Tower Notes –July 2020
Celebrating 175 years of Community Based Ministry
First Congregational United Church of Christ
An Open & Affirming and Immigrant Welcoming Church
54 South Jackson Street, Janesville, Wisconsin 53548
Telephone: (608) 752-8716
E-mail: janesvilleucc@janesvilleucc.org
Website: www.janesvilleucc.org
Like us on Facebook: Janesville UCC
Rev. Tanya Sadagopan
E-mail: revtanya@janesvilleucc.org

Pastor’s Message
Invited

But ask in faith, never doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind. James 1:6

Greetings Members and Friends of Janesville UCC, First Congregational Church!
Happy 4th of July to all of you. This year our Independence Day celebrations have been more
intimate and muted, though if your home was anything like mine, my neighborhood was filled with bursts
and booms until the wee hours of the night. We are resilient and resourceful people—finding a new way to
do things when the customary ways are not possible. Necessity is the mother of invention we say.
Creativity is born out of the cauldrons of despair. Finding hope, having faith, and sharing love are the
challenges of our Christian life these pandemic days. We must discover new ways of encouraging one
another—moving from doubt to faith like the scripture in James speaks to. When we linger too long
isolated and filled with fear and doubt we become “driven and tossed by the wind” and whims of media
produced anxiety. We are called to sink our roots deep into the soils of our Creator. It is in God whom we
trust, and believe, and with this foundation of hope we can imagine a world where humanity shares the best
of who we are, rather than the worst of us which is born from fear. We are a strong and resilient faith-filled
community! Believe in yourself.
This month we begin a new sermon series on “Worship Words” where we will explore these themes
of faith/doubt, hope/despair, and love/apathy. What does faith/hope/love look like in your life, your
community, and in your faith while we navigate the obstacles and opportunities of this ongoing global
pandemic? What is God inviting us to learn, to explore, and imagine? Join me as we dive into the
Worship Words at home. Look for our FACEBOOK LIVE broadcasts each Sunday at 10am.
Finally, WE HAVE GOOD NEWS! Weather permitting, we will be gathering for an
OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE on our JACKSON STREET LAWN on JULY 26TH!
 Wear your MASK—if you don’t have one, we will provide you with one.
 Bring your own chairs—a few will be provided for those we cannot bring their own.

Page | 1

 You will sit in family circles that will be physically distanced from others.
 Reserve your circle—We invite you to reserve your space and tell us the number of people in your
family circle so we can be prepared for your arrival! Call the office or email Becky with your
reservation for the 26th.
If you are sick, experiencing symptoms of a cold or flu, or for whom an
underlying health condition would make it unsafe for you to gather
physically distanced outside around others, we ask that you tune in for our
FACEBOOK LIVE broadcast that will be provided that morning.
Be encouraged, stay safe, and hope to see you (physically distanced and
masked) soon!
Pastor Tanya

Worship in July
Worship Words Series
July 5:

Guest Preacher

July 21: Theme: Hope

July 12: Theme: Faith

July 26: Theme: Love
Outdoor Service, weather permitting

BIRTHDAYS, Happy Day to All!
1 Jack Shebesta
1 Seth Essen
3 Joellyn Merz
4 Gillian McCabe
5 Don Alwin
7 Cory Carlson
7 Alexandra Schmidt
10 Wendy Carlson

11
12
15
16
21
21
22
24

Hannah Carlson
Mark Gilmore
Bo Klotz
Brittney Mansur
Jillian Groth
John Merz
Art Briggs
Marlisse Chamberlin

24
24
25
29
30
31
31
31

Mark Eyster
Travis Grossen
Gerald Albers
Matthew & Rachel Grossen
Henry Shebesta
Jamie Dieckhoff
Dave Groth
Gina Swenson

July ANNIVERSARIES, Congratulations
1
4
6
8

Barb & Tim Cullen
Warren & Joy Myers
Krista & Nate Schmidt
Travis & Jennifer Grossen

15
16
18
20

Keith & Bonnie Stalker
Blake & Julie Budrow
Ann & Matt Forbeck
Lisa Koski & Dawn Endl

If your name ever gets
missed from the birthday
or anniversary list, please
let Becky know.
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As we are fed at Christ’s table we go out to feed others.
Thank you to everyone who has contributed money.

ECHO July Needs:
Diapers (sz 3-6)
Peanut butter & jelly
Spaghetti & sauce
Mac & Cheese
Brown paper bags
Breakfast bars

Life is an echo...
what you send out,
you get back!
Toothbrushes
Feminine products
Deodorant
Dish soap
Shampoo
Laundry Soap

Twisty Ties
Razors
Toilet paper
Soup
Tuna
Money

The July Community Meal was on Saturday July 4th from
4:00 – 5:00. Brown bag lunches were available that included a
ham sandwich, salad w/dressing, fresh fruit, chips, and cake.
Guests picked up bags outside off a table or were delivered to any
vehicle that pulled up for curbside pickup. Health Dept does not
want anyone to come inside the building nor have any human to
human contact.
Contact Bonnie Stalker (608-290-4098) or
Nancy Stabb (608-302-9944) for more information.

Our 2020 virtual CROP Walk raised $6,050 of the community wide total
of $39,417.26 with $9,854.32 going locally to ECHO.
Check out this website for more
information https://www.crophungerwalk.org/janesvillewi/
Thank you UCC Janesville Walkers,
Jill and Carolyn
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From Outreach Ministry:
We are responsible for food and supervision for GIFTS the week of July 19, 2020.
These nights are covered for food – Sunday (Mansur family), Wednesday (First
Congregational group led by Janet Hay), Friday (Fourth Ward Neighborhood
Action Team), and Saturday (Sadagopan family). We still need to cover Monday,
Tuesday, and Thursday that week. Dinner is served at 6:30pm each night at the
GIFTS building (1025 N Washington St) and they currently have around 20 men
at the shelter. We’ll need supervision for all 7 nights beginning at 5:45pm and
going until about 7am.
GIFTS has asked that we prepare for our week based on them being open like normal but we will adjust if
volunteers are not allowed into their building, either way we will be responsible to bring food to their
building. Please contact me if you can help with food or supervision. Thanks!
John Mansur
johnrmansur@gmail.com
608-322-2325

If you have children’s books* for pre-school through (especially) middle school
which you are willing to donate for our Little Free Library, please call or text Joy
Myers. She will be happy to come by if you can leave them bagged on your porch
for a no-contact pickup. She can be reached by phone at 608.359.9682
*Please note the books must be no larger than 8” x 8”.
Thank you for helping us keep the supplies up for kids while they are out
of school!

We have lost 4 church members recently:
Evelyn Alwin passed away on April 18.
Lynne Baltzer, daughter of Paul & (late) Ruth Baltzer
passed away on June 5.
Louise Teeter, Karen Teubert’s mother, passed away on July 5.
Jack Biddick passed away on July 6.
All 4 had private graveside services.
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Sunday School and Youth Group News
VIRTUAL SUMMER PROGRAM 2020

Stories to Spark the Spirit
Sundays from 10:00-10:30 am
Join us online each Sunday this summer as we share new stories of faith and
fresh ways to see love and justice in God’s world. We will offer activities
and discussions to share faith, fun, and fellowship. Sessions will be about 30
minutes and will be geared for Pre-K to 5th graders, but all ages are
welcome to attend! The classroom link will be shared via text each week, so
please contact Lindsey at lindsey@janesvilleucc.org if you still need to join.
Here are the books we plan to share:

Scholars:

Page | 5

NO Consistory meeting in June
COVID-19 Phase One Frequently Asked Questions:
The safety of our congregation and of our wider community is paramount as we begin work toward
reopening First Congregational Janesville UCC. To that end, we are following guidelines developed by
the Wisconsin Council of Churches as well as consulting information from the Rock County
Department of Health. We are now Safer at Home and will begin Phase One of reopening on May 26.
For us, Phase One will not be very different from the Safer at Home policies we’ve been practicing.
When will we return to the sanctuary for worship services?
During Phase One we will continue streaming services on Facebook Live. We will continue to evaluate
the situation and anticipate returning to the sanctuary for worship services when Consistory determines
that it is safe to do so.
What about weddings and funerals?
Weddings and funerals will not take place inside the church, and attendance will be limited to no more
than 10 persons. Details of any service will be determined by Pastor Tanya in conjunction with the
funeral director and church staff.
What about small groups?
Small groups will continue to meet online via ZOOM. Members and friends are encouraged to stay in
touch with one another through cards, phone calls, and online visits.
Will the church office be open?
No, staff safety is our primary concern. While Becky will be in the office for a limited time each week,
we ask that anyone who must come in take precautions: wear a mask, conduct business from the
volunteer station set up in the fireside room, make use of hand sanitizer, and before leaving use a
disinfectant wipe to sanitize any surface that has been touched. If possible, call ahead so that Becky can
have what is needed ready and at the volunteer station. If entering the office is absolutely necessary,
observe social distancing.
Will renters be using the building?
Yes, renters will be working in their designated space. They will be responsible for following safety
procedures and for cleaning their areas.
Will Ministries and Consistory begin to meet in person?
No, church business will continue to be conducted online through ZOOM meetings, emails, phone
calls.
What is the church asking of high risk individuals (those over 60 and those with underlying
conditions)?
Out of care and concern, we ask that these individuals continue to be safer at home
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First Congregational Church
54 South Jackson Street
Janesville, WI 53548

This page was attached
to the Tower Notes that
were mailed.

First Congregational United Church of Christ
Office Hours: Closed due to COVID-19
Ministers
Pastor
Christian Ed. Director
Music Director
Organist
Digital Communications
Secretary
Bookkeeper
Nursery Coordinator
Custodian

Church Leadership & Volunteers
President
Treasurer
Finance Chair
Lawn Mowing

All Members of First Congregational UCC
Rev. Tanya Sadagopan
Jamie Dieckhoff
Dr. Brian Knutson
David Newman
Angelica Chapman-Sykes
Becky Kingsbury
Denise Caldwell
Lindsey Anderson
Wendy Morgan

Mike Rundle
Bo Klotz
George Tucker
Schollmeiers, Greg Shebesta, Mark Carlson, Bill Williams,
Ian & Dave Groth, Doug Newton
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