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Like us on Facebook: Janesville UCC 

                  Rev. Tanya Sadagopan 
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Each tree is known by its own fruit. Figs are not gathered from thorns, nor are grapes picked from a bramble bush. The 

good person out of the good treasure of the heart produces good. Luke 6:44-45 

 

Dear Members and Friends of Janesville UCC! 
 

It has been a year since this pandemic began and we have now seen the U.S.A. death toll rise to more 

than 500,000 people who were loved deeply by their family, friends and colleagues. This figure is 

greater than our two World Wars and the Vietnam war combined. Yet our ability to mourn these losses 

is curtailed by the ongoing pandemic itself. Still hope remains! As I write this, I am celebrating 

receiving my 2
nd

 Moderna COVID-19 vaccine shot at the newly established first community 

vaccination site in Wisconsin at Blackhawk Tech. I learned that four more sites like it will be 

established in high needs areas throughout our state. Soon many others in our congregation will be 

receiving their vaccines as well. This is all good news! 
 

Over this year, our church leadership and family have done what we can to prevent our church 

members from being counted among those who were lost to the virus. And we have done a marvelous 

job. I realize that the loss of connections and time spent together in worship in our sanctuary has been 

hard, but during this time apart we have grown. We have learned how to deliver quality worship 

programing online and attract a broader base of new friends, visitors, and even new members. We have 

discovered that we can reimagine our work and ministry in safe physically distanced ways—our 

Community Meal has been redesigned, how our staff does their work has been adapted in multiple 

ways, how we give our money and donate to our Outreach ministries, how we volunteer, how we reach 

out to one another and check in on one another has all required more thought and intentionality. This is 

a good thing. 
 

Our church community is like a fig tree that even in times of distress still bears good fruit. While the 

past year has not looked the way we hoped, we have found ways to reimagine our lives so love is still 

shared, joys are still celebrated, and the things we care most about continue to thrive. We are 

vulnerable, yet we are resilient. We may be knocked down from time to time, yet still we rise.  
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We may miss the beauty of our church home, but in this interim it has become even more beautiful 

while you wait to return.  
 

During this Lent look for what you can grow, what you can cultivate in your life. Imagine what you 

might let go of that is hampering your best self and relationship with God. How can you deepen your 

spiritual life and connect your journey with the ways of Jesus?  
 

We will continue to mark the weeks of Lent together and celebrate Palm Sunday and Easter together in 

our online worship offerings. Should you choose, you may reserve your time to come to the church to 

walk through your sanctuary or walk our new labyrinth during the Wednesday and Saturday of Holy 

Week. You can sign-up to participate in our Good Friday 24 hour Virtual Play and Prayer Vigil. We 

are looking for readers for our Zoom to Facebook Live Maundy Thursday Last Supper Reenactment—

you can join us from anywhere in the country! And Easter will be a special service planned by your 

talented staff with beautiful music and inspiring words for the whole family.  
 

I encourage each of us to take up an artistic endeavor of poetry or drawing, painting, or photography, 

coloring or crafting, knitting or quilting. Experiment and use the time you have to create something 

new and grow a new talent. It doesn’t matter if you are good at it, only that you spend some time 

renewing, restoring, and refreshing your mind, body, and spirit in an innovative and creative task. 

Send me an email and let me know what you are willing to try for this season of Lent. 
 

Read within the pages of this newsletter all the amazing things your church is up to. Plan the ways you 

will connect with your church. Maybe you can send out Easter cards this year! And know that God is 

preparing us to return together soon. COVID-19 cases are going down, people are getting vaccinated, 

and the earth has begun to thaw. There are signs of the coming Spring of our faith. Hope will dawn and 

before you know it, we will be greeting each other in person with a deeper appreciation than ever 

before. 
 

All my love, 

Pastor Tanya 

  

Worship in March 
 

March 7:    3
rd

 Sunday in Lent; Cultivating and Letting Go: The fig tree 
 

March 14:  4
th

 Sunday in Lent; The prodigal family  
 

March 21:  5
th

 Sunday in Lent; The fragrance of healing 
  

March 28:  6
th

 Sunday in Lent; The stones will shout for peace! 
 

April 4:  EASTER 
 

 

Maundy Thursday Zoom Last Supper Reenactment 

April 1
st
 at 6:30 pm 

Every year we reenact the Last Supper with Jesus and his disciples and the women.  We will host this year’s 

service on Zoom to Facebook live and invite people of all ages and genders to sign up for a reading part. 

Everyone will have a script and you will not need to memorize lines.  
 

Let the office or Pastor Tanya know if you would like to be a reader. 
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Good Friday 24 Hour Play and Prayer Vigil 

April 2
nd

 Good Friday 12 noon until Saturday 12 noon 

We will host a 24 hour virtual pray and play vigil again this year to mark the time when Jesus died and to 

connect our own spiritual journey to his. Easter has deeper meaning for those who join in this annual ritual. 

Take home packets will be available for families to personalize their stay-at-home vigils.  
 

A volunteer sign-up invitation will be sent out via Constant Contact email as we get closer to the day.  
 

Want to Walk our New Labyrinth during Holy Week? 

You must sign up to reserve your time slot to walk the labyrinth. 

We ask that you walk the labyrinth in your socks or stocking feet, without shoes. 

More information to follow. 

Call the office, or sign-up online when the email notification is sent out. 
 

Labyrinth Times Available 

Wednesday March 31st from 9am-1pm 

Saturday April 3rd from 10am -3pm 
 
 

 

Thank you to our February liturgists: Sriram Sadagopan, Larry Barton, Patty York, Debi Cox.  

If you would like to be a liturgist, contact Pastor Tanya.  You need ZOOM on your computer. 

 

 

 

March BIRTHDAYS, Happy Day to All!           

 

2   Larry Hausner       8    Dorothy Hanson          19  Greg Shebesta           

2   Brian Knutson    10  Linda Stehura          20  Evelyn Kummer 

3   Darla Dernovsek    13  Pat Scott           22  Wayne Olson 

3   Geri Frase    14  Warren Myers          24  Nancy Restivo 

3   Austin Trumpy              17   Amy Mohr          28  Malachi Eide 

4   Alyssa Seeley   17  Roberta Tucker          30  Marlyn Kolinsky 

6   Kristine Bertenshaw           

                     

March ANNIVERSARIES, Congratulations 
 

1  Gerald & Sally Albers 

1  Sriram & Tanya Sadagopan 

7  Larry & Mary Hausner\   

11 Bill & Jeannine Fitzgerald 

20 Don & Ruth Robinson 

 
 

 

Thought for the month:  Sometimes God calms the storm.  Sometimes he lets 

the storm rage and calms his child. 
 

 

If your name ever gets  

missed from the birthday  

or anniversary list, please  

let Becky know. 
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    As we are fed at Christ’s table we go out to feed others. 

 Thank you to everyone who has contributed.     

                      

                 Life is an echo... 

               what you send out,  
           you get back! 
ECHO March Needs:        

Diapers (sz 3-6)          Toothbrushes     Spaghettios 
Peanut butter & jelly   Feminine products     Razors 
Spaghetti & sauce    Deodorant      Toilet paper 

Mac & Cheese    Dish soap      Tuna 

Brown paper bags    Shampoo      Soup 

Breakfast bars    Laundry Soap     Money 
 
 

 

 
 
Applications are due Friday March 19, 2021.  They are available on our 
website JanesvilleUCC under Uniquely Us, or call/email the office to 
have one sent to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

New members joined our church family on January 31st 
 

Jim, Diane and Molly Holtz came to us from the Congregational 
Church in Whitewater. Jim and Diane have 3 children, Joe, Nate and 
Molly, and 3 grandchildren.  
 

Jim is a retired teacher, and works full time at SSM Health Clinic. He 
finds Pastor Tanya’s sermons meaningful. He wants to be part of a 
church family and get more involved with social justice work. He 
enjoys yard work and camping ‘in a tent’.  
 

Diane is also a retired teacher (Reading Specialist). She has attended 
a few times over the years and feels at home here. She likes that we 
are Open & Affirming and Immigrant Welcoming. She also wants to 
get more involved in social justice in our community. She likes to 
travel and camp at state and national parks, reads a lot and does 
various sewing projects.  
 

Molly is attending UW-Whitewater, studying Early Childhood 
Education. She likes that we are a progressive church and wants to 
be surrounded by people with her same views. She enjoys spending  

time with her family and 2 dogs, plus hiking, camping and fishing. 
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Sunday School and Youth News  

 

Lent: Our Preparation for the Resurrection 
We are on a 40-day journey together called “Lent” as we prepare for Easter. 
This church season begins on Ash Wednesday and finishes with the dramatic 

events of Holy Week before we celebrate Christ’s Resurrection on Easter 
morning. Our church liturgical color is purple, and we often use this time to 

pray, reflect, and connect. Here are some ideas for your family to observe 
Lent: 
 

Pray- Pick a new word to pray about for each day of Lent. Have everyone in 

the family take turns saying a prayer that focuses on that word, discuss, and then make up 
a short prayer for the family to pray together. Here are some words to get you started:  
Hope, Strength, Peace, Water, Dark, Cold, Fire, Friends, Family, Fear, Quiet, Eat, Justice, Want, 

Enough, Broken, Whole, Healing, Pain, Remember  

  

Give- Keep a laundry basket or large box in the kitchen and at every family dinner, 

choose a non-perishable item to place in that basket. On Good Friday, donate the basket 
to ECHO or another local food pantry. Discuss why God wants us to help others. 

 

Fast- Some Christians observe Lent by fasting from something they enjoy like sweets, other 

foods, or fun activities. Others will fast from things that distract them from what is really 
important, like family and faith.  

One way your family could fast during Lent: Give up all electronics together for a certain 
amount of time each day- no phones, video games, tv, etc. Set aside that time for family time 

playing games, storytelling, etc. Share stories about the past and things you are looking forward 
to in the future. Don’t forget to thank God for giving you all of these wonderful opportunities.  

 

You are invited to online Sunday School at 10:00am 
We welcome you to join us for regular online Sunday School classes from 10:00-

11:00am.  Please reach out to Jamie Dieckhoff (jamie@janesvilleucc.org) if you would 
like to be added to the text list to receive the weekly links. See you there! 
 

Confirmation Classes Starting Soon! 

Do you know a youth (grades 8-12) ready to take this next step on their 

personal faith journey? Pastor Tanya will be offering a Confirmation Class 

beginning in March. Classes will be online with a possible opportunity for a 

safe and socially distanced mission opportunity. Please email Jamie 

Dieckhoff at jamie@janesvilleucc.org with your interest by March 3rd, and 

we will add you to the list!  

Save the Date: Our Confirmation worship service will be held on Sunday, May 16th. 
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Consistory Minutes February 23rd, meeting via ZOOM 
 

 

The historic renovation project is almost complete. Finishing touches to the labyrinth area include 
installation of pendant lights, correcting the finish on the pew ends, and adding cordaround. 
 

Consistory members will read the document from the Wisconsin Council of Churches on reopening 
the church and to be prepared for discussion at the next meeting. This document is found at 
https://www.wichurches.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Holding-Our-Plans-Loosely-Returning-to-
Church-2-3.pdf. 
 

The blessings box on Court Street needs adult winter hats and socks as well as food that can 
withstand cold temperatures. Items may be brought to the church office on Wednesday mornings. 
 

Pastor Tanya thanked Angelica Chapman-Sykes and Rev. Drew Filkins for the worship service on 
February 14. 
 

An Ash Wednesday service was offered via ZOOM. Parish Care is planning to host a virtual prayer vigil 
and to open the labyrinth sometime during Holy Week. 
 

The new Lenten sermon series is entitled “Cultivating and Letting Go.” Pastor Tanya will focus on the 
cultivating aspect and invite the congregation to participate in restorative activities, especially artistic 
endeavors. 
 

A new program is being added to the church’s ministries: caring for the families of people who have 
been deployed with the armed services. MaryAnn Harris will lead this effort. 
 

The church welcomed three new members on January 31: Jim and Diane Holtz and their adult 
daughter Molly. 
 

Pastor Tanya continues to work on writing her dissertation during her continuing education time of 
February 24 through March 1. 
 

Outreach Ministry discussed which organizations will be featured as monthly giving opportunities. 
 

Christian Education reported that an adult book study is being planned, the children’s SHINE 
curriculum has added more online activities, and a faith formation class will begin this spring. 
 

Finance Ministry would like to re-establish the endowment committee as it was originally designed. 
 

Membership Ministry will create an Earth Day themed flyer to be mailed with the financial statements 
in April as well as an Easter card to be mailed to all members and friends of the congregation. 
 

Submitted by Linda Stehura 
 

 
 

From OUTREACH Ministry: 
 

The offering for March will be for HealthNet of Rock County, Inc.  HealthNet is a free and charitable  

clinic that opened in 1994 as a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. HealthNet is dedicated to excellence  

and innovation in the provision of primary health, dental care and health education, delivered free or  

at low costs, to enhance the quality of life for the underserved residents of Rock County.   Tom Clippert 
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The February Community Meal was cancelled due to the frigid cold and 
snowy weather. The next Community Meal will be on Saturday March 6

th
 

from 4:00 – 5:00.  Brown bag lunches will be available that include baked 
spaghetti, garlic bread, green beans, mandarin orange and chocolate 
pudding. 
 

The meal is in honor of Barb Cullen, who died 
February 16

th
. The garlic bread recipe was her 

specialty. Barb contributed so much to the 
            Community Meal, through meal planning,  
            cooking, serving, and monetary donations. 
 

Guests can drive up to the back door and meals will be delivered to their 
vehicle. Health Dept does not want anyone to come inside the building nor  

have any human to human contact. Contact Bonnie Stalker (608-290-4098) or 
Nancy Stabb  (608-302-9944) for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Historic Renovation is 98% completed! The flooring is in place and the space looks great.  The labyrinth is 

beautifully situated in a North/South direction facing the “God is Love” rosette stained glass window. There are 

some minor things yet to be completed. The pendant lighting that will hang from the ceiling has been on backorder, 

but hopefully will be installed in the coming week. The catering kitchen is missing an outlet for the microwave.  We 

will need paint and carpet seam touch ups here and there.  The bench that encircles the labyrinth has our historic pew 

ends attached, but they were not refinished to match as we were expecting and will need to be corrected. We are 

planning to have our final walk through soon.  We have received our occupancy permit from the city and will have a 

final inspection by the fire chief as well. Martin Systems is our new Fire and Security system company.  We are 

working out some kinks in the way the new system is talking to the old system.  

Our next work will be to begin to outfit the space for use—kitchen equipment, wifi, sound system, tables, chairs, 

podium, mics, display walls, featured artist pieces.  We will design a donor wall to acknowledge the many families 

who have contributed to this incredible project. Additionally, we will begin the historic exhibit design displays 

around the exterior walls that feature the remarkable work this church has done over the last 175 years. Should you 

want to contribute towards any of these needed items, please contact Pastor Tanya or David Arndt.  
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At our 

congregation, we 

appreciate 

everything that 

our volunteers 

do. This month 

we wanted to 

acknowledge 

Willa Bagley. 

Willa has been a 

member of 

Janesville UCC 

for her entire life. 

Throughout the 

years, she has 

volunteered her 

time to 

numerous church 

programs. In 

addition, Willa 

has served on 

every committee 

at the church. 

Also, she was 

president of the 

church twice. She 

says that 

Janesville UCC is 

a part of her 

family and that 

she could not 

imagine 

attending 

another church. 

Thank you, Willa, 

for volunteering 

over the years! 
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    This page was attached  

    to the Tower Notes that  

      were mailed.  

 

 

  

   

 

   

 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 
Office Hours: Wednesday Mornings 9:00 - 1:00 or by appointment. 

 
 

Ministers   All Members of First Congregational UCC 

Pastor    Rev. Tanya Sadagopan 

Christian Ed. Director  Jamie Dieckhoff 

Music Director   Dr. Brian Knutson 

Organist   David Newman 

Digital Communications Angelica Chapman-Sykes 

Secretary   Becky Kingsbury 

Bookkeeper   Denise Caldwell 

Nursery Coordinator  Lindsey Anderson 

Custodian    

 
 

 

Church Leadership & Volunteers 

 President                                  Debi Cox 

 Treasurer                                 Bo Klotz 

 Finance Chair David Arndt 

   

First Congregational Church 

54 South Jackson Street 

Janesville, WI  53548 


