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  Tower Notes –February 2021    

      Celebrating 176 years of Community Based Ministry 

 

              First Congregational United Church of Christ 

      An Open & Affirming and Immigrant Welcoming Church 
54 South Jackson Street, Janesville, Wisconsin 53548 

Telephone:   (608) 752-8716 

E-mail:  janesvilleucc@janesvilleucc.org 

Website:  www.janesvilleucc.org 

Like us on Facebook: Janesville UCC 

                  Rev. Tanya Sadagopan 

          E-mail: revtanya@janesvilleucc.org 

 

    

  
 

Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, even as we hope in you.  Psalm 33:22 

 

Greetings Members and Friends of Janesville UCC! 

We are living in a hopeful time!  In this new year we shall see this global pandemic diminish and over time 

our daily lives return to some of the things we love the most—visiting, worshiping, singing, traveling, 

hugging and spending time with people we love!  These last few days I have been hearing of our members 

scheduling or receiving their first COVID-19 vaccines.  By the time you receive this letter, I will have even 

received the first of two shots myself.  For this, I REJOICE!  This is the beginning of a new era for us all.  

My most heartfelt prayers for months have been to see us all vaccinated against this deadly virus.  These 

answered prayers belong to us all, and therefore the celebration of this news belongs also to the community. 

Our Annual Meeting will be held on February 7th using the Zoom video conferencing platform beginning at 

11am.  The report will be emailed out to most of our congregation, however, if you choose, you may pick 

up a printed copy in our office on Wednesday February 3rd from 9am-1pm.   In our Facebook live worship 

at 10am on February 7th, we will explore where we’ve been and where we are going as a congregation in 

my annual “State of the Church Address” which will precede our Annual Meeting. 

As the church who are we at the beginning of this new beginning?  What are we being called to now?  

Friends, we have endured so much.  Achieved so much.  And hoped for so much.  Our faith is enriched by 

challenges, deepened by adversity, and strengthened by community. What does it mean to be a church that 

dares to say, “Wherever you are in your spiritual journey, you are welcome here?”  What new programs 

will we welcome?  What will we stand for or up against?   

As I think about these questions, this is what comes to my mind… 

We shall celebrate diversity, and not sow division. 

We shall seek unity, but not uniformity. 

We shall imagine a faith that endures,  

love that embraces, and hope that emboldens us all. 

   Pastor’s Message 

Invited 
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We worship a God who suggests that the best of us, the most blessed of us, rises up from the corners and 

valleys and margins of our world.  God’s voice can be heard in the humble leaders of our time.  In this holy 

house of hospitality, God reminds us that the outcaste becomes our family.  This is Christ’s legacy—that all 

are welcome to the table.  Not just the justified, the privileged, and the powerful. An honest desire to be 

faithful to the ways of Christ was all that is required.  Honestly, what more could matter? 

Let us expand the table ever wider. 

Hopeful and Eager, 

Pastor Tanya  

 

Thank you to our January liturgists: Brittney Mansur, Sarah Beers, Dave Schollmeier.  

If you would like to be a liturgist, contact Pastor Tanya.  You need ZOOM on your computer. 
       
 

Worship in February 
 

February 7:    Exploring Galations: Community   All Church Meeting   
 

February 14:   Exploring Galations: Love 
 

February 17:   Ash Wednesday, virtual service on Facebook at 6:30 pm 
 

February 21:   1st Sunday of Lent;  Cultivating and Letting Go: Wilderness 
 

February 28:   2nd Sunday of Lent;  Cultivating and Letting Go: Mother Hens 

 
 

February BIRTHDAYS, Happy Day to All!           

 

1   Tessa Hopkins       9    Olivia Swenson          24  Lenore Curcio           

1   Joan Rost     10  Beau Scott           25  Kayla Hartung 

2   Gale Rundle    16  Willa Bagley          26  Diane Henrichs 

2   Erin Stalker    16  Patty York           26  Jean Schollmeier 

4   Andrea McCabe              19  Aisha Ellis           27  Katherine Bagley 

4   Brantly Trumpy   19  Dean Smith          28  Josh Grossen 

6   Nancy Seely   22  Julie Budrow           

                     

February ANNIVERSARIES, Congratulations 
 

None   

 

 

 

 
 

Thought for the month:  No matter the situation,  

never let your emotions overpower your intelligence. 

If your name ever gets  

missed from the birthday  

or anniversary list, please  

let Becky know. 
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    As we are fed at Christ’s table we go out to feed others. 

 Thank you to everyone who has contributed.      

                       

               Life is an echo... 

                what you send out,  
ECHO February Needs:          you get back! 
Diapers (sz 3-6)          Toothbrushes     Spaghettios 
Peanut butter & jelly   Feminine products     Razors 
Spaghetti & sauce    Deodorant      Toilet paper 

Mac & Cheese    Dish soap      Tuna   

Brown paper bags    Shampoo      Soup 

Breakfast bars    Laundry Soap     Money 
 
 

 

From OUTREACH Ministry: 

 

 MANY THANKS to the January Meals on Wheels volunteers Dean Smith, Tom Clippert, Rita  and 

Yvonne Feirn, Bonnie and Keith Stalker, Jeanine and Gene Fry, Linda and Tom Stehura, Patty and 
Ian Groth.   

 

During the weeks of  January 11-15 and January 18-22, these volunteers delivered about  270 meals 
prepared at Mercy Hospital for home bound clients .      

 

Nancy Stabb, Coordinator for Janesville UCC 
 

 

Our February Outreach Mission  
 

16 Hours and 49 Minutes….The time between school ending one day and starting the next. 
 

Project 16:49 assists Rock County homeless unaccompanied youth between the ages of 12 to 20.  It’s a 
population one may not even consider until it affects someone close to you or your extended family.  The 
local non-profit has been assisting youth for several years and we open our hearts to donate to this 
worthy mission in February from our First Congregational UCC membership. 
 

Please visit their website at https://project1649.org to learn more about how they help this at risk 
population to finish school, find work and learn to live independently.  With your 

generous donation, we can be part of the solution.    Patti York 

 

 
 

 

https://project1649.org/
http://echojanesville.org/


Page | 4  

 

Consistory Minutes January 27th, meeting via ZOOM 
 

 

The annual meeting will take place online on February 7 after the worship service. Copies of the annual 
report can be downloaded and will also be available for pickup at the church on February 3 between 9:00 
a.m. and 1:00 p.m. A zoom budget listening session is scheduled for February 6 and 10:30 a.m. 
 

The construction phase of the historic renovation project should be completed by the first or second week in 
February. Pastor Tanya is planning a video presentation for the annual meeting. 
 

Pastor Tanya reviewed the successes of the Advent and Christmas Eve services: the traveling advent wreath 
and “welcome to our home” videos, the children’s moments, and the live piano music. The Christmas Eve 
service has received 460 views, the highest number of viewers since September. 
 

Special thanks go to Tony Dieckhoff for playing the tower bells on Christmas Eve, to Jamie Dieckhoff for the 
children’s story, and to Ethan, Carter, and Claire Dieckhoff for setting up the luminaries in the cold wind of 
Christmas Eve. Thanks also go to Dr. Brian and Jan Knutson for leading the outdoor Christmas Eve carols. 
 

We will welcome two guest preachers in February: Rev. Drew Filkins on February 14 and Rev. Dr. Stephen 
Ray, president of Chicago Theological Seminary, on February 28. They will be filling in for Pastor Tanya as she 
takes time for continuing education. 
 

By a unanimous Consistory vote, First Congregational UCC is an official participant in the Immigrant Support 
Network of Rock County. Carolyn Brandeen, Nancy Stabb, and Diane Henrichs will represent us. 
 

Pastor Tanya petitioned Rock County that pastors be included in the “Spiritual Care Provider” 1A category 
and thus eligible to receive COVID-19 vaccinations. Her petition was granted, and now all Rock County clergy 
have access to the vaccine. 
 

Treasurer Bo Klotz reported that at year’s end the church was $59 ahead in income over expenses. The 
$24,200 loss in member contributions was covered by a Paycheck Protection Program grant from the federal 
government. This PPP grant allowed the church to spend at the amount budgeted for 2020. 
 

Outreach Ministry reported that in January Meals on Wheels drivers delivered meals for two weeks and that 
the Community Meal served 90 persons. Special thanks go to the Community Meal team for their ability to 
adapt to COVID-19 safety requirements so that the meal program could continue. 
 

Christian Education reported that the youth held an Epiphany party on January 6 and that the ministry needs 
one more person to serve in 2021. 
 

Finance Ministry reported that Orion’s rent has increased by $200 per month as they are now using two 
additional rooms and that a cleaning service has been hired for a one-time deep cleaning of the building. 
 

Membership Ministry hosted a virtual coffee hour after the January 17 service and will continue to host these 
coffee hours on a regular basis. Also, a sixth person is needed to complete the Membership Ministry team. 
 

Submitted by Linda Stehura 
 

 
The next Community Meal will be on Saturday February 6th from  
4:00 – 5:00.  Brown bag lunches will be available that include  
spaghetti casserole, garlic bread, fresh fruit and pudding. 
 

Guests can pick up bags outside off a table or they will be delivered to 
any vehicle that pulls up for curbside pickup. Health Dept does not want 
anyone to come inside the building nor have any human to human          
contact. Contact Bonnie Stalker (608-290-4098) or Nancy Stabb       
(608-302-9944) for more information. 
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Historic Renovation Update 

We have made steady progress on the Historic 

Renovation.  Painting and trim work is completed.  The 

catering kitchen is finished, awaiting only a half refrigerator 

and microwave to be purchased and installed.  The carpenters 

are currently working on the decorative beams, installing the 

countertop along the curved wall, pendant lighting and finally 

carpeting and installation of a five-circuit labyrinth.  It is a 

beautiful space and will certainly serve the spiritual, artistic, 

and reception needs of the church many generations to 

come.  We anticipate the construction phase of the project 

will be completed by the middle of February and we will 

receive the occupancy certificate from the city at that 

time.  We continue to be humbled and filled with gratitude 

that we have been able to complete such an incredible space 

with the generous donations from many families as well as 

the thoughtful leadership from both our Consistory and 

Finance Ministries.  We believe, once fully equipped, it will 

not only be a place to recognize the many ways our church 

has been leaders in our community over our 175 year history, 

but may also become a source of additional revenue to host wedding receptions here in Janesville.  We 

will begin plans to create a donor wall to acknowledge those whose contributions made it 

possible.  Heritage exhibits honoring our church’s many contributions over the years will need to be 

designed in the months ahead.  We have yet to purchase appliances, reception tables and chairs, and 

hire an artist to commission pieces that will become focal points of this space.  Should you want to 

make a donation to this project, please contact the office or Pastor Tanya.  

 

 

 

Our virtual Ash Wednesday Service, February 17th,  

will be at 6:30 pm on Facebook live (janesvilleucc).  
Baggies of ashes will be available for pick-up on 
Wednesday February 10th and February 17th from  

9:00 – 1:00.  We hope you can participate. 
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      to the Tower Notes that  
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First Congregational United Church of Christ 
Office Hours: Wednesday Mornings 9:00 - 1:00 or by appointment. 

 
 

Ministers   All Members of First Congregational UCC 

Pastor    Rev. Tanya Sadagopan 

Christian Ed. Director  Jamie Dieckhoff 

Music Director   Dr. Brian Knutson 

Organist   David Newman 

Digital Communications Angelica Chapman-Sykes 

Secretary   Becky Kingsbury 

Bookkeeper   Denise Caldwell 

Nursery Coordinator  Lindsey Anderson 

Custodian    

 
 

 

Church Leadership & Volunteers 

 President                                  Mike Rundle 

 Treasurer                                 Bo Klotz 

 Finance Chair David Arndt 

   

First Congregational Church 

54 South Jackson Street 

Janesville, WI  53548 
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