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54 South Jackson Street, Janesville, Wisconsin 53548
Telephone: (608) 752-8716
E-mail: janesvilleucc@janesvilleucc.org
Website: www.janesvilleucc.org
Like us on Facebook: Janesville UCC
Rev. Tanya Sadagopan
E-mail: revtanya@janesvilleucc.org

Pastor’s Message
Invited

Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors! that the King of glory may come in.
Psalm 24:7
Dear Members and Friends of Janesville UCC!
The 2020 Advent season is upon us! Like this exceptional year, this season of waiting for the
Christ Child will also be exceptional. It was my great desire to celebrate Advent and Christmas Eve
with you in person in our sanctuary, however the continual surge of COVID-19 cases prevents us from
joining in person together. Yet, the joy of this Advent season shall not be diminished or deterred! We
shall seek the Christ Child together this year from our homes. To that end, our Advent theme is
“Receiving the Christ Child at Home.”
In collaboration with our talented staff, we will provide weekly Sunday morning Advent
worship services and an online Christmas Eve worship service which will culminate in an in-person
event outside our Blue Doors where we will listen to Christmas Carols on our Tower Bells by
candlelight safely distanced and masked—or even from inside our cars. Brian Knutson is arranging
special music each week including a mini-bell choir, and special guest soloists. David Newman will
begin to play from the sanctuary each week of Advent. Jamie Dieckhoff and Lindsey Anderson will be
sharing either a short Christmas story or Object Lesson for a Children’s Time during our online
services so the whole family may enjoy Advent together.
While Advent will be broadcast from our Home Studios, with God’s help on Christmas Eve we
plan to broadcast our Online Christmas Eve Service from a variety of rooms all over the church
including the Christian Education Sunday School Room, the Sanctuary, and the Chapel or our newly
finished Historic Renovation space if it is completed. We are hopeful that the congregation will be
pleased with our safe worship offerings this year in light of the extraordinary circumstances of the
global pandemic.
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Advent Theme “Receiving the Christ Child at Home”
10am
November 29th
HOPE—Opening Our Front Doors
th
10am
December 6
JOY—Putting Up a Good Tree
th
10am
December 13
LOVE—Setting A Place at the Table
th
10am
December 20
PEACE—Making Room for the Holy Family (Nativity)
Christmas Eve
Online Full Service
6:30pm
December 24th

Christmas Eve Online—A Humble Christmas at Home
with Special Music—Handbells and Soloist O Holy Night
Pass the candlelight at home. Arrange to pick up your candles.

In Person Outdoor Candlelight and Carols
7:45-8:15pm December 24th
Christmas Eve Tower Bell Carols by Candlelight
We will have candles on hand, or you may bring your own.
Stewardship Campaign
We should extend our many thanks to Nancy Stabb for her leadership with this year’s 3 Great Loves
stewardship campaign. Many came to drop off their pledge cards in person. If you have not yet done
so, we encourage you to drop them off at the office on Wednesday morning or place it in the mail to
our church. Your pledges assure that our 2021 budget year will allow us to keep our many vital
ministries reaching the people who need us most.
New Members
We were especially blessed to welcome into membership through a 4 Way Covenant, the Rev.
Shaun Drefahl, a new Lieutenant Chaplain in the Navy. The husband of former member and dear
friend, Rev. Kerri Parker, I am pleased for our church to support him in his endeavors to share God’s
love with the men and women in the Navy. You can read a letter from him in this edition of Tower
Notes (page 8). Additionally, another frequent online visitor Donna Twinning also joined our church
on November 29th. The Holy Spirit is still at work in our midst!
Appreciation Staff Pay
The Personnel Committee along with the Finance ministry has approved “Appreciation Pay” for
all of our staff to show our support during these very difficult times requiring multiple stressors and
repeated adapting of our ministries during the global pandemic. I am proud our church is using a
portion of our resources in this way. We have a very talented and dedicated staff team, and I very
much want to keep them on board. Please take the time to reach out to our many staff and let them
know that you appreciate all they are doing for our church and for the community this time of year.
May you find the Christ Child at your table this year, sitting under your Christmas tree, or
perhaps even knocking at your front door!
Hope to see you online or at the Blue Doors for a joyous Christmas Eve!
Pastor Tanya
Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in to
you and eat with you, and you with me.
Revelation 3:20
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Thank you to our November liturgists: Tom Clippert, Bonnie Stalker, Mike Rundle, Darla Dernovsek.
If you would like to be a liturgist, contact Pastor Tanya. You need ZOOM on your computer.

December BIRTHDAYS, Happy Day to All!
1 Patty Piek-Groth
1 Jim Hyzer
1 Norm Prom
1 Joan Skyles
3 John Mansur
9 David Jensen
11 Katie Shebesta

13
14
15
15
18
18
19

Gene Fry
Jill Gant
Ed Atkins
Jean Jensen
Victor Krumm
Hunter Slack
Karen Teubert

20
21
22
23
24
24
28
30

Ann Forbeck
Tobias Eide
Nathan Roehl
Heather Restivo
Joan Kalweit
Dave Lennox
Barb Cullen
Melissa Newton

December ANNIVERSARIES, Congratulations
If your name ever gets
missed from the birthday
or anniversary list, please
let Becky know.

26 Bill & Mary Williams

As we are fed at Christ’s table we go out to feed others.
Thank you to everyone who has contributed.

ECHO December Needs:
Diapers (sz 3-6)
Toothbrushes
Peanut butter & jelly Feminine products
Spaghetti & sauce
Deodorant
Mac & Cheese
Dish soap
Brown paper bags
Shampoo
Breakfast bars
Laundry Soap

Life is an echo...
what you send out,
you get back!
Twisty Ties
Razors
Toilet paper
Tuna
Money

Due to COVID-19, for the safety of all who attend or
volunteer, the ECHO Christmas Dinner will be carry-out
and delivery only. Please call 608-754-5333 to schedule
a delivery.
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From OUTREACH Ministry:

The Outreach Opportunity for December is the Christmas Fund.
The Christmas Fund has been caring for active and retired clergy and lay employees of the
United Church of Christ for over 100 years, providing emergency grants, supplementation of
small annuities and health premiums, and Christmas "Thank You" gift checks each December
to our lower-income retirees.
Over the past nine months, because of COVID-19, the emergency financial needs of many who
serve the church have increased dramatically. Please give as you are able.
TOILET PAPER CHALLENGE RESULTS
Thank you to those who donated to the toilet paper challenge from Faith Lutheran Church. We
were able to provide ECHO with 298 rolls of toilet paper and 715 feminine hygiene products.
Also a thank you to Patti York, Jill Gant, and John Mansur for volunteering their time to open
up the church for the donations.

Did you notice my mistake last month? The pictures for the outdoor worship
service were labeled as October 25, but should have said September 27th.
And the picture of the liturgist was really Greg Shebesta, not Ross Lalor.
I apologize for my mistake, Becky

Thought for the month: It takes the same amount of energy to worry as it does to pray.
One leads to peace and the other leads to panic.
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Sunday School and Youth News

Advent and Christmas 2020
Sunday School: From November 29-December 27 we will not be having regular
online Sunday School classes. Please join us for intergenerational Advent worship
services each week on the First Congregational Church, Janesville UCC Facebook
page. There will be a special Children’s Message shared during the services in
Advent. Regular online classes will resume Jan. 3

At Home Advent Celebration Kits: Jamie Dieckhoff will deliver
kits to our Sunday School families to celebrate Advent at home this year.
The kits will be full of lots of activities to explore and special surprises to
discover each week on our journey to welcome the Christ Child into our
homes. Please contact jamie@janesvilleucc.org if your family would like
to be added to the list.

Online Christmas Storytime: During each week of Advent,
we will read a different picture book on the Janesville UCC
Facebook page that tells the story of the miracle of Christ’s birth.
Each story offers a unique perspective and will feature bestselling
authors and amazing illustrations. People of all ages will find
enjoyment, inspiration, and meaning in these wonderful stories.

Online “Pageant” Pajama Party- Dec. 20th at 7:00 pm: Since we aren’t
going to be able to have our traditional Christmas Pageant this year, join us Sunday
December 20th at 7:00 pm for an online “Pageant” Pajama Party! We will tell the
story of Christmas together in a unique way and will have a whole bunch of fun as
we get ready to celebrate Christmas. Zoom links will be sent to families before the
event, so contact Jamie to be added to the list!

Christmas Eve: Join us on the Janesville UCC Facebook page for a special
intergenerational online Christmas Eve worship service at 6:30 pm. Then,
following the online service, all are welcome to join for an in-person group candle
lighting outside of the church. The tower bells will ring out the Good News of
the arrival of the baby Jesus while we safely celebrate Christmas Eve together.

Online Youth Group Epiphany Party- January 6th, 6:30-7:30
Join us January 6th to experience the wonder and awe of the Maji as they witness the
miracle of the Baby Jesus. We will share fun, faith, and fellowship in celebration of the
season! Zoom links will be sent to families before the event. Contact Jamie to be added to
the list.
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Consistory Minutes November 17th, meeting via ZOOM
Pastor Tanya expressed appreciation for the church staff who are keeping the church active and
together during this pandemic and to the Finance Ministry for their support of additional staff pay for
this extra work and dedication.
Progress on the historic renovation continues, but the project may not be completed by year’s end.
Pastor Tanya will post video updates on Facebook.
Advent services well begin on November 29 and follow the theme “Receiving the Christ Child at
Home.” Pastor Tanya has prepared scripture and a sermon for each week as well as a carol, a symbol,
and an Advent wreath that will travel to the home of the family lighting that week’s candle.
In addition to Christmas wreaths on the Jackson Street doors, Consistory decided to place a tree by the
doors that the congregation will decorate with natural ornaments, such as popcorn chains or pinecones
with peanut butter for the birds.
First Congregational UCC will become the home church for the Rev. Shaun Drefahl as he begins his
role as a US Navy chaplain. (see page 8)
Contributions for October were down by $5,700 and for the year are down by $28,350 (figures
rounded). However, with fewer expenses for the year, the church is still able to meet its financial
obligations. To boost contributions before the year’s end, members who are able will be offered the
opportunity to make a special contribution to cover income lost due to the COVID pandemic.
Outreach Ministry reports that instead of buying gifts for the ECHO Christmas tree, we will contribute
money to buy Farm and Fleet gift cards, that the November Community Meal served 75 guests, and
that December’s outreach offering will support the UCC’s Christmas Fund.
Christian Education Ministry reports that the youth group has been meeting virtually, that each family
will receive a do-it-at-home Advent kit, that the Peace Pole may be installed in the spring, and that two
positions on the ministry will be open in 2021.
Finance Ministry reported that he church continues to look for custodial help.
Membership Ministry will send Christmas cards to members and friends of the church and will prepare
an insert to be included with the January financial statements.
Pastor Tanya will be sending transcripts of two recent sermons to members and friends who do not
have online access. Pastor Tanya is providing increasing pastoral care and calls as a result of the
pandemic as well as other health and emotional needs.
In her work outside the congregation, Pastor Tanya continues as a mentor in the UCC’s Resilience in
Leadership Program, participated in The Wisconsin Council of Church’s press conference on faithful
action during the pandemic, and is beginning to plan for her sabbatical in 2021 or 2022. A video of the
WCC press conference is available on the church’s Facebook page.
Submitted by Linda Stehura
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The next Community Meal will be on Saturday December 5th from
4:00 – 5:00. Brown bag lunches will be available that include chili, corn
muffins, veggies, fruit and a cookie.
Guests can pick up bags outside off a table or they will be delivered to
any vehicle that pulls up for curbside pickup. Health Dept does not want
anyone to come inside the building nor have any human to human
contact. Contact Bonnie Stalker (608-290-4098) or Nancy Stabb (608302-9944) for more information.

Important 2020 Member Contribution Update
Our expenses this year have consistently been under budget, and until recently our contributions have
remained strong. As we approach the end of our budgetary year we wanted to give you an update on our
giving. We have fallen short of our budget for September, eliminating the buffer we once had.
We thank everyone for your generous giving toward our vital ministries. If you have the means, we
encourage you to continue to invest in our innovative programs and talented staff so that we may finish this
challenging year strong.
If you are in need of financial assistance, please let us know so that we can support you. The confidential
Pastor’s Discretionary Account provides limited financial assistance to those who have an immediate onetime need. Your gifts to this account are always welcome.
If you have had a change in your financial circumstances and would like to adjust your pledge, please let us
know. We will adjust your giving statements accordingly.
Thank you.
Members of Consistory

On Sunday, November 1st, All Saints Day, we recognized those who left us this year:
Evelyn Alwin
Greg Anderson
Dorothy Anglemoyer
Lynne Baltzer
Jack Biddick

RuthAnn Kingsbury Cech
Clarence Elmer
Ted Kinnaman
Fred Kummer
Robert Mansur

MaryAnn Rockenfield
Lynn Swenson
Louise Teeter
Kathleen Watson
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Greetings members and friends of First Congregational UCC,
I pray this message finds you well.
My name is Shaun Drefahl and I'm excited to be joining First Congregational UCC in Janesville! I am an
ordained minister in the United Church of Christ and I was looking for a church home because I am leaving
parish ministry for the time being as I am increasing my activities in my role as a chaplain in the U.S. Navy
Reserve.
As a chaplain in the Navy, my call is to serve our Sailors and
Marines by: Providing religious instruction and sacraments
for all who share my faith tradition, Facilitating for those from
other faith traditions to ensure they are afforded the free
exercise of their religion, whatever circumstances they find
themselves in, Care for everyone, offering guidance and
council in matters of life, family, career, spiritual resiliency,
and whatever else might come up, and, Advise Command
Leadership in matters of faith, morale, and moral concerns.
In joining First Congregational UCC, we are entering into a
4-way covenant together with the Southwest Association of
the Wisconsin Conference, and my ministry setting. Because
the UCC believes the local church is the basis for all
ministry, my role as chaplain is still tied to a local church. In
this covenant, I agree to support and participate in the life of
First Congregational UCC as a member. In turn, the church
will take on a piece of this ministry with me by your prayerful care and support. It is a gift for me to have a
community that honors this unique calling I am following and, by your support, you are extending the impact of
your ministry far beyond your local community.
Thank you all for taking the time to read this message. I look forward to getting involved in the church and
meeting more of you. In the meantime, please feel free to forward along any questions you might have. Pastor
Tanya can get them to me.
Blessings,
LT Shaun Drefahl USN, CHC

OUR CHRISTMAS GIVING PROJECT FOR 2020
The Outreach Ministry has decided that our congregation will not participate in ECHO’s Adopt a
Family program this year. The decision was made because of concerns that the pandemic would affect
the ability to fulfill the expectations of the program. Our congregation is not the only congregation to
decide not to participate this year. ECHO is encouraging people who have participated in the Adopt a
Family program in the past to consider contributing to their Christmas Toy distribution.
People can write a check to ECHO with the proceeds going towards the
purchase of toys for children in needy families. Checks can be sent to ECHO;
65 South High Street; Janesville, WI 53548 and need to be received by
December 10th . For donations to be used for the Christmas Toy distribution,
the memo line of the check MUST indicate that the check is designated for
the Christmas Toys. Donations will be used for toy purchases at Farm and
Fleet. Blain Supply will donate 5% of the proceeds to ECHO
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First Congregational Church
54 South Jackson Street
Janesville, WI 53548

This page was attached
to the Tower Notes that
were mailed.

First Congregational United Church of Christ
Office Hours: Wednesday Mornings 9:00 - 1:00 or by appointment.
Ministers
Pastor
Christian Ed. Director
Music Director
Organist
Digital Communications
Secretary
Bookkeeper
Nursery Coordinator
Custodian

Church Leadership & Volunteers
President
Treasurer
Finance Chair
Lawn Mowing

All Members of First Congregational UCC
Rev. Tanya Sadagopan
Jamie Dieckhoff
Dr. Brian Knutson
David Newman
Angelica Chapman-Sykes
Becky Kingsbury
Denise Caldwell
Lindsey Anderson

Mike Rundle
Bo Klotz
David Arndt
Schollmeiers, Greg Shebesta, Mark Carlson, Bill Williams,
Ian & Dave Groth, Doug Newton
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