather from 11:15-12:00 to learn and grow in our 
faith. We will discuss how we can turn our faith into action to seek justice 
for all in God’s world. We will plan to gather in-person in the Youth 
Lounge for meetings until further notice. Masks and distancing will be 
required. 
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The next Community Meal will be on Saturday October 2nd from  
4:00 – 5:00.  Brown bag lunches will be available that include ham & 
cheese sandwich, pickle, carrots, apple, chocolate pudding and water. 
 

Guests can drive up to the back door and meals will be delivered to 
their vehicle. Contact Bonnie Stalker or Nancy Stabb for more 
information. 

Over 80 meals handed out in September. 

 

 

 

Rides Assistance Program 
 

Parish Care wishes to compile a list of volunteers who would be willing to provide rides to assist church 

members or friends of the church. Basically, this will involve providing rides to church for members, or 

possibly someone interested in coming; and rides to appointments or shopping as needed. We realize that many 

of you already do this for a specific parishioner, but we wish to have a pool of names that could be called if 

needed; after a surgery, during an illness, unable to drive. It will be a service for those who need assistance but 

not sure who to call—or reluctant to ask a specific person. 
 

Pastor Tanya has checked with Church Mutual, the church's insurance company, and there are some basic 

criteria to be met: valid drivers' license, driver's insurance name (Church Mutual would be a second payer if 

needed), and basic background check. Jamie can help with the background check, and those working with the 

children have had this.  Send a copy of your driver’s license and name of your insurance company to Becky. 
 

The plan is that a coordinator will have the list of volunteers. The person needing a ride would call the 

coordinator at least a week in advance of ride needed; the coordinator checks the list, finds a name of driver 

living nearby, and calls that person. If they cannot at that time, she calls others until the ride is found. When a 

driver is found, the driver calls the person in need and sets it up. This is done with privacy for all involved. The 

more who are willing to participate, the easier it will be to help those who need rides as well as less pressure on 

the volunteers driving. 
 

If you are interested in helping to provide this service, please contact the church office or Karel Cripe of Parish 

Care.     
 

Thank you, 

Pat Scott, Chair, Parish Care 

 

 

 

 
Holy Humor from Church Ladies With Typewriters: (thanks Larry Barton) 

“For those of you who have children and don’t know it, we have a nursery upstairs.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

We hosted Covid Vaccine Clinic #2 September 12th 11am-2pm 

First time people getting their COVID-19 vaccine 
received a $25 gift card to Woodmans. 

Kona Icee truck was at the church from 10:45- 
2:15!  Free snow cone icees for all after worship. 

Over 26 vaccines were administered,14 were 
booster shots taken by our members.  

Special shout out of gratitude to our Vaccine 
partners SSM Health St. Mary's Hospital - 
Madison and Wisconsin Council of Churches for 
a successful vaccination clinic! Thanks to our 
volunteers and medical staff who worked all day! 
Every vaccination saves lives.  

 

 

 

   

On Sunday, September 26, we had 2 baptisms. 

 

 

Aria Wagner 
 

I like playing with my cats, acting, singing, 

storytelling, books, violin, origami, critiquing food, 

and aerial dancing. 

 
Serenata Wagner  
 

I like comedy, drawing, anime, video games, music, 

geography, Peter Pan, fancy clothes, movies, dolls, 

and hats. 

 

 
 

 

WE want to HEAR FROM YOU!! 

Join Angelica outside our blue doors after worship Sunday 

Oct. 3, 10, or 17th and share with us your answer to  

“Why do you Give to Janesville UCC?”. 

We are putting together a video of as many people as we 

can of how amazing our church is and we need your 

voices! For a virtual appointment, we can record your 

answer on Zoom over the lunch hour with Pastor Tanya on 

Monday the 4th between 11-1pm. Email Pastor Tanya if 

you want to share your answer via Zoom. 
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Did you lose someone you love during the pandemic? 
 

 

If a friend or family member died during the pandemic in the last 

2 years, we want to give you a chance to honor your loved one at 

our COMMUNITY MEMORIAL SERVICE on Sunday 

November 7th.  There will be a ‘visitation’ of sorts before and 

after so we can walk around and pay our regards. 

Email the office that you would like to be a part of the service.  

Drop off an 8x10 framed photo of your loved one.  Along with a 

paragraph about why they are special with their birthdate and 

death date.  Also, let us know if their cause of death was 

complications from COVID. 

On-line memorials can be sent to the office as well,  A photo of 

your loved one along with a paragraph about why they are special 

to you along with their birth and death dates. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship Campaign Begins Oct 31 

Your planned giving for next year will help us to plan our 

budget for all our ministry, staffing, and program needs. 

We depend on the generosity of your pledges for all the 

good work we are able to do here and in our community. 

This year’s theme is “Rooted In Love”.  Look for your 

letter in the mail from our Stewardship chair and return 

your pledge cards by COMMITMENT SUNDAY 

November 21st.  
 

If we do not have your mailing address, please email us or 

message us so we can include you. 

For posts— you can set up a recurring gift to begin in 

January 2022 on our giving platform Easytithe at  

https://app.easytithe.com/app/giving/janesvilleucc 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

     

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

        This page was attached  

     to the Tower Notes that  
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First Congregational United Church of Christ 
Office Hours: Tuesday & Wednesday Mornings 9:00 - 1:00 or by appointment. 

 
 

Ministers   All Members of First Congregational UCC 

Pastor    Rev. Dr. Tanya Sadagopan 

Christian Ed. Director  Jamie Dieckhoff 

Music Director   Dr. Brian Knutson 

Organist   David Newman 

Digital Communications Angelica Chapman-Sykes 

Secretary   Becky Kingsbury 

Bookkeeper   Denise Caldwell 

Nursery Coordinator  Lindsey Anderson 

Custodian   Matthew Charlet 
 

 

Church Leadership & Volunteers 

 President                                  Debi Cox 

 Treasurer                                 Bo Klotz 

 Finance Chair David Arndt 

 Volunteer Coordinator Diane Holtz  

 Gardeners Nancy Stabb, Ken Forbeck, Barbara Bendlin, Jeanine Fry 

 Lawn Mowers: Schollmeiers, Greg Shebesta, Mark Carlson, Bill Williams,  

  Ian & Dave Groth, Doug Newton 

First Congregational Church 

54 South Jackson Street 

Janesville, WI  53548 
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