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President’s Message

Message Message

Hello members of First Congregational UCC, I am writing today a farewell letter as your
president. I have served in this role since February 2019. Even though I am stepping down as
president I will continue to be involved in our church community. In this challenging time, I
hope everyone has had a good holiday season. As 2020 begins to fade in the rearview mirror,
we should look forward with anticipation to a better new year. I wish to express my sincere
gratitude for all the volunteers this past year who have helped make our congregation stronger
and better equipped to serve our members and the community at large. I am also heartened and
thankful as our members have continued their financial support of the church and our missions.

Invited

In 2021 we are hopeful that returning to worship in our beautiful sanctuary will happen in the
near future. I miss seeing everyone and listening to our Chancel and Bell Choirs, special music,
and hearing David playing the organ. I am very much anticipating the day when we can
celebrate the opening of our new gathering space currently under renovation. While pictures
are worth a thousand words, seeing this space in person is truly awe inspiring. I pray everyone
continues to look for the light at the end of what has been a pretty dark tunnel during 2020. I
ask that you all hold steady, keep each other in your thoughts and prayers and stay well as we
continue our journey in this new year.
God Bless and thanks be to God,
Mike Rundle
Thank you to our December liturgists: Nandini Sadagopan, Sarah Popian, Sarah Beers, Debi Cox, and
Nathan Roehl.
If you would like to be a liturgist, contact Pastor Tanya. You need ZOOM on your computer.
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Worship in January
January 3:

Britney Mansur will lead worship; Pastor Tanya on vacation

January 10: Epiphany Sunday & Star Words; stars will be mailed to you, Pastor Tanya back
The Advent Series this year was done in a creative and fun way, using ZOOM. The Advent
Wreath traveled from home to home each Sunday. Each family took a video receiving the
package, opening it, and reading the litany and lighting the candles. The families involved
were:
November 29th, HOPE, the Forbeck Family
December 6th, JOY, Barb Bendlin and family
December 13th, LOVE, Lindsey Anderson and family
December 20th, PEACE, Tom Clippert and Dean Smith
The Christmas Eve service was live on Facebook from 6:30 – 7:30, then about 25 people
gathered in person in front of the church on Jackson Street at 7:45 to listen to the Tower Bells
played by Tony Dieckhoff, sang a few Christmas carols lead by Dr. Brian Knutson, then lit
candles and sang Silent Night. It was VERY cold!!
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January BIRTHDAYS, Happy Day to All!
3 Jennifer Grossen
3 Janet Hay
6 Becky Kingsbury
6 Barb Werfal
7 Easton Cioni
9 Don Robinson
9 Shannon Moloney
12 Tani Abendroth

17
18
22
23
24
25
25
26

Roger Willeford
Katie Prom
Joy Myers
Becky Behling
Kyle Klossner
Joan Gruenwald
Wyatt Hyzer
Jim Hay

26
27
27
27
28
29
30

Nancy Stabb
Kelsey Stalker
Madeline Condon
Fred Kummer
Denise Caldwell
Gary Teubert
Jillian Spooner

January ANNIVERSARIES, Congratulations
If your name ever gets
missed from the birthday
or anniversary list, please
let Becky know.

1 Becky Behling & John Brown
19 Jim & Janet Hay
21 Dave & Patty Piek-Groth

As we are fed at Christ’s table we go out to feed others.
Thank you to everyone who has contributed.

ECHO January Needs:
Diapers (sz 3-6)
Toothbrushes
Peanut butter & jelly Feminine products
Spaghetti & sauce
Deodorant
Mac & Cheese
Dish soap
Brown paper bags
Shampoo
Breakfast bars
Laundry Soap

Life is an echo...
what you send out,
you get back!
Twisty Ties
Razors
Toilet paper
Tuna
Money

From OUTREACH Ministry:

The Outreach Opportunity for January is ‘Our Church’s Wider Mission’ (OCWM). It
contributes to broader needs throughout our country and the world. It is a way we take a stand
for justice and peace, teach best practices for pastors and congregations as well as suggesting
how we respond to disasters and human tragedies. It suggests ways we can help restore
impoverished communities around the world and build relationships with other faith
communities. OCWM fosters healthy and vital congregations. Jill Gant
Thought for the month: You can’t go back and change the beginning, but you can start
where you are and change the ending.
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Sunday School and Youth News
Happy New Year!
We welcome you to join us for regular online Sunday School classes from 10:0011:00am. On January 3rd we will offer a recorded story, and we will resume live
classes on January 10th. Please reach out to Jamie Dieckhoff
(jamie@janesvilleucc.org) if you would like to be added to the text list to receive the
weekly links. See you there!

Our Online “Pageant” Pajama Party
Since we could not have our traditional Christmas Pageant this year, we had an
online “Pageant” Pajama Party! We shared about our traditions and told the
story of Christmas together in a unique way. We even recorded a special greeting
used at the online Christmas Eve worship service. Special thanks to Pastor Tanya,
Lindsey, and the families who made time to attend this fun event!

Confirmation Classes Starting Soon!
Do you know a youth (grades 8-12) ready to take this next step on their
personal faith journey? Pastor Tanya will be offering a Confirmation Class
beginning in February 2021. Classes will be online (schedule will be set once
youth share availability) with a possible opportunity for a safe and socially
distanced mission opportunity. Please email Jamie Dieckhoff at
jamie@janesvilleucc.org with your interest, and we will add you to the list!

Online Youth Group Epiphany Party- January 6th, 6:30-7:30
Join us January 6th to experience the wonder and awe of the Maji as they witness the miracle
of the Baby Jesus. We will share fun, faith, and fellowship in celebration of the season! Zoom
links will be sent to families before the event. Contact Jamie to be added to the text list.
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Consistory Minutes December 15th, meeting via ZOOM
The Historic Renovation Project is almost completed and ready for the finishing phase. Current
pictures can be found on the church’s Facebook page, and soon a video of the space will be posted.
Online Advent worship has successfully added new elements: the traveling Advent wreath and a
“Welcome to Our Home” video, an added children’s moment by Jamie Dieckhoff, and the prelude and
postlude performed live in the sanctuary.
Due to the desire to be safe during this pandemic, we will continue to worship online. The Christmas
Eve worship service will be presented online from the church and then followed by an outdoor candle
lighting ceremony at the church.
To date, the stewardship committee has received pledges from 65 giving units. It was noted that
many members area taking advantage of online giving, and currently the church is receiving $4,000 to
$6,000 through “Easytithe” each month.
Member contributions for November were $3,000 above the budgeted amount. Even though the
church is $23,400 below its year-to-date budget, the year’s income is $6,000 above expenses.
The Finance Ministry granted Outreach Ministry $5,000 for immigrant support, which will be
distributed by ECHO, the YWCA, and Faith Lutheran Church.
The Christian Education Ministry continues to reach out to the children and youth of the church
through an online pajama party, a list of Christmas books, and special Advent bags.
The Membership Ministry Membership has sent Christmas cards to members and friends of the
church, and the January financial statement will feature a special insert with the theme of food
warming the soul.
The Christian Education Ministry, the Finance Ministry, and the Membership Ministry need several
new members for 2021.
Pastor Tanya will be taking vacation time from December 25 through January 9. Brian Knutson and
Brittney Mansur will prepare videos to be shared online on December 27 and January 3.
Submitted by Linda Stehura

A BIG THANK YOU to those individuals who mowed the church lawn this past summer.
Those individuals are Mark Carlson, Ian and Dave Groth, Doug Newton,
Greg Shebesta, and Bill Williams. Also, a thank you to Dawn Endl and Lisa Koski
for the additional lawn care tasks they did on several occasions this summer. And
we cannot forget Dave Arndt for his efforts in keeping the lawn mowers running for
the growing season.
Jean and Dave Schollmeier
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At our congregation,
we appreciate
everything that our
volunteers have done.
This month we wanted
to acknowledge Barb
Cullen! Barb has been
a member of Janesville
UCC for her whole
life.
Over the years, Barb
has volunteered in
NUMEROUS
programs in the church.
She is known for her
desire to serve and help
others in her
community.
Also, we admire Barb’s
steadfast faith,
humbleness, and
Christ-like demeanor.
Thank you, Barb for
volunteering over the
years!
Our volunteers are the
heart and soul of what
makes our church
great! So many people
freely give their time
and talents as part of
their faith journey. We
want to highlight some
of these amazing
people in our midst.

Page | 6

The next Community Meal will be on Saturday January 2nd from
4:00 – 5:00. Dinner-to-go boxes will be available that include meatloaf,
mac-n-cheese, green beans, fresh fruit, bread/butter and dessert.
Guests can pick up boxes outside off a table or they will be delivered to
any vehicle that pulls up for curbside pickup. Health Dept does not want
anyone to come inside the building nor have any human to human
contact.
Contact Bonnie Stalker (608-290-4098) or Nancy Stabb (608302-9944) for more information.
Photos from our December 5th Community Meal:

Donated Christmas cookies
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First Congregational Church
54 South Jackson Street
Janesville, WI 53548

This page was attached
to the Tower Notes that
were mailed.

First Congregational United Church of Christ
Office Hours: Wednesday Mornings 9:00 - 1:00 or by appointment.
Ministers
Pastor
Christian Ed. Director
Music Director
Organist
Digital Communications
Secretary
Bookkeeper
Nursery Coordinator
Custodian

Church Leadership & Volunteers
President
Treasurer
Finance Chair
Lawn Mowing

All Members of First Congregational UCC
Rev. Tanya Sadagopan
Jamie Dieckhoff
Dr. Brian Knutson
David Newman
Angelica Chapman-Sykes
Becky Kingsbury
Denise Caldwell
Lindsey Anderson

Mike Rundle
Bo Klotz
David Arndt
Schollmeiers, Greg Shebesta, Mark Carlson, Bill Williams,
Ian & Dave Groth, Doug Newton
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