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May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come 

home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves.       Psalm 126:5-6 

 

Dear Members and Friends of Janesville UCC, 
 

I have enjoyed seeing many of you at worship in our sanctuary and in our outdoor services as well as online in 

our Facebook Live worship! I pray this newsletter brings you not only news of your church family, but a sense 

of connection and joy in the many good things that are continuing in the life of our church. Connecting with 

each other in community and deepening our faith together is at the heart of who we are and what we do.  
 

This has been a season of letting go and saying our goodbyes to dear ones. You may have found yourself 

attending funerals, memorials, or graveside services over these last few months. I, myself, have performed 8 

services since the middle of June, one just today. As we have felt safer to gather with vaccines and lower cases, 

many have scheduled their special events. We have experienced delayed grief as well as postponed weddings, 

anniversaries, birthdays, and other celebrations. We were very hopeful that COVID was on its way out and we 

were on our way toward a new “normal” in work, in church, and in our communities. Unfortunately, the Delta 

variant of the corona virus has proved to be a formidable foil to our plans. And so, we wait and continue to 

protect ourselves and one another with masks and distancing, vaccinations, and booster shots! 
 

Where is our faith in all this? Recently I have been reading a book by Mathew Fox, Julian of Norwich: Wisdom 

in a Time of Pandemic—And Beyond.  Julian lived during the great plague of the middle ages that had many 

waves throughout Europe. Given the death toll was as high as 50% with the “black death,” faithful people began 

to distrust nature and humanity. Julian of Norwich believed deeply in God’s goodness and the beauty of the 

earth and all of creation, declaring humanity is a part of nature! She instructs us, “We find ourselves in a 

muddle between wellness and woe all our lives, she warns. Get used to it! To live life deeply is to deal with 

both light and darkness, joy and sorrow,” (pg. 88). Fox continues, “Yes, there can be plenty of suffering, but 

there is also much joy and beauty, awe and wonder, and cause for thanks and gratitude. This is, for Julian, a 

basic remedy for our troubles in times of the great darkness,” (pg. 154).  
 

How can we claim joy and hope and love in this time?  

Focus on the little things—what we are able to share and enjoy together. 

 

   Pastor’s Message  
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God’s promise is one of strength and resilience in the midst of challenges and hardship. God does not promise 

there will not be difficulties. But with faith, community support and perseverance we will see our way through. 

This is our trying time. This is our faith defining moment. This is the making of the next greatest generation.  

Let us strive to continue to bring our community together. Reach out, make a call, write that letter, pick up that 

card, send that text, tell someone you love them, you care about them, and how your faith is helping you during 

this time.  
 

Send us a card at the office. Drop your pastor a note. We care deeply for you and your spiritual journey. May 

we be reminded that Christ laughed and cried, celebrated joys, and accompanied people during hard times. He 

suffered violence and death. God said death will not have the last word and Christ’s resurrection is our hope of 

new life after such hardships.  
 

I pray you will find joy, share love, and connect deeply with your church and the ones you love. Take a break 

from the bad news if you need to. Walk in your garden, and in the paths and trails of the beautiful earth around 

us. There is beauty, and it lies all around us—and most especial within us!   
 

See you in worship! 
 

All my love, 

Pastor Tanya 

 

Worship in September 
 

September 5:     Rooted In Love    

September 12:   Creation and the Beginning  

September 19:   Abraham & Sarah and Isaac 

September 26:   Jacob’s Dream 

 
 

Thank you to our August liturgists: Pam Maxson, Nathan Roehl, Diane Henrichs, 

Bonnie Stalker. 

If you would like to be a liturgist, contact Diane Holtz, jdmholtz@charter.net.   

 

 

September BIRTHDAYS, Happy Day to All!           

 

1    Molly Holtz       8    Ilah Hartung          20  Aaron Bagley           

1    Joyce Schaaf    9    Kimberly Roberts          22  Tanya Sadagopan 

3    Denise Essen    10  Tommy Swenson          24  Kathy Arndt 

3    Nishanth Sadagopan  11  Joan Ogden          24  Ruth Robinson 

4    Jayden Murwin   13  Andy Hopkins          26  Todd Myers 

5    Carole Kies    13  Ross Lalor           26  Dar Zentz 

6    Deanna Jensen   15  Eloise Shebesta          29  Karel Cripe 

7    Mike Cioni    16  Brandi Dye 

       

September ANNIVERSARIES, Congratulations 
 

8    Whitney & Mike Cioni   14  Dave & Deanna Jensen 

13  Dave & Sonja Bagley   20  Richard & Sherry Klossner 

13  Jim and Ann Hyzer    24  Daniel & Mary Eley 

If your name ever gets  

missed from the birthday  

or anniversary list, please  

let Becky know. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clip+art+wedding+rings&id=74B8D90005EB40E896B926C46C1F2D7BECEF7A4D&FORM=IQFRBA#view=detail&id=8CF9F2BEDE012277A2693A63CE790C65E3305A5C&selectedIndex=98


 

Thought for the month:  Don’t do something permanently stupid because you 

are temporarily upset. 
 

Consistory minutes from August 24th  

 
Consistory addressed the problem of increasing COVID cases in Rock County. After much discussion that 

included a review of current Rock County COVID statistics as well as recommendations from the 

Wisconsin Council of Churches, Consistory decided through consensus that Pastor Tanya and congregation 

president Debi Cox, in conjunction with the church staff, will decide if and when the church must suspend 

in-person services until such services can be safely resumed. The intention is to hold in-person worship 

services as much as possible, but to have the flexibility to react as COVID circumstances change. Any 

decision to suspend in-person sanctuary services will be fully explained to the congregation. Consistory 

members emphasized their concern for the safety of church staff as well as for the community at large. 

Should an in person worship service need to be abruptly canceled, Membership Ministry will telephone 

members who do not have access to online communications from the church. Online services will, of 

course, continue without interruption.  
 

Consistory thanked all those who have maintained their financial support of the church through this unusual 

COVID year. As a result of that faithful giving, the church at this point in the year is $4,192.02 ahead in 

income over expenses. Also, even though member contributions were down in July, year-to-date 

contributions are $2,997.47 above the budgeted amount.  
 

Matthew Charlet has begun work as the church custodian. He can be contacted through email at 

matthew@janesvilleucc.org.  
 

In-person pastoral care has increased with the lifting of many COVID safety protocols. Pastor Tanya has 

been able to make visits, celebrate a wedding, and officiate at eight funerals or graveside services.  
 

The Endowment Committee is meeting and working on an inspection of the bell tower and chimes.  
 

Eleven people were vaccinated at the COVID vaccination clinic held at the church on August 22. A follow-

up clinic is scheduled for September 12. The first twenty-five people vaccinated will receive a $25 

Woodman’s gift card.  
 

The church ministries remain active. Finance Ministry reported that a washer and dryer will be installed in 

the community meal pantry and that the Endowment Committee will be making recommendations of how 

to cover the $25,000 needed for the pastor’s sabbatical. Membership Ministry will create a flyer to be 

included with the financial statements to be mailed in October and will make a list of new COVID duties 

for ushers/greeters. Education Ministry is discussing the need for volunteers. Outreach Ministry continues 

its work with monthly missions, the GIFTS shelter, the pastor’s discretionary fund, and the community 

meal.  
 

Pastor Tanya will be taking a week of vacation from August 31 through September 6. 
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    As we are fed at Christ’s table we go out to feed others. 

 Thank you to everyone who has contributed.      

                  Life is an echo… 

         what you send out,  
          you get back! 

 

ECHO September Needs:        

Diapers (sz 4-6)          Toothbrushes     Spaghettios 
Peanut butter & jelly   Feminine products     Razors  
Spaghetti & sauce    Deodorant      Toilet paper  

Mac & Cheese    Dish soap      Tuna 

Brown paper bags    Shampoo      Soup 

Canned meats    Breakfast bars     Laundry Soap 

School supplies 

 

 

 

 

 

From OUTREACH Ministry: 
 

The Fourth Ward Neighborhood Action Team is having a "Large Item Pick Up Day" in the 

neighborhood on Saturday, September 11th beginning at 7:30am. We'll meet at the Fourth Ward Park 

to assign routes and could use both people with trucks/trailers that can help and helpers that can ride 

along. We will drive from house to house and pick up any items that are on the curb that are too big to 

fit in a garbage can and once we have a full load take it to the landfill, empty the load, and head back to 

get another load. Please contact John Mansur if you are able to help at 608-322-2325 or 

johnrmansur@gmail.com. 

 

The Opportunity Outreach collection for September is ECHO.  Jessica Locher will be our guest 

speaker on Sunday, September 19th. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Holy Humor from Church Ladies With Typewriters: (thanks Larry Barton) 

“The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the congregation would lend him their girdles 
for the pancake breakfast next Sunday.” 
 

 
 
 

mailto:johnrmansur@gmail.com
http://echojanesville.org/


 

Little Free Library/ Blessings Box Update  
 

   Our church's LFL continues to be used by our neighborhood residents. We provide books, of 
course, but also there is food, socks, TP, dental and toiletry supplies. In colder 
weather, there are gloves, hats, and mittens. Many of these are knitted and 
crocheted by our members.  
 

   This Outreach only happens with help from the congregations' generosity. Thank 
you to those who have brought books, clothes, toiletries, and food. We only have a 
small supply of each of these items.  
 

   Please join the Outreach service for our neighbors. You may bring items on 
Tuesday and Wednesday to the office from 9 to 1 or on Sundays when we are 
outdoors or in the sanctuary.  
 

   Feel free to contact me if you have questions. Thanks for your help!    Roberta Tucker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our beautiful gardens this year are 

created and maintained by our amazing 

volunteers Nancy Stabb, Barbara 

Bendlin, Jeanine Fry, and Ken 

Forbeck.  Be sure to thank them for 

their hard work! 

 

 

 

 



 

Sunday School and Youth Group News 

 

Join us September 12th for our Sunday School Kickoff Celebration! 

Sunday School classes will be held from 10:15-11:00 Sunday 
mornings.  Our plan is to be in-person at the church until further 
notice. Masks and social distancing will be required in the 
classrooms.   

We will learn God’s stories and will grow in faith, fun, and 
fellowship as we navigate our faith journeys together. Classes are 
geared for students in grades PK-8th grade, and all children are 
welcome to attend!  
 

We will plan to join worship all together, and then we will go to Sunday School classes 
following the Children’s Moment in the service. Students will be escorted to the Fireside Room 
at 11:00 am dismissal. We will return to the Sanctuary on communion Sundays to celebrate the 
sacrament with families. 

Have any thoughts, questions, or ideas? Please reach out to Jamie Dieckhoff, Director of Christian 
Education at: jamie@janesvilleucc.org  

 

Our Summer Fruits of the Spirit program comes to a close on August 29th 

A special thank you goes out to all who helped to make 
this year’s summer Fruits of the Spirit program so 
inspiring! Lindsey Anderson, our Nursery Coordinator 
did a fabulous job teaching and coordinating, and 
students were engaged in thoughtful discussions. Thanks students and 
families for your hard work and for making time to attend! On September 

5th there will be a pre-recorded story option for families to watch as their schedule allows. 
 

Calling all students in grades 6-12 for Youth Group starting Sept. 26th! 

This year we will gather from 11:15-12:00 to learn and grow in 
our faith. We will discuss how we can turn our faith into action 
to seek justice for all in God’s world. We will plan to gather in-
person in the Youth Lounge for meetings until further notice. 
Masks and distancing will be required. 
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A message from Wisconsin Conference UCC: 
 

“Moving from Lament to Hopefulness: A Reflection From Your Supportive Ministries 
Team”    by Cathy Wille 
 

…the truth is that as we have moved into the next stage of the pandemic, I have heard a 
lot of laments from clergy and parishioners alike: Things are not the same.   

It’s hard to stream worship and conduct in-person worship at the same time.  And the one 
I hear most often:  People are not coming back to church.  What if they never come back? 
 

There are no answers to these questions, at least not yet.  But I am reminded of a story 
told by the Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber in her book Pastrix…. 
 

The disciples’ mistake was also my mistake:  They forgot that they have a God who 
created the universe out of “nothing,” that can put flesh on dry bones “nothing,” that can 
put life in a dust womb “nothing.”  I mean, let’s face it “nothing” is God’s favorite material to 
work with.  Perhaps God looks upon that which we dismiss as nothing, insignificant, and 
worthless, and says, “Ha! Now that I can do something with.” 
 

As we lament the losses cause by COVID, and experience our own “nothingness,” there 
are at least three things we can remember that may help us:  1) The stories of God’s 
amazing grace that take the scarcity of nothingness and transform it into abundance;  2) 
we don’t have to bring about the transformation all by ourselves; 

and 3) lament brings us into a closer relationship with God. 

 

The church has brochures for the walking tour of the life of Lavinia 

Goodell.     

She was the first Wisconsin woman lawyer in 1874. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The next Community Meal will be on Saturday September 4th from  
4:00 – 5:00.  Brown bag lunches will be available that include shredded 
turkey sandwiches, chips, fresh veggies, fresh fruit, cookies & pudding 
cup, lemonade/water. 
 

Volunteers are needed for food prep (1:30 – 3:30) and serving/clean up 
(3:30 – 5:30).  Contact Bonnie. Mask & hair coverings required. 

Guests can drive up to the back door and meals will be delivered to 
their vehicle. Contact Bonnie Stalker (608-290-4098) or Nancy Stabb 

             (608-302-9944) for more information. 

 

 



 

We are thankful to Jim Anderson and his family for their generous gift allowing us to bring in 

inspectors for our Bell Tower and Chimes. We learned so much! Special thanks to Dr. Brian 

Knutson, chair of our Endowment Committee, for organizing the inspectors. We will continue 

to be blessed by the music of these chimes for many years to come!  

 

 

 

 

 

Rides Assistance Program 
 

Parish Care wishes to compile a list of volunteers who would be willing to provide rides to assist church 

members or friends of the church. Basically, this will involve providing rides to church for members, or 

possibly someone interested in coming; and rides to appointments or shopping as needed. We realize that many 

of you already do this for a specific parishioner, but we wish to have a pool of names that could be called if 

needed; after a surgery, during an illness, unable to drive. It will be a service for those who need assistance but 

not sure who to call—or reluctant to ask a specific 

person. 
 

Pastor Tanya has checked with Church Mutual, the church's insurance company, and there are some basic 

criteria to be met: valid drivers' license, driver's insurance (Church Mutual would be a second payer if needed), 

and basic background check. Jamie can help with the background check, and those working with the children 

have had this. 
 

The plan is that one person will be the coordinator and have the list of volunteers. The person needing a ride 

would call the coordinator at least a week in advance of ride needed; the coordinator checks the list, finds a 

name of driver living nearby, and calls that person. If they cannot at that time, she calls others until the ride is 

found. When a driver is found, the driver calls the person in need and sets it up. This is done with privacy for all 

involved. The more who are willing to participate, the easier it will be to help those who need rides as well as 

less pressure on the volunteers driving. 
 

If you are interested in helping to provide this service, please contact the church office or Karel Cripe of Parish 

Care.     
 

Thank you, 

Pat Scott, Chair, Parish Care 



 

Last month in mid August we welcomed the family of Genevieve & 

James Angus, founders of Angus Young Architects. They came to bring 

their mother and grandmother Genevieve to her final resting place at 

Milton Lawns next to her husband. While visiting we shared that our 

newly renovated space was designed by Angus Young Architects which 

was started by James himself. They were delighted with all the 

renovations and improvements in our church since their membership with 

us in the 1960's. We are still going strong! Many thanks to the Angus 

family for helping make our church and Janesville Strong! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are hosting Vaccine Clinic #2 September 12th 11am-2pm 

First time people getting their COVID-19 vaccine will 
receive a $25 gift card to Woodmans. 

Kona Icee truck will be at the church from 10:45 am-
12:15 pm!  Free snow cone icees for all after worship! 

Special shout out of gratitude to our Vaccine partners 
SSM Health St. Mary's Hospital - Madison and Wisconsin 
Council of Churches for a successful vaccination clinic on 
August 22nd! We surpassed our goal and vaccinated 11 
new people! Thanks to our volunteers and medical staff 
who worked all day! Every vaccination saves lives. "No 
matter where you are on your vaccination journey, you 
are welcome here!”  
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      This page was attached  

    to the Tower Notes that  

     were mailed.  

 

 

     

 

   

 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 
Office Hours: Tuesday & Wednesday Mornings 9:00 - 1:00 or by appointment. 

 
 

Ministers   All Members of First Congregational UCC 

Pastor    Rev. Dr. Tanya Sadagopan 

Christian Ed. Director  Jamie Dieckhoff 

Music Director   Dr. Brian Knutson 

Organist   David Newman 

Digital Communications Angelica Chapman-Sykes 

Secretary   Becky Kingsbury 

Bookkeeper   Denise Caldwell 

Nursery Coordinator  Lindsey Anderson 

Custodian   Matthew Charlet 
 

 

Church Leadership & Volunteers 

 President                                  Debi Cox 

 Treasurer                                 Bo Klotz 

 Finance Chair David Arndt 

 Volunteer Coordinator Diane Holtz  

 Gardeners Nancy Stabb, Ken Forbeck, Barbara Bendlin, Jeanine Fry 

 Lawn Mowers: Schollmeiers, Greg Shebesta, Mark Carlson, Bill Williams,  

  Ian & Dave Groth, Doug Newton 

First Congregational Church 

54 South Jackson Street 

Janesville, WI  53548 
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