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Pastor’s Message
Invited

If then there is any encouragement in Christ…any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in
humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of
others.
Philippians 2:1-4

Dear Members and Friends of Janesville UCC,
May is often a busy time in the life of the church as we celebrate the many holidays and accomplishments
of our young people. We also begin to turn our minds towards the beauty of the outdoors! The special
occasions including Mother’s Day May 9th, Confirmation Sunday May 16th, and Pentecost/Graduation
Sunday May 23rd! Each Sunday will bring joy to our community.
This past month your ministry leaders and Consistory have engaged in some of the most challenging and
discerning work the church has had to consider since this pandemic began. “How can we safely begin to
reopen to in-person indoor worship while considering the needs of the whole church?” Learning to show
compassion and sympathy while coming to a place of being “of the same mind” is difficult work. While the
current COVID cases within Rock County are rising, we are also monitoring the percentage of people
within our church community who are fully vaccinated. Our recent Re-Opening Survey reported that of
those 55 persons/households responding, 92% of them will be fully vaccinated by June 1st. Additionally,
85% reported feeling “comfortable returning to in-person worship services in June” with appropriate
precautions in place. With this information, the Consistory moved to begin a phased approach to in-person
worship over the summer.
Beginning with our Pentecost Outdoor service May 23rd, we will have in-door in-person worship in the
sanctuary on the 2nd Sundays of the month and in-person outdoor worship services on the 4th Sundays of the
month. Our intimate online Facebook Live Worship will continue on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays. In this
way Consistory believes we will be able to minister to people in our congregation—balancing the need to
gather safely, with the need to remain safe at home.

Our in-door service will be kept to 45 minutes; there will be music but no congregational signing, nor
fellowship time either before or after worship. Should you choose to join us for either of our in-person
worship experiences, please follow these guidelines:
1. Stay home if you are not feeling well. Take your temperature before coming and if it is 100.4 or
higher, do NOT come to worship.
2. Enter the building through the glass doors by the parking lot and sign in and complete a health
check at the usher’s table. Exit the building through the blue doors on Jackson Street. Should you
have a physical limitation requiring you to exit through the glass doors, communicate that to the
user when you arrive.
3. Wear your face covering/mask prior to entering the building. Double check that it is covering both
your mouth and your nose for the protection of everyone.
4. Sanitize your hands prior to entering the sanctuary at the sanitizing stations.
5. Choose your seat at least 6 feet between your household and the households of others.
6. We highly recommend that you get vaccinated before attending in-person worship. If our own
vaccinations rates are above 90% we will have “herd immunity” for the purposes of our worshiping
community.
Our staff will be fully vaccinated by the time we meet in person together, and we realize that many of you
will also be fully vaccinated. We ask that you remain masked and distanced from one another to assure the
safest worshiping experience for all. Hugs and handshakes will remain off limits for now.
By following these guidelines set by the Consistory, we believe that the joy of in-person worship can be
shared by those who are ready to return to our beautiful sanctuary! God wants us most of all to care for the
wellbeing of the entire community. Balancing our spiritual wellbeing with our physical wellbeing will
continue to require discerning hearts and minds. The staff and leadership of your church will continue to
work hard to see that Christ’s love extends to all.
Remember, God loves you, wear your mask, wash your hands, and get your vaccine as soon as you are
eligible!
All my love,
Pastor Tanya

Worship in May
May 2:

Conversion of Saul Acts 9:1-19

May 9:

Mother’s Day: Council of Jerusalem Acts 15:1-18

May 16: Scheduled Confirmation Sunday w/Project Presentations on Zoom
May 23: Pentecost (possible outdoor worship service) Acts 2:1-4
May 30: WI UCC Annual Meeting Conference Wide Worship Broadcast
Thank you to our April liturgists: Brian Knutson, Cory Carlson, Ken Forbeck.
If you would like to be a liturgist, contact Pastor Tanya. You need ZOOM on your computer.

May BIRTHDAYS, Happy Day to All!
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Mary Hunt
Sriram Sadagopan
Keith Stalker
Marlene Gilmore
Dottie Newton
Ann Hyzer
Larry Maxson
Sonja Bagley
Dan Metzler

14 Sally Albers
14 Logan Slack
17 David Bagley
17 Margaret Gill
17 Diego Moloney
17 Jazlyn Murwin
19 Whitney Cioni
19 Andrea Slack
19 Tim Hopkins
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Joy Prom
Lyle Anderson
Blake Budrow
Larry Barton
Keegan Spooner
Adolph Peterson
Mike Rundle
Jim Briggs

May ANNIVERSARIES, Congratulations
1 John & Brittney Mansur
17 Barbara & David Bendlin
20 Gene & Jeanine Fry

22 Norm & Joy Prom
29 Larry & Pam Maxson
31 John & Joellyn Merz

If your name ever gets
missed from the birthday
or anniversary list, please
let Becky know.

NOTICE: Beginning now, small groups are welcome to gather/meet at the church. However, there
are some guidelines to follow:
1. You must wear a mask, social distance, and use hand sanitizer. Move
chairs 5’-6’ apart. Set up more tables if needed.
2. You must register your meeting with Becky, to be sure no one else is
using that room.
3. Since we do not have a custodian yet, the area may need to be
cleaned and be sure the area is left clean when you leave.
4. You must sign in at the back door.

Thought for the month: Some people could be given an entire field of roses and only see
the thorns in it. Others could be given a single weed and only see the wildflower in it.
Perception is a key component to gratitude. And gratitude a key component to joy.

As we are fed at Christ’s table we go out to feed others.
Thank you to everyone who has contributed.

Life is an echo…
what you send out,
you get back!
ECHO May Needs:
Diapers (sz 4-6)
Peanut butter & jelly
Spaghetti & sauce
Mac & Cheese
Brown paper bags
Canned meats

Toothbrushes
Feminine products
Deodorant
Dish soap
Shampoo
Breakfast bars

Spaghettios
Razors
Toilet paper
Tuna
Soup
Laundry Soap

The next Community Meal will be on Saturday May 1st from 4:00 – 5:00.
Brown bag lunches will be available that include shredded turkey
sandwiches, fresh fruit, veggies/dip, chips, cookies, water

w/lemonade
Guests can drive up to the back door and meals will be delivered to
their vehicle. Health Dept does not want anyone to come inside the
building. Contact Bonnie Stalker (608-290-4098) or Nancy Stabb (608-302-9944) for more information.

Now that we are planning our reopening, there are many things that need to be
addressed. Pastor Tanya is pleased to announce that Diane Holtz, one of our
newest members, has agreed to be the church’s Volunteer Coordinator. She
will be calling members to find ushers, liturgists, acolytes, attendance
registration people, decorators, and lots of other positions. She will be a
valuable asset in helping us to get back to ‘normal’.

From OUTREACH Ministry:
The monthly mission for May is Strengthen the Church. It is one of 5 special monthly offerings
conducted by the United Church of Church. The Strengthen the Church offering reflects the shared
commitment of people across the UCC to cooperatively build up the UCC. As God calls congregations
to be the church in new ways, your generosity will plant new churches, awaken new ideas in existing
churches, and develop spiritual life in our youth and young adults. A video will be shown during
worship on Sunday, May 9th. Please give generously to this offering.
We are responsible for GIFTS Men’s Shelter the week of July 18th-25th and we will need to provide
dinner, breakfast and overnight supervision for the week. Please contact John Mansur if you would like
to help with any of these. John can be reached at johnrmansur@gmail.com or 608-322-2325.
Thanks, John
Court Street Little Free Library and Blessings Box
Update for January to March, 2021.
During these months, we have shared 140 items such as food, hats, socks, and toiletries. At least 15 books
have been shared. These numbers I have shared are not fully accurate as I know others have contributed
items.
Hopefully the cold weather is gone so we can gather more items to share. We continue to need food that
provides some protein for our neighbors. Looking for soup, cans that have meat/chicken/sausages. If the cans
have pull tabs, that would be a bonus.
We also need toiletries such as small size bars of soap, shampoo, lotions. As people start traveling please
share the extra items you might collect. New toothbrushes and small toothpastes are also needed. I got some
items from my dentist at my last appointment. Maybe you will be able to add to mine.
The church office is open on Wednesdays from 9 to 1. Items can be dropped off with my name on the bag or
box. If you have a few items, you may put them in the Library/Blessings Box yourself. I would appreciate a call
or email to inform me of the number and type of items. I am trying to determine the items used by our church
neighbors.
Thanks for all your help!
Roberta Tucker

The Scholarship Committee of Ann Hyzer, Lisa Peterson, and
Nancy Stabb, are pleased to announce the following recipients for
the 2021-2022 school year.
Oliva Swenson, who will continue her education at Ripon College
majoring in mathematics and minoring in Education. She received
the Saenger, Frick, McBlair & Lee Scholarship.
Nandini Sadagopan is attending Notre Dame majoring in
Aerospace Engineering. She received the Bidwell Scholarship.
Scholarship checks were also sent to Chicago Theological Seminary, Eden theological Seminary,
United Theological Seminary, Lakeland College and Northland College.

Sunday School and Youth Group News

This summer we will celebrate faith and learn about God’s
love in a variety of spaces!
(See our schedule below for each week’s plans)
From June through August, we invite you to:
*Gather from 10:00-10:30 for an Online Summer Session with stories
and lessons (zoom links will be texted to families before the session)
*Meet for an in-person outdoor worship with fun children’s activities
planned during the service
*Come for an in-person, indoor Summer Sunday School activity during
worship that will follow all current CDC safety guidelines.
Students will come directly to the classroom upon arrival, and class will
dismiss at the end of worship.
June 20: Online Summer Session
Sessions are geared for PK-5th grade, but all children
are welcome!

June 27: **In-person outdoor session**

May 2: Online Sunday School

July 11: **In-person indoor session**

May 9: Online Sunday School (Happy Mother’s Day!)

July 18: Online Summer Session

May 16: no class- join us to celebrate Confirmation
during worship on Janesville UCC Facebook, 10:00

July 25: **In-person outdoor session**

May 23: **In-person outdoor session** Graduation
Sunday

August 8: **In-person indoor session**

July 4: no class- Fourth of July weekend

August 1: Online Summer Session

May 30: no class- Memorial Day weekend

August 15: Online Summer Session

June 6: Online Summer Session- Faith Q & A day!
Come prepared with your questions about the Bible

August 22: **In-person outdoor session**
August 29: Online Summer Session

June 13: **In-person indoor session**

Please join us for Confirmation during online worship on May 16 th
Please plan to join us for online worship on May 16th as this class publicly proclaims their
faith and joins our church. Each student will be sharing a special project about their personal
journey as a follower of Christ during virtual fellowship time following the service. We look
forward to seeing you there!

Attention All Graduates and 2021 Church Scholarship Recipients:
May 23rd is Graduation Sunday!
Are you graduating from High School or College in the 2020-2021 year? Please reach out to
Jamie Dieckhoff: jamie@janesvilleucc.org to let us know.
We want to celebrate YOU on May 23rd during our in-person outdoor worship!

Pastor Tanya’s article published in the newsletter from United Theological Seminary of
the Twin Cities.

Micro-Baptism April 3rd
On Holy Saturday, we had a beautiful baptism of Aubrey, daughter of
members Whitney and Mike Cioni in our newly renovated space. They
invited their immediate relatives-grandparents and siblings.
Bonnie Stalker and Joan Kalweit form our leadership assisted. I am
grateful for the support Consistory and Christian Education has provided
for such a special occasion.
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Consistory Minutes April 27th, meeting via ZOOM
Consistory expressed appreciation to David Arndt, Jeanine Fry, Britney Mansur, Pam Maxson, and Gina
Swenson for their work on the Shared Ministry team; to Jamie Dieckhoff, Joan Kalweit, Brian Knutson, and
David Newman for mentoring this year’s confirmands, to Pastor Tanya for her leadership during the
pandemic, and to the family of Greg Anderson for their memorial gifts to the church and community.
A plan is now in place for a gradual hybrid opening of the church. An outdoor service is planned for May
23, Pentecost Sunday. During the summer months, outdoor services will occur on June 27, July 20, and
August 22. Indoor sanctuary services are planned for June 13, July 11, and August 8. Pandemic protocols—
masks and social distancing—are expected. Online services will continue to be offered. Please watch for
more complete details.
Small groups may begin to meet at the discretion of the group’s leader as long as participants follow
pandemic safety protocols as set by Consistory.
Confirmation Sunday is May 16 for confirmands Madeline Condon, Claire Dieckhoff, Aria Wagner, and
Serenata Wagner. A virtual coffee hour will follow the service.
Two other special services are planned for May. For May 9 Pastor Tanya will pre-record the service, and
digital communications coordinator Angelica Chapman-Sykes will facilitate the online streaming. On May
30 the congregation will experience worship online with the Wisconsin Conference Annual Meeting.
The church is doing well financially. At the end of the first quarter of this year, income outpaced expenses
by almost $9,000. However, some of the high monthly contribution totals include large one-time yearly
donations.
The Shared Ministry team has applied for a highly competitive Lilly Foundation Clergy Renewal Grant and
will learn the result of their application in August. The team has reviewed survey results to determine
goals and dreams for the church and is looking at a budget for a bridge pastor during Pastor Tanya’s
sabbatical. A sabbatical team will be established.
United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities, a UCC seminary, has featured the church’s newest stained
glass windows on the front and back covers of its spring issue of VOICES alumni magazine. (See page 7.)
Congratulations and best wishes to Pastor Tanya, who will be receiving her Doctorate in Ministry on May
2, and to Nishanth Sadagopan, son of Sriram and Pastor Tanya, who will be graduating from Texas
Christian University on May 8.
Submitted by Linda Stehura
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First Congregational Church
54 South Jackson Street
Janesville, WI 53548

This page was attached
to the Tower Notes that
were mailed.

First Congregational United Church of Christ
Office Hours: Wednesday Mornings 9:00 - 1:00 or by appointment.
Ministers
Pastor
Christian Ed. Director
Music Director
Organist
Digital Communications
Secretary
Bookkeeper
Nursery Coordinator
Custodian

Church Leadership & Volunteers
President
Treasurer
Finance Chair
Volunteer Coordinator

All Members of First Congregational UCC
Rev. Dr. Tanya Sadagopan
Jamie Dieckhoff
Dr. Brian Knutson
David Newman
Angelica Chapman-Sykes
Becky Kingsbury
Denise Caldwell
Lindsey Anderson

Debi Cox
Bo Klotz
David Arndt
Diane Holtz
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