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   Pastor’s Message 

Invited 

  Tower Notes –April 2021    

      Celebrating 176 years of Community Based Ministry 

 

              First Congregational United Church of Christ 

      An Open & Affirming and Immigrant Welcoming Church 
54 South Jackson Street, Janesville, Wisconsin 53548 

Telephone:   (608) 752-8716 

E-mail:  janesvilleucc@janesvilleucc.org 

Website:  www.janesvilleucc.org 

Like us on Facebook: Janesville UCC 

                  Rev. Tanya Sadagopan 

          E-mail: revtanya@janesvilleucc.org 

 

    

  
 

So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; 

see, everything has become new!  2 Corinthians 5:17 
 

Happy Easter to all our Members and Friends at Janesville UCC! 

Join us online for our Easter Worship at 10am EASTER SUNDAY and come in person outside our 

unique blue doors at 11:30 am to hear the tower bells play your favorite Easter hymn. Joy is rising up. 

All around us are signs of new life, bulbs emerging from their winter slumber, the sun is sending its 

warmth upon the soil, and the trails have surrendered the snow to clearer paths.  Scripture tells us that Christ is 

Risen on Easter morning, and together we shall become a new creation in Christ!  Please know that I long to be 

with you in person this Easter—to see your smiles, to hear the trumpets and brass echoing through the rafters, to 

experience the floor shaking with the vibrations of the organ as the hymn “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” 

heralds a message of joy to all! I often walk into the sanctuary and feel your spirit even as I gaze upon those 

empty pews. The signs of God’s new creation are emerging—however we are in the spiritual place of not yet.  

In this spiritual place of not yet we realize that God is still at work, the old is still passing away, the new 

is coming into focus but is not yet fully realized in our midst. New Life is rising in us. Perhaps you are 

vaccinated now? Perhaps you can visit with your family and hug a few people again? Maybe you are feeling 

safer and ready to begin some activities you have not participated in a while? New life is rising. Easter is 

breaking through the cracks of our year long pandemic life.  The old is passing away. The new is coming into 

focus—but we are not yet there. 

Your staff has been working hard to bring you meaningful services and programs during Lent, Holy 

Week and Easter. All of our staff will be fully vaccinated by mid May. This alone is news enough to celebrate 

with great joy! I had my first in person pastoral visit at Cedar Crest this past month. I gave a couple of “high 

fives” to parishioners who were vaccinated. All the while we are watching the COVID-19 cases in Rock County 

and looking for the numbers to stay below 10/100,000 for more than 2 weeks.  

And yet, we are hopeful. We will resume monthly outdoor worship services when the weather 

cooperates, perhaps at the end of May! Certainly, in June we will see each other for worship. When we realize 

in our community more of us are vaccinated than not, when the cases are low and remain low, and when your 

mailto:janesvilleucc@janesvilleucc.org
http://www.janesvilleucc.org/
mailto:revtanya@janesvilleucc.org


Page | 2  

 

Consistory moves to phase in our in-person activities, we will herald that GOOD NEWS with GREAT JOY!  

The time is coming, maybe this summer, when we will enjoy the beauty of worshiping together again in our 

sanctuary.   

Remaining steadfast and hopeful in this Easter Season, 

Pastor Tanya 

 

Worship in April 
 

April 1        Maundy Thursday service, 6:30 pm on Facebook live. 
 

April 4:       Easter 
 

April 11:     Appearance of Jesus Among Us 
 

April 18:     Sharing in Service, Leadership, and Resources 
  

April 25:     Welcoming All—The Baptism of Ethiopian Eunuch;  CROP Walk 

 

May 16        Confirmation Sunday 

May 23        Pentecost (possible outdoor worship service, weather permitting) 
 

 

Maundy Thursday Zoom Last Supper Reenactment 

April 1st at 6:30 pm 

Every year we reenact the Last Supper with Jesus and his disciples and the women.  We will host this year’s 

service on Zoom to Facebook live and will have people reading parts.   
 

 

Good Friday 24 Hour Play and Prayer Vigil 

April 2nd Good Friday 12 noon until Saturday 12 noon 

We will host a 24 hour virtual pray and play vigil again this year to mark the time when Jesus died and to 

connect our own spiritual journey to his. Easter has deeper meaning for those who join in this annual ritual. 

Take home packets will be available for families to personalize their stay-at-home vigils.  
 

Here is the link to the sign-up page:   https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040845a5af2aaafa7-good   or call the 

church to sign-up (608-752-8716). 

 

Want to walk our New Labyrinth during Holy Week? 

You must sign up to reserve your time slot to walk the labyrinth. 

We ask that you walk it in your socks or stocking feet, without shoes. 
     

Labyrinth Times Available 

Saturday April 3rd from 10am -3pm 

Here is the link to the sign-up:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040845a5af2aaafa7-walk or call the church 

to sign up. 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040845a5af2aaafa7-good
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040845a5af2aaafa7-walk
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Thank you to our March liturgists:  Patti York, Tom Clippert, Nathan Roehl. 

If you would like to be a liturgist, contact Pastor Tanya.  You need ZOOM on your computer. 

 

 

 

April BIRTHDAYS, Happy Day to All!           

 

2   Dick Skyles        9   Steve Essen          21  Dennis Hale           

3   Julie Eide     12  Barbara Bendlin          21  Mary Hausner 

3   Kira Myers     17  Diann Condon          23  George Tucker 

4   Gillian McCabe   18  Jacob Slack          26  Doug Newton 

4   Betty Willing              20  Karen Atkins          27  Shaun Drefahl 

5   Aly & Ty Slack   20  Jason Knutson          29  Nandini Sadagopan 

6   Todd Slack           

                     

April ANNIVERSARIES, Congratulations 
 

1    Dave & Jean Schollmeier 

3    Sarah & Robert Popian 

22  Quinton & Karissa Greer   

28  Cory & Wendy Carlson 

 
 

 

Thought for the month:  There are always three choices in life:  

give up, give in, or give it all you’ve got. 

 
 

 

 

    As we are fed at Christ’s table we go out to feed others. 

 Thank you to everyone who has contributed.     

                      

                Life is an echo... 

                 what you send out,  
            you get back! 
ECHO April Needs:        

Diapers (sz 4-6)          Toothbrushes     Spaghettios 
Peanut butter & jelly   Feminine products     Razors  
Spaghetti & sauce    Deodorant      Toilet paper  

Mac & Cheese    Dish soap      Tuna 

Brown paper bags    Shampoo      Soup 

Canned meats    Breakfast bars     Laundry Soap 

 

 
 
 

If your name ever gets  

missed from the birthday  

or anniversary list, please  

let Becky know. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clip+art+wedding+rings&id=74B8D90005EB40E896B926C46C1F2D7BECEF7A4D&FORM=IQFRBA#view=detail&id=8CF9F2BEDE012277A2693A63CE790C65E3305A5C&selectedIndex=98
http://echojanesville.org/
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The next Community Meal will be on Saturday April 3rd from 4:00 – 
5:00.  Brown bag lunches will be available that include sliced ham, 
cheesy potatoes, green bean casserole, roll/butter, applesauce, and 
dessert bars. 

Guests can drive up to the back door and meals will be delivered to 
their vehicle. Health Dept does not want anyone to come inside the 
building. Contact Bonnie Stalker (608-290-4098) or Nancy Stabb  

             (608-302-9944) for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 
CROP walk is April 25th. It will be mostly virtual again this year. 

Janesville UCC CROP walkers is our team name. Check out this link: 

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/team/janesvilleucc-cropwalkers  

Checks must be made out to CWS/CROP.  If they make it out to our church, it makes extra work for Bo and 

Denise. The check(s) get deposited then a new check is cut and sent to Crop Walk committee. 

Would you support an actual short walk (half mile or so) starting from our church parking lot with small family 

groups from our church walking together? We would wear face coverings and socially distance. I was thinking 

of a noon or 12:30 start. Of course this would follow CDC guidelines and be weather dependent. Just a thought. 

Happy Spring Days! 

Jill Gant 

 

 
 

From OUTREACH Ministry: 

 
We're doing a Fourth Ward Spring Clean Up day on Saturday, April 10th beginning at 

9am at the Fourth Ward Park and are looking for volunteers. We'll be walking through 

the neighborhood picking up garbage we can from the curbs and streets and bringing 

full bags back to the park. We'll have garbage bags, gloves, and bottled water for 

volunteers. If you're planning to be there please contact John Mansur at 608-322-2325. 

 

On April 18th and April 25th, our congregation will have a special offering for The One Great Hour of 

Sharing.  The One Great Hour of Sharing is one of five denomination wide special offerings of the 

United Church of Christ.  It is done collectively with several other Christian denominations to 

provide disaster relief both domestically and internationally.   

One Great Hour of Sharing provides clean water, food, education, health care, and other services to 

those in need.   Please give generously to The One Great Hour of Sharing. 

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/team/janesvilleucc-cropwalkers
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Sunday School and Youth Group News 

 Pray, Ponder, and Play Vigil on Good Friday though Easter Saturday  
 

Our tradition has been to offer sacred space to spend moments to pray and 

play during an hour at church from noon on Good Friday to noon on 

Easter Saturday. This year your family is still offered a time for dwelling 

in a sacred space by choosing an hour to pray, play, color, and connect 

with your faith and your church at home.  Every family is invited to 

choose an hour from noon April 2 to noon April 3. Find your hour here: 

Vigil Sign Up.  This is a wonderful opportunity for families to share a 

faith experience together while discussing and processing all of the 

feelings that surround this sacred time.  Easter is coming.  Let’s get ready! 

 

Christ Is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! 
 

We wish you a very happy and safe Easter celebration this 

year! Join us for a special Easter morning virtual worship 

celebration on April 4th at 10:00am on the Janesville UCC 

Facebook page. A special children’s story will be shared. After 

worship, come down to hear our glorious Tower Bells ring out 

the good news of the Resurrection at 11:30am.   

 

 

 

Janesville UCC Online Sunday School  

 
God's love is found everywhere, so join us online for Sunday School with Janesville UCC 
from 10:00-11:00 (sign in as early as 9:50) Sunday mornings. We learn about faith, fun, 
and fellowship in a face-to-face virtual classroom setting. Sessions are geared for 
students in grades PK-5th grade, and all children are welcome to attend!  An adult 
should help their child use the link to enter the classroom on any device that has online 
camera and microphone (PC, cell, tablet, etc.). Zoom meeting links posted weekly on 
the Janesville UCC Facebook page and are sent via text and email. Want to get added to 
the list? Have questions? Please reach out to Jamie Dieckhoff, Director of Christian 
Education: jamie@janesvilleucc.org. Please invite your friends and families to attend!  

 

Join us for a Confirmation Sunday Celebration at Worship on May 16th 
 

We are excited to announce our 2021 Confirmation Class has begun! We have four 

students and their mentors working hard with Pastor Tanya to explore their faith 

while learning about God, Jesus, the church, and themselves. Please plan to join for 

online worship on May 16th as these amazing young people publicly proclaim their 

faith and join our church. Each student will be sharing a special project about their 

personal journey as a follower of Christ during virtual fellowship time following the 

service. We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040845a5af2aaafa7-good
mailto:jamie@janesvilleucc.org
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Consistory Minutes March 23rd, meeting via ZOOM 
 

 

Consistory reviewed the guidelines provided by the Wisconsin Council of Churches on reopening the church. 
This document is found at https://www.wichurches.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Holding-Our-Plans- 
Loosely-Returning-to-Church-2-3.pdf. After extended discussion, Consistory decided to follow the middle set 
of recommendations, the “Make It Safer” guidelines. These guidelines recommend that community 
vaccination rates reach 50-70+% and that viral transmission cases stand at 5-10/100K before beginning the 
reopening process. Once the reopening process can begin, these practices will be followed: face masks 
mandatory, physical distancing, lowtouch environment, outdoors or increased air exchange, shortened time of 
service, singing by worship leaders only, focus on sanitizing high-touch surfaces, sign-in with sanitized pens, 
track attendance. 
 
Pastor Tanya will be working with staff to provide an outdoor worship service in June (and possibly May). 
 
Not only for reopening the church but also for the safety of individuals and of the whole community, 
Consistory recommends that persons over age 16 receive the COVID vaccine before participating in indoor 
events. 
 
Last year the church received a loan that converted into a grant from the federal government’s Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP). Because requirements have changed, the church is no longer eligible for receiving 
grant money from the PPP. Meeting this year’s budget will be a challenge! Consistory is therefore encouraging 
persons who are not in need of their individual stimulus relief payments to donate a portion of those funds to 
the church. These donations will be much appreciated and will help the church meet its 2021 budget. 
 
The construction phase of the historic renovation space is complete except for work on the pendant lights. 
The doors opening into the sanctuary balcony and the Dodge Street entry stairway have been painted. The 
space still needs to be equipped for use with Wi-Fi, podium, tables, chairs, etc. Angelica Chapman-Sykes, 
digital communications coordinator, will take a course in exhibit design. 
 
The church custodian position has been vacant since August. To make the position more attractive to 
qualified persons, the personnel committee is tweaking the job description and increasing the hourly pay. 
 
Pastor Tanya continues to provide pastoral care. She will perform a micro-baptism in April, and she is 
beginning to make in-person visits. 
 
Pastor Tanya will defend her doctoral thesis on April 9 and looks 
forward to graduation on May 2. 
 
Consistory expressed appreciation to the knitters who supply the 
blessings box with hats and scarves, to David Arndt for the work 
he does in church maintenance, to Bonnie Stalker for work on the 
community meal, to Roberta Tucker for stocking the blessings 
box, and to the many persons who have made the historic 
renovation possible. 
 
Submitted by Linda Stehura 
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Official Call to the Annual Meeting of Wisconsin Conference:  

 Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 

 God makes grace abound, more than enough, so you may do every good deed abundantly – 2 Corinthians 9:8 

This notice is the official call of the 2021 Annual Meeting of the Wisconsin Conference of the United Church of 
Christ. In order to keep everyone as safe as possible in spite of COVID-19, the meeting will be held virtually, with 
the theme Powered by Generosity.   

On Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, May 11, 12 and 13, 2021, from 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm, you are invited to join in 
presentations each evening, with the timely topics: Blessed and Called to be Generous, Abundance in a Time of 
Uncertainty and Practical Ways to Share Generosity. Our Keynote speaker, Rev. William Lamar, our conference 
staff, and your choice of interactive workshops promise to make these three engaging evenings. 

Register here https://www.wcucc.org/about-wcucc/annual-meeting/registration/ so you can join me.  

Roger Mealiff, Moderator 
 

The Southwest Association Annual Meeting will be held on Saturday, May 8, 9:00 –12:00 via Zoom. Lay delegates, 
ministers, and visitors are encouraged to attend! In addition to conducting the annual business of the Association, 
Dr. Christopher James, Associate Professor of Evangelism and Missional Christianity at University of Dubuque 
Theological Seminary, will lead us in reflecting on "Church in the Afterscape.”   

Register here   https://www.wcucc.org/associations/southwest-association/resources-2/annual-meeting/  

 then click on Annual Meeting. 

 

 

 
 

We would like to thank the family of Greg Anderson for their 

generous donations in his memory: 
 

First Congregational Church choir scholarships $2,000.00 

First Congregational carillon (my bells) scholarship $1,000.00 

First Congregational Bell Choir $2,000.00 

First Congregational guest musician fund $1,000.00 

First Congregational operations fund $3,340.00 

First Congregational 2021 Anderson Family Pledge $3,000.00 

 

ECHO of Janesville, WI $2,000.00 

House of God Church of Janesville, WI $3,000.00 

Salvation Army of Janesville, WI $3,000.00 

Repairers of the Breach (a Milwaukee, WI inner city help center) $3,000.00 

Milwaukee, WI Rescue Mission ( a resource in Milwaukee, WI inner city) 

$1,000.00 

Wisconsin Humane Society (Greg loved “Katie”) $1,000.00 

https://www.wcucc.org/about-wcucc/annual-meeting/registration/
https://www.wcucc.org/associations/southwest-association/resources-2/annual-meeting/
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Historic Renovation pictures, all done!!! 
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         This page was attached  

        to the Tower Notes that  
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First Congregational United Church of Christ 
Office Hours: Wednesday Mornings 9:00 - 1:00 or by appointment. 

 
 

Ministers   All Members of First Congregational UCC 

Pastor    Rev. Tanya Sadagopan 

Christian Ed. Director  Jamie Dieckhoff 

Music Director   Dr. Brian Knutson 

Organist   David Newman 

Digital Communications Angelica Chapman-Sykes 

Secretary   Becky Kingsbury 

Bookkeeper   Denise Caldwell 

Nursery Coordinator  Lindsey Anderson 

Custodian    

 
 

 

Church Leadership & Volunteers 

 President                                  Debi Cox 

 Treasurer                                 Bo Klotz 

 Finance Chair David Arndt 

   

First Congregational Church 

54 South Jackson Street 

Janesville, WI  53548 
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