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  Tower Notes –April 2020    

      Celebrating 175 years of Community Based Ministry 

 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 

      An Open & Affirming and Immigrant Welcoming Church 
54 South Jackson Street, Janesville, Wisconsin 53548 

Telephone:   (608) 752-8716 

E-mail:  janesvilleucc@janesvilleucc.org 

Website:  www.janesvilleucc.org 

Like us on Facebook: Janesville UCC 

Rev. Tanya Sadagopan   

          E-mail: revtanya@janesvilleucc.org 

    

  

 

 
 Dear Members and Friends of Janesville UCC, First Congregational, 

Wherever you are in your spiritual journey during this global pandemic, we want you to know that you 

are a welcome participant in our community of faith.  Things have changed so much in a month.  Our 

church is now worshiping weekly Online with Facebook Live broadcasts—with up to 70 people joining 

us each week and even more who watch the video after it is published.  Jamie Dieckhoff is leading our 

Sunday School education classes with more than 10 kids using the Zoom video conferencing platform.  

Our Consistory and Ministry Meetings are gathering using Zoom as well. Our Community Meal 

volunteers have created a “Grab&Go” lunch to share with those who normally join us on the first 

Saturday of the month.  We are all in this together as we care for one another to keep each other safe 

and healthy.  I am so proud of our community and our ability to adapt. 

This year our Easter Celebration is going to be humble but meaningful and in so many ways similar to 

the morning when the women went to the tomb to dress Jesus’ body.  There were no trumpets, or lilies.  

There were no Easter bonnets or baskets.  No choirs, no bells, no luncheons or buffets.  Just a few 

women, a couple of angels and an empty tomb.  In the Gospel of Mark it says that the women were 

seized with fear and amazement not sure what to believe.  The Gospel of Luke tells of that humble 

moment this way: 

The Resurrection of Jesus (NRSV) 

24 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices that they 

had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in, they did not 

find the body.  4 While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood 

beside them. 5 The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, 

“Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.  

 

   Pastor’s Message 

Invited 
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In this time we may feel waves of fear and amazement ourselves.  Some days even I am in a state of 

disbelief.  In my 15 years of professional ministry work I have never missed an Easter Service—always 

gathered in joy with the people of the church.  And we will gather together this Easter as well. Take the 

time to make your Holy Week special. Send Easter cards to people whom you miss and appreciate.  

Plan to attend worship remotely.  Set up your own prayer and meditation station in your home. Read 

the Gospel of Mark all the way through—a short 16 chapters, or read the Gospel of Luke chapters 19-

24 that begins with Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem and ends with his resurrection. 

Find a way to make your Holy Week and Easter special in your own way this year.  Your church isn’t 

closed, the church is deployed into the world to bring light to all whom we come into contact.  Don’t 

share the Good News.  Be the Good News. That has always been the church.  It’s never been about the 

building.  It’s always been about being sent into the world.   

In faith, in love, in joy, 

Pastor Tanya 

 

Worship in April 
 

  April 5:  Palm Sunday & Jesus in the Garden   

                                   
    April 9:  Maundy Thursday Reading from Luke 

 

    April 10: Good Friday Pray&Play 24 Hour Vigil (see page 5) 

 

    April 12: Easter Facebook Live Online Service—The Empty Tomb 

 

    April 22: The Walk to Emmaus 

 

    April 25: The Crowns We Wear 

          

                 

  

                                         

 

Thank you to our ushers in March: Jen & Travis Grossen, George & Roberta Tucker,  

Gary Teubert. 
 

Thank you to March coffee hour hosts: Barb Werfal, Diane Henrichs, Sriram & Pastor Tanya. 
 

Thank you to March liturgist: Carolyn Brandeen. 
 

 
 

Thought for the month:  God does not give you what you can handle.   
God helps you handle what you are given. 
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During this time of being asked to stay at home, it is more important than ever to keep in touch 

with family and friends.  Notice the birthdays and anniversaries listed here.  Send them a card, 
text, email or call them to help make their day special. 
 

April BIRTHDAYS, Happy Day to All!           

 

2    Dick Skyles (100)       6    Todd Slack          20  Karen Atkins              

3    Julie Eide    9    Steve Essen          20  Jason Knutson 

3    Kira Myers      12  Barbara Bendlin          21  Dennis Hale 

4    Gillian McCabe   17  Diann Condon          21  Mary Hausner 

4    Betty Willing        17  Brandon Hemm          23  George Tucker 

5    Aly & Ty Slack   18  Jacob Slack          26  Doug Newton 

       
 

April ANNIVERSARIES, Congratulations 
 

1     Dave & Jean Schollmeier 

22   Quinton & Karissa Greer 

28   Cory & Wendy Carlson 

 

  

 

 

  As we are fed at Christ’s table we go out to feed others. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed food and money.    

          

          Life is an echo... 

            what you send out,  
ECHO April Needs:          you get back! 
Diapers (sz 3-6)          Toothbrushes     Twisty Ties 
Peanut butter & jelly   Feminine products     Razors 
Spaghetti & sauce    Deodorant      Toilet paper 

Mac & Cheese    Dish soap      Soup    

Brown paper bags    Shampoo      Tuna 

Breakfast bars    Laundry Soap     Money 

 

 
 

 
The next Community Meal will be on Saturday April 

4
th

 from 4:00 – 4:30.  We will hand out brown bag 

lunches that will include a meat or PBJ sandwich, 

chips, baby carrots, fresh fruit, and a rice krispy 

square.  Guests are asked to drive up to the back 

parking lot door, and only ONE person enter the 

church to pick up bags.   

Contact Bonnie Stalker or Nancy Stabb for more information or to help out. 

If your name ever gets  

missed from the birthday  

or anniversary list, please  

let Becky know. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clip+art+wedding+rings&id=74B8D90005EB40E896B926C46C1F2D7BECEF7A4D&FORM=IQFRBA#view=detail&id=8CF9F2BEDE012277A2693A63CE790C65E3305A5C&selectedIndex=98
http://echojanesville.org/
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Sunday School and Youth Group News 
 

Janesville UCC Online Sunday School Is Here!  

God's love is found everywhere, so join us online for Sunday School with 
Janesville UCC from 10:00-11:00 (sign in as early as 9:50) Sunday mornings. 
We learn about faith, fun, and fellowship in a face-to-face virtual classroom 
setting. Sessions are geared for students in grades PK-5th grade, and all 
children are welcome to attend!  

An adult should help their child use the link to enter the classroom on any device that has 
online camera and microphone (PC, cell, tablet, etc.). Zoom meeting links posted weekly on the 

Janesville UCC Facebook page and are sent via text and email. Want to get added to the list? Have questions? 
Please reach out to Jamie Dieckhoff, Director of Christian Education: jamie@janesvilleucc.org. Please invite your 
friends and families to attend! 
 

Children’s Online Processional for Palm Sunday- April 5th 

Hosanna! The children will celebrate Jesus’s triumphant entry into 

Jerusalem during our Palm Sunday Online Sunday School meeting April 

5th from 10:00-11:00. Please check our Janesville UCC Facebook page 

and/or your email for the classroom link. Children can print, color, and cut 

out their own palm to wave here: Palm Coloring Page  
 

 

Christ Is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! 

We wish you a very happy and safe Easter celebration this 

year. Please look out for information coming about 

Janesville UCC virtual worship and Sunday School plans 

along with ideas for celebrating the miracle of the 

resurrection safely at home. Don’t hesitate to reach out to 

Jamie with questions, requests, and/or to share ideas! Please 

consider signing up your family for an hour of this year’s at home Easter Vigil 

here: Pray, Ponder, and Play (at home) Good Friday Vigil 2020 
 

Happy Hearts at Janesville UCC 

To help spread cheer the community and to show our appreciation for the 

helpers in our community, we have placed a few hearts in our church 

windows in the Sunday School classroom and on the Court Street doors. If 

you would like to add a heart to this project, please contact Jamie. 
 

 

Join Us for: “Virtual” CROP WALK 2020- April 26th 

The need to help others is greater than ever due to the 

coronavirus outbreak. Please prayerfully consider raising money 

as a family to help those in need. Donations will be used to 

support ECHO and Church World Service. Contact Jamie for 

more information if you are interested in walking or donating money for this 

cause. Here is the link to join our team:  

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/janesvillewi/UCCJanesvillewalkers 

mailto:jamie@janesvilleucc.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1X09H6ybPy3j3OKMecy9hAaFcks0mP2zbo-NLbEtw3nc/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040845a5af2aaafa7-good
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/janesvillewi/UCCJanesvillewalkers
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  Youth group members: We will be planning a virtual Youth Group 

meeting soon. Please look out for information on when/where/ how to 
sign in for the ZOOM meeting so we can gather and share our faith and 
experiences as navigate this unique journey. Hope to “see” you there! 
 

 

A new way to ready ourselves: The 2020 Good Friday Vigil  
During this time of COVID-19 our traditional prayer vigil will move 

to a “Virtual Good Friday” prayer vigil in your own home. Our 

tradition has been to offer sacred spaces to spend moments to pray 

and play during an hour at church from noon on Good Friday to noon 

on Easter Saturday. New this year you are invited to set up your own 

sacred space in your home and sign up for your hour in our virtual 

prayer vigil. Through the platform ‘Sign Up Genius’ you can pick which hour you will pray, play, 

color, meditate, yoga, and remember your church and Jesus’ journey at home. You can even 

design your own labyrinth if you want, in your home or outside. This experience will offer the 

luxury of time and space to stop long enough and slow down to relax and regain inner balance.  
 

Every family is invited to choose an hour from 12-noon April 10 to 12-noon April 11. Sign up 

using this link: Vigil Sign Up Or call Pat Scott, Parish Care, at (608) 466-7178.  She wants to 

hear from you.  Jamie Dieckhoff is gathering ideas and resources for spiritual activities to 

consider doing during your hour that will be emailed out before the vigil.  We will mark the 

time between Jesus on the cross to the resurrection story – intentionally connecting ourselves 

with our faith and open to the spirit in this holy time.  Easter is coming.  Let us get ready! 

 

 
We are looking for a collaborative, creative individual to join our team as a 
DIGITAL COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR. In this role you’ll use your 
knowledge of digital communications to share our story and communicate our 
message to members of the congregation and a wider community, sparking 
spiritual curiosity and growth. You’ll help GUIDE OUR DEVELOPING 
MARKETING STRATEGY while adding to your professional portfolio. A successful 

applicant will have experience capturing and editing visual content, knowledge of social media messaging 
and advertising, and a passion for using technology to increase community engagement.  
 

Position is part-time, 15-20 hours per week, with a maximum of 1000 hours per year. Position reports to 
the Pastor.  
 

#KEY AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY#: Work with the Pastor and collaborate with the staff to develop a 
digital communication strategy to tell the church’s story and engage targeted audiences.  
 

#QUALIFICATIONS, KNOWLEDGE, AND SKILLS#: A PERSON OF FAITH with the ability to 
communicate a MESSAGE OF HOPE to multiple generations. Experience capturing photos and videos 
with a strong sense of what makes something visually appealing and engaging.  
 

#EDUCATION#: College degree in a related field such as Marketing, Communications or Advertising 
preferred.  
TO APPLY: please send a resume, cover letter, and 3 references to revtanya@janesvilleucc.org 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040845a5af2aaafa7-good
mailto:revtanya@janesvilleucc.org
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Consistory Highlights from March 24, 2020 
 

 
 
 

Consistory expressed appreciation to David Arndt, Bo Klotz, and Mike Rundle for the cleaning they have 

done around the church and to Linda Stehura for sending out cards and information about online 

opportunities to members who do not have email addresses.  
 

Treasurer Bo Klotz reported that January income was about $5,000 under what is budgeted. February 

income, however, exceeded the budgeted amount, though expenses were also high due to making required 

quarterly payments. The church's investments are well managed but will probably lose money during the 

national downturn; once the economy recovers, the investments should recover as well.  
 

The historic renovation team continues to meet via ZOOM. Pastor Tanya reported that asbestos removal 

will begin in April with construction beginning in May. The goal for completion is October. Asbestos 

removal will cost much less than originally thought, and with forced air heating and cooling, the church 

may be able to get along with only three boilers rather than four.  
 

The church building is now effectively closed. Only one staff person will be working at a time, and mail 

will be delivered only on Wednesday.  
 

The community meal will continue with “grab and go” meals being distributed to individuals, one person at 

a time. The normal required rules for food preparation remain in effect.  
 

Online worship services will continue until the government lifts the Safer at Home order. Pastor Tanya will 

be leading services from her home, and music director Brian Knutson and organist David Newman will 

provide prerecorded special music and hymns.  
 

For the online Easter service, Pastor Tanya will be hosting Easter using Facebook Live.  Online worship 

services have attracted many livestream viewers as well as viewers who later watch the posted video. There 

are new visitors as well as past members and members who are out of town.  
 

During the week informational videos and pastoral videos of encouragement are being posted. Pastoral care 

continues through Pastor Tanya’s phone calls and ZOOM visits. Pastor Tanya has removed the pulpit cross 

from the sanctuary and is keeping it with her as she continues to minister to the congregation. When we are 

able to return to the building, we will celebrate together the return of the cross. 
 

Submitted by Linda Stehura 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

K&W Greenery emailed us to say they are now closed, and they can 

not deliver Easter flowers.  But by then you might have some 

growing in your own yard, or can purchase some at the grocery store.  

Use them during Pastor Tanya’s on-line Easter worship service.  If 

you email Becky at becky@janesvilleucc.org by April 8th with the 

names of those you would like recognized, she will read them during 

the Easter Service.  
 

mailto:becky@janesvilleucc.org


Page | 7  

 

 
Seekers book club is taking a break until after the COVID-19 

outbreak is over.  They normally meet at 4:00 on Thursdays in their 
meeting room #203.  When they resume, they will finish discussing 
this book.  If you have questions about Seekers, contact Larry 
Barton at lwbarton@charter.net 
 

   

 

 

 

               Anniversary Celebration 
 
          May 16, 2020:  special music and church tours 

        Will be postponed.  Watch for new date. 
 

 

 

 

 

Meals on Meals Volunteers Needed. 

Many of the most faithful volunteers for this ministry are in the coronavirus 
high risk category because of their age and/or underlying health 
conditions.  We are needing some of our younger members to step up for 
the weeks of April 13 to 17 and April 20 to 24.  Volunteers pick up meals 
at Mercy Hospital between 11 and 11:15, follow the delivery route 
instructions, and return hot box and cooler to the Hospital. It can usually 
be done within an hour to hour and 15 minutes. 

Beginning March14 Mercy Hospital put in place some very sensible and easy to follow protocols to 
protect the clients and the volunteers. The hospital volunteers program also wants volunteers to 
complete a Background Information Disclosure form.  If you can help us out or have questions, 
contact Nancy Stabb at nstabb@charter.net  for more details. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:lwbarton@charter.net
mailto:nstabb@charter.net
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Pastor Tanya will be using our Sanctuary stained glass windows during her April 
worship services on line. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Pastor Tanya’s home Sanctuary 
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First Congregational United Church of Christ 
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 am to 1 pm; Closed Fridays 

 
 

Ministers   All Members of First Congregational UCC 

Pastor    Rev. Tanya Sadagopan 

Christian Ed. Director  Jamie Dieckhoff 

Music Director   Dr. Brian Knutson 

Organist   David Newman 

Secretary   Becky Kingsbury 

Bookkeeper   Denise Caldwell 

Custodian    

 
 

 

Church Leadership & Volunteers 

 President                                  Mike Rundle 

 Treasurer                                 Bo Klotz 

 Finance Chair George Tucker 

 Lawn Mowing                        Schollmeiers, Greg Shebesta, Mark Carlson, Bill Williams,  

  Ian & Dave Groth, Doug Newton  

First Congregational Church 

54 South Jackson Street 

Janesville, WI  53548 
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