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Pastor’s Message
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered
the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. Luke 1:39-40

Dear Members and Friends of Janesville UCC!
Happy Thanksgiving friends! I hope your holiday is most meaningful! This time of year, many
of us will either receive visitors or become a visitor in someone else’s home. When we visit we
are aware that we are a guest and strive to be as accommodating and polite as possible. When
we welcome visitors, we strive to extend our best hospitality to others. Each time we travel or
receive travelers, stories will be told, new experiences shared, and hopefully lots of good food
and joyous times. What we can be sure of is that we will all have different tastes, ideas,
opinions, beliefs, routines, preferences, and dreams. We learn from our differences and grow in
our understanding of what it is like to be a stranger in a strange place. When we part, we pray
that strangers leave one another as friends.
As I write this, my house will soon be filled with many visitors from around the world. We will
have 9 people staying with us hailing from Shang Hai, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Fort Worth,
South Bend, Traverse City, and New York city. We are wondering where everyone will sleep!
My daughter texted me, “Is there still room at the inn?” I replied, “Of course,” wondering how
to reconfigure the plan to accommodate more students coming to our home for Thanksgiving
when they cannot go to their home. I know what it is like when you cannot go home for the
holidays. This is why I do my best to welcome people from wherever they are to their “home
away from home.”
This Advent we will be explore the many Holy Visitations that make up our Christmas stories.
We have Gabriel visiting Zachariah and then Mary, Mary goes with haste to visit Elizabeth,
Joseph and Mary are visiting Nazareth, the Shepherds visit the Holy Family, and of course the
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Magi visit the toddler Jesus. Each character is on a journey going from one place to another—
sometimes out of necessity, or called to bring good news, others looking for shelter, or seeking
new experiences, sometimes filled with questions, and curious about the strangers in their
midst. When you think about your own Christmas visitors, remember your spiritual practices of
Remaining Open and practicing the art of Thanks Giving. When we do, our ordinary
encounters may transform themselves to become Holy Visitations from the Christ Child himself.
May your Advent waiting for the Christ child be blessed and may your Christmas be ever
sweet.
Humbly,
Pastor Tanya

Worship in December
Dec 1: Theme: Advent 1 The Thrill of Hope
Liturgist: Barbara Bendlin
Coffee Hour: Carole Kies & Karel Cripe
Dec 8: Theme: Advent 2
Every Heart Prepare Him Room
Liturgist:
Coffee Hour:

Dec 22: Theme: Advent 4 All is Calm All is Bright
Liturgist: Nathan Roehl
Coffee Hour: Gale & Mike Rundle

Dec 24: Theme: Christmas Eve Svc 4:00 and 7:00
Dec 29: Theme: Caroling Sunday
Liturgist:
Coffee Hour: Barbara Werfal

Dec 15: Theme: Advent 3 Children’s Pageant
Joyful All Ye Nations Rise
Liturgist:
Coffee Hour: Willa Bagley

January Tower Notes:
Articles due ~ Dec 19

Thank you to our ushers in November: David & Willa Bagley, Pat Scott
Thank you to November coffee hour hosts: Outreach Ministry, Barb Cullen, Jill Gant,
Brittney & John Mansur
Thank you to November liturgists: Brittney Mansur, Nathan Roehl, Lisa Peterson, Rita Feirn,
Audrey Burhans
Thank you to all the acolytes, greeters, and extra ushers for stepping up at the last minute.
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Thought for the month: To make a difference in someone’s life, you don’t have to be
brilliant, rich, beautiful, or perfect. You just have to care.
December BIRTHDAYS, Happy Day to All!
1
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Patty Piek-Groth
Jim Hyzer
Norm Prom
Joan Skyles
John Mansur
David Jensen
Katie Shebesta
Gene Fry

14
15
15
18
18
19
20
21

Jill Gant
Ed Atkins
Jean Jensen
Victor Krumm
Hunter Slack
Karen Teubert
Ann Forbeck
Tobias Eide

22
23
24
24
28
29
30

December ANNIVERSARIES, Congratulations
26 Bill & Mary Williams

Nathan Roehl
Heather Restivo
Joan Kalweit
Dave Lennox
Barb Cullen
Evelyn Alwin
Melissa Newton

If your name ever gets
missed from the birthday
or anniversary list, please
let Becky know.

The next Community Meal will be
held on Saturday December 7th at 4:00.
The menu will be Italian dishes, green beans,
garlic breadsticks, fruit cocktail, ice cream
treats, and a beverage.
Contact Bonnie Stalker or Nancy Stabb for more
information or to help out.

SAVE THE DATES: Anniversary Celebration
February 16, 2020: catered lunch after church
May 16, 2020:

special music and church tours
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Seekers book club will begin reading and discussing the book “No
One is Too Small to Make a Difference” by Greta Thunberg, in
December. They meet at 4:00 on Thursdays in their new meeting room,
#203. If you have questions about Seekers, contact Larry Barton at
lwbarton@charter.net

As we are fed at Christ’s table we go out to feed others.
Our total contribution for November was 48 pounds. Thank you
to everyone who contributed food and money.

Life is an echo...
what you send out,
you get back!
ECHO December Needs:
Money
Toothbrushes
Peanut butter & jelly Feminine products
Spaghetti & sauce
Deodorant
Mac & Cheese
Dish soap
Brown paper bags
Shampoo
Breakfast bars
Laundry Soap
Twisty Ties
Soup
Razors
Tuna
Toilet Paper
Diapers (size 3-6)

Christmas Toy Distribution
Friday December 20th
at St John Lutheran Church
302 N Parker Dr
Call 754-5333 to help
(wrapping paper needed)
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ECHO FAMILY “GIVING” TREE
There are still some tags on the tree. Wrapped gifts are due back in church by
December 16th. Leave only the family number and name on the tag.
If you have any questions, see Dave Schollmeier.

NEW FEATURE:

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH

October, David Arndt
“The church has helped me make
friends, be a deeper thinker, and
become more spiritual”

November, Helen & Ken Forbeck
The Forbeck siblings have been leading
organizers for justice in our community,
working on protests, rallies and
marches on climate change and
anti-gun violence. It’s faith in action!
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Sunday School and Youth News
Advent & Christmas Schedule Children and Youth:
Dec. 1st : First Sunday in Advent, home celebration kits will be distributed
Dec. 8th (Sun.): Pageant Rehearsal, 11:30-2:30 (lunch served)
Dec. 14th (Sat): Pageant Rehearsal, 10:00-12:30
Dec 15th: PAGEANT DAY! 9:00 arrival
Dec. 24th (Christmas Eve): Family Worship, 4:00pm
Candlelight Worship, 7:00pm

Dec. 29th: No regular Sunday School classes

Jan. 5th:

Youth Group Epiphany Party

All are invited to Pageant 2019 in worship on Dec. 15th

Angels All Around
Come journey back in time to witness the
story of the first Christmas Day. Hear the
story for the first time or the 50th time,
and experience the hope, peace, joy, and
love that came to us with the miracle of
Christ’s birth. This year we will hear
from God’s important messengers, the angels!
Are the angels God’s only messengers? Come to worship on December 15th and find out!

Youth Group Epiphany Party- January 5th, 11:30-1:30
Attention all Youth in grades 6-12: Join us January 5th from 11:30-1:30 for food, fun, and
fellowship in the Youth Lounge. We will eat lunch, play games, and do a fun service project
to celebrate the season. Invite your friends to come along and join in the fun!

Wisconsin Conference UCC Youth Events
For more information about these events, visit wcucc.org

Jesus Core (high school): Pilgrim Center, January 10-12
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The mitten tree is up in the Fireside Room.
Bring your handmade or store bought
mittens, gloves, hats and scarves.
They will be donated to Wilson and
Rock River Charter Schools

Have you seen the cards to sign in the Fireside Room during Sunday fellowship? Have you
wondered who those are for and how they got there?
Care Cards are an example of the support and caring in our church
community. They are a way for each of us to express our joys & sorrows.
The Care Cards process is managed by the Parish Care team and others.
We are excited about our beautiful new cards adorned with pictures taken
by our own Carole Kies. They will debut on Sunday, December 8th.
Please add your name and words, if you wish, to show your caring to a fellow member of our
church family. If you would like to receive a card, please tell Pastor Tanya, Becky, or any
member of the Parish care team.
Pat Scott chair, Carolyn Brandeen, Karol Cripe, Jeannine Fry, Carole Kies, Pam Maxson,
Ruth Robinson, Karen Teubert, Mary Williams,

On Sunday, November 3, All Saints Day, we honored those who have
left us this year:
Doris Alff
Ruth Baltzer
Wilma Bumbard
Maxine Cox

Gwen Daluge
Dorothy Gridley
Beth Murray
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Consistory Highlights from November 19, 2019
Consistory expressed appreciation to Nancy Stabb for coordinating Meals on Wheels volunteers, to Dawn
Endl for speaking on November 17 on what the church means to her personally, to the team who
removed the front pews and moved them to storage in fellowship hall, to George Tucker and John Merz
for installation and configuration of the Wi-Fi system. Dawn Endl expressed appreciation for the
opportunity to speak to the congregation.
Year-to-date member contributions are about $2,300 below budget. Members are urged to complete
their pledges before year’s end.
Ministries should assess their open positions for 2020, suggest persons to fill those vacancies and forward
those names to Mike Rundle.
Work on the historic renovation is beginning with asbestos removal. Original plans for the space have
been altered to add a small kitchen area and to replace the water feature with custom storage cabinets.
After the new year, items that have been stored in the renovation space will be relocated to other storage
areas in the church. Paraments stored in the renovation space will be housed in the sanctuary in custom
cabinets that will reflect the historic architecture of the sanctuary.
Annual reports for each ministry, committee, and activity group should be submitted, with photos
included, by early January.
Pastor Tanya’s Christmas season worship services will be built on the concept of visitations—visitations by
angels and by persons.
The 175th anniversary team needs help in planning and carrying out the celebration. Past pastors, local
nonprofit leaders, and Wisconsin Conference leaders will be invited to the February 16 worship service
and catered lunch.
John Merz and George Tucker installed and configured the Wi-Fi system that will be available to tenants
Orion and Rock County Diversion. Rent for each tenant will increase by $50 per month.
Rental contracts for building tenants have been renegotiated, resulting in an increase in revenue of
$2,866 for 2020.
Pastor Tanya is collaborating with JP Merz, son of John and Joellyn Merz, to put together a grant proposal
to feature the work of young composers at the 175th anniversary spring event. This program will be
funded by Wisconsin Conference Catalyst grants of $1,500 and $500.
Outreach Ministry—Diane Henrichs reported that ECHO Thanksgiving baskets will be prepared and
distributed, that the church hosted an LGBTQ event in fellowship hall, that the pastor’s discretionary fund
is still in need of contributions, that $231 from the August school supply drive was sent to Wilson School,
that the list of Meals on Wheels drivers is complete, and that two child care grants from the McWilliams
Trust have been approved.
Finance—Janet Hay reported that the bell choir room walls are painted and carpet is ready for
installation, that a washer and dryer will be purchased and located in the community meals storage area,
that the snow plowing contract has been updated, that the boiler is not yet repaired (boiler is under
warranty, but companies are no longer in business), that work continues to determine the most cost
efficient way to install a grease trap in the fellowship hall kitchen, and that $350 has been spent to repair
windows damaged by a BB gun.
Membership Ministry—Debi Cox reported that new members may be received on December 1 or 8.
Submitted by Linda Stehura
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FROM OUTREACH MINISTRY:
Thank You to Pastor Tanya and Sriram Sadagopan who prepared several Indian dishes for the
November Community Meal guests and church members. Also thanks to the many church
volunteers who continue to make this meal a success. Sign up to help with the meal on the clip
board in the Fireside Room. If you have questions, you can speak with Bonnie Stalker, Jeanine
Fry or Nancy Stabb
Thank You to John Mansur for overall organizing our Gifts ministry participation, to Janet Hay
and church members who prepared Wednesday supper, to Greg Anderson and the guys who
prepared a chili supper on Thursday and the 4th Ward Neighborhood Action Team who prepared
Friday’s meal. Mike Rundle, Bo Klotz, Greg Shebesta and Scott Mansur who assisted with
Check In and overnight Supervision.
Driver Licenses for Immigrants:
It has been illegal since April of 2007 for undocumented people and those without social security
numbers to obtain driver's licenses in Wisconsin. What would happen if all immigrants, without
regard to status, had access to driver licenses? Wisconsin roads would become safer as licensed
drivers become more knowledgeable about traffic and road laws. An estimated 32,000 WI
residents who are undocumented would get licenses, and of these, 22,000 are employed and
could get to work more safely. 14,000 live with children and would be better able to provide for
them. WI drivers would see savings of $16 million in auto insurance premiums/year, and
insurance companies could see $13 million of increased revenue. More money is put back into
the state economy since those who drive are more likely to work and spend money. (Information
obtained from Voces De La Frontera)

Again this December, our Outreach Mission is the Christmas Fund.
Last year, the UCC’s Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross provided pension supplementation
to 379 retired clergy and church professionals, and 174 received health insurance supplementation.
Over 400 received a special Christmas thank-you check. Over $60,000 in Emergency Grants were
made to those struck by catastrophe.
Every cent of that money came from the people like you, members of the UCC.
Please, give to this month’s special offering for the Christmas Fund, and you will make sure that those
retirees have support when they need it, make sure that this Advent Season, our Church can be the
Church for those who need it throughout the UCC.
Envelopes may be found in the red Pew Pads at church during December, if you’d rather donate
electronically, there is a separate account found under EasyTithe.”

Outreach is asking for donations of books suitable for Tweens for the Little Free Library at the
YWCA Jeffris Flats transition housing. Books may be left in the church office or given to
Nancy Stabb.
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First Congregational Church
54 South Jackson Street
Janesville, WI 53548

This page was attached to
the Tower Notes that
were mailed.

First Congregational United Church of Christ
54 South Jackson Street, Janesville, Wisconsin 53548
Telephone: (608) 752-8716
An Open & Affirming and
Immigrant Welcoming Church
E-Mail: janesvilleucc@janesvilleucc.org Website: www.janesvilleucc.org
Like us on Facebook: Janesville UCC
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 am to 1 pm; Closed Fridays
Ministers
Pastor
Christian Ed. Director
Music Director
Organist
Secretary
Bookkeeper
Custodian

Church Leadership & Volunteers
President
Treasurer
Finance Chair
Lawn Mowing

All Members of First Congregational UCC
Rev. Tanya Sadagopan
Jamie Dieckhoff
Dr. Brian Knutson
David Newman
Becky Kingsbury
Denise Caldwell
Andrew Driscoll

Mike Rundle
Bo Klotz
George Tucker
Schollmeiers, Greg Shebesta, Mark Carlson, Bill Williams,
Ian & Dave Groth, Doug Newton
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