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May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that water the earth. 

In his days may righteousness flourish and peace abound, until the moon is no more.      Psalm 72:6-7 

Spring Rain 

by Rev. Tanya Sadagopan 

April 22, 2019 

Mindful Prose written in honor and celebration of Earth Day 2019 
 

She was sitting with the dogs in the new spring grass watching as the neighbor piles brush and sticks 

from winter’s entrance too soon on her tree lined street.  He waves at his daughter whose nose presses up 

against the living room window.  Voiceless she is waving and yelling back at him, her sound muted by the 

glass.  His wife emerges to walk the recycling bin out to the street, then she turns to open the mail box.  

Retrieving its contents, she walks it to the bin and dumps it inside, closing the green lid.  “You have a nice 

spring show,” the woman gestures toward the tulips.  Their son, topless, joins his sister at the window 

waving and smiling and pressing his lips upon the barrier between he and his parents. 
 

The neighbor glances upward to the sky far off and shares, “I think I just saw lightening” as the 

clear sky gives way to white and grey clouds rolling in.  A goose flies overhead and she watches as it fades 

away into the distance. “I hope it doesn’t rain,” she said knowing the rain is coming and yet wanting this 

warm breezy day to not relent to the whims of a few clouds.  The couple disappears into the darkness of 

their garage to join their children behind the glass. 
 

She stands, walks a few steps and settles down into the middle of her front yard to admire her own 

spring show of star magnolia blooms amid yellow daffodils bursting out their bright smiles on this warm 

spring day.  As if the grass beckons her, she lays backward for a change of perspective.  The lawn cradles 

her body, mind, and soul.  As the birds are eagerly chirping and tweeting and singing their spring songs, 

thoughts like clouds pass overhead against the backdrop of rising tree limbs against a cloud filled sky.  She 

breathes in deeply merging with the earth and finds her soul comforted.  Lightening streaks across the 

billowing distance.  The wind pushes and pulls on the branches of the barren cottonwood trees just budding 

with new life.  The dogs settle down into the grass as the air begins to cool.  The afternoon lights dim.  The 

birds hush, the winds increase, and the lightening sends it last streaks across a once blue sky.   

   Pastor’s Message 
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The birds return to flight, the clouds too stand still and it seems her hopes will come true when the 

sound of leaves rustling begin slowly then approach faster as a large water droplet lands right on her nose.  

The pavement begins to darken with fresh polka dots of spring rain and the dogs get up pulling the woman 

out of this bliss-filled moment, back into the house that tells tales of unfinished work and dishes undone 

and dusty corners of once filled rooms left over from winter’s harsh retreat.   
 

Next year is the 50th Anniversary of Earth Day.  Go to www.Earthday.org to find out what you can do to 

preserve God’s most precious gift to us all.  
 

With gratitude and love, 

Pastor Tanya 

Worship in May 
 

May 5:     Theme: Confirmation Sunday         May 19:   Theme:   

            Liturgist: Mike Rundle                    Liturgist: Nathan Roehl  

        Coffee Hour: Education Ministry                Coffee Hour:  

                                        
May 12:   Theme:         May 26:    Theme:  

                  Liturgist: Barbara Bendlin     Liturgist: Greg Anderson 

                  Coffee Hour:       Coffee Hour: Greg Anderson 

 

             

       

       

               

      

 

              
               Ascension Day May 30th  
 

Thank you to our ushers in April: Travis Grossen, Peter Berg, Linda Stehura, John Mansur, and 

Ruth Robinson. 
 

Thank you to April coffee hour hosts: Membership Ministry, Outreach Ministry   
 

Thank you to April liturgists: Peter Berg, Nathan Roehl 
 

Thank you to all the acolytes, greeters, and extra ushers for stepping up at the last minute. 

 
 

 
 

Greg Anderson is taking reservations to order red carnations  
to honor those who gave the ultimate sacrifice. 
Please call the Church Office or Greg at 728-1948 to reserve a carnation.  
Submit name(s) by Monday May 20th so the order can be completed by 
Sunday the 26th. 

June Tower Notes: 

  Articles due  ~  May 23 

http://www.earthday.org/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjdgYaT8NThAhUEOK0KHZZlBsMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://scubasanmateo.com/explore/united-states-clipart-memorial-day/&psig=AOvVaw1mk6jwFqgOAxMoTK1NujZL&ust=1555513089819362
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwib2vef8dThAhVDlKwKHXm4DjcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.gograph.com/clipart/ascension-day-of-jesus-christ-gg104339702.html&psig=AOvVaw1Ee_8Pepc34Evdb57g68tF&ust=1555513241860712
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May BIRTHDAYS, Happy Day to All!           

 

2    Mary Hunt        14  Sally Albers     19  Tim Hopkins              

4    Sriram Sadagopan       14  Logan Slack       21  Joy Prom 

4    Keith Stalker        17  David Bagley     23  Lyle Anderson 

5    Marlene Gilmore        17  Margaret Gill     25  Greg Anderson 

5    Dottie Newton        17  Diego Moloney     25  Blake Budrow 

6    Ann Bidwell-Hyzer  17  Jazlyn Murwin     26  Larry Barton 

6    Larry Maxson   19  Whitney Cioni     26  Keegan Spooner 

10  Sonja Bagley   19  Christopher Condon  27  Adolph Peterson 

10  Dan Metzler   19  Andrea Slack     29  Mike Rundle 

           31  Jim Briggs 
 

May ANNIVERSARIES, Congratulations 
 

1    John & Brittney Mansur 

17  Barbara & David Bendlin 

20  Gene & Jeanine Fry 

22  Norm & Joy Prom 

29  Larry & Pam Maxson 

31  John & Joellyn Merz 

31  Beth & Dave Murray     

           

                       
 

  As we are fed at Christ’s table we go out to feed others. Our total contribution 

for April was 91 pounds.  Thank you to everyone who contributed food and 

money.   

         Life is an echo... 
         what you send out,  

           you get back! 
ECHO May Needs 

Money     Toothbrushes   
Peanut butter & jelly   Feminine products  
Spaghetti sauce    Deodorant   

Mac & Cheese    Dish soap              

Brown paper bags    Shampoo            
Breakfast bars    Laundry Soap         
Hamburger Helper    Twisty Ties   

Razors     Tuna 

Toilet Paper     Diapers (size 306)       

 

 

 
We need volunteers to cover coffee hour on May 12th  

and May 19th.  Please sign the clipboard in the 

Fireside Room.  Thank you, Membership Ministry 

If your name ever gets missed from 

the birthday or anniversary list, 

please let Becky know. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clip+art+wedding+rings&id=74B8D90005EB40E896B926C46C1F2D7BECEF7A4D&FORM=IQFRBA#view=detail&id=8CF9F2BEDE012277A2693A63CE790C65E3305A5C&selectedIndex=98
http://echojanesville.org/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi015Oq79ThAhVMSq0KHQ5WBU8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://family.lovetoknow.com/family-activities/mothers-day-clip-art&psig=AOvVaw0lSzgIHRCxRAhcsjjBpnVk&ust=1555512919119642
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Seekers book club meets at 4:00 on Thursdays in the office area.  If you have questions 

about Seekers, contact Larry Barton at lwbarton@charter.net  

 Remaining Schedule: 

 May 2- Finish “Welcome Homeless” 

 May 9- Part IV (Writing Prophets) of the Spohn book- “Re-claiming the Bible for a Non-  

   Religious World” 

 May 16- Part V (Minor Prophets) 

 May 23- Part VI (Protest Literature) 
 

We will take June, July and August off. 

                

    

              Uncork and Unwind Gathering 

                 Friday, May 17th 5:00-7:00  
 

A ticketed kick-off event to raise funds for First Congregational 
175th Anniversary  

 

We will have a selection of red and white wines, (non-alcoholic 
beverages too) as well as an assortment of tasting plates filled 

with cheese, crackers, and chocolate desserts.   
 

A perfect pairing to this event is poetry. 

Poems can be words of encouragement that uplift your soul and 
bring hope to your heart or … 

Read your favorite poem or if you feel inspirited, write your own 
and be ready to share with the group. 

 

Pastor Tanya will have a gallery of her original photographs, titled 
“Pilgrimage.” 

 

Everyone is welcome to join us for this unique gathering! 

        The cost is $25 a person 
 

                   

Thought for the month: When life isn’t a bed of roses, remember who wore the 

thorns. 

 

 
   

    

Remember to take your church bulletin to       

Texas Roadhouse on Sundays and they will donate 

10% of your bill back to our church. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjYxK26zJ3hAhXFrIMKHTfvAPsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://memegene.net/wallpaper-6847024&psig=AOvVaw1zWtF2A08Et3QmIKAAkWLK&ust=1553613735772405
https://www.texasroadhouse.com/
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Sunday School and Youth Group News 

May 5:   Confirmation Sunday    

May 12: Regular Sunday School Classes- Happy Mother’s Day! 

May 19: Kids Choir sings in worship, PK-5th grade arrive at 9:30 

 Sunday School/Youth Volunteer Recognition Day  

 Last day of regular Sunday School Classes 

 Safe Church Training, 11:30-12:30, Upper Chapel 

May 26:  No classes for grades PK-8, Nursery will be staffed 

June 2:  Communion Sunday 

June 9: Summer program kick-off: Stories to Spark the Spirit  

 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL PROGRAM 2019: 

     Stories to Spark the Spirit 
            Begins on June 9th  

Due to popular demand we are bringing back our successful storytelling  
   summer program, “Stories to Spark the Spirit!”  
Join us each Sunday this summer as we hear a special story and do an 
activity that will feed our souls and teach us new ways to see God’s world. 
 

Weekly classes will start following the Children’s Moment in worship with 
dismissal at the close of the service.  Sessions will be geared for Pre-K to 5th 
graders, but youth are welcome to come and lend a helping hand! 
 

  

Safe Church Training May 19th 11:30-12:30 
Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend this important event.  Summer 
program volunteers and all who volunteer with our church children are required to 
attend at least one Safe Church session every two years.  Are you due to renew?  
Contact Jamie Dieckhoff at firstconce@janesvilleucc.org  
 

Pew penny for youth group MAY 5-19  

Which section will take the coveted honor this year?  Same rules as usual- pennies and paper 
money count positively and silver takes away from your section’s jar.  Donations will be used 
for Youth mission and fellowship activities throughout the year. 

 
CALLING ALL YOUTH AGES 13-18 TO YOUTH@SYNOD IN   

   MILWAUKEE JUNE 21-25 
Youth@Synod is an official outreach of the United Church of Christ's General Synod 
which is held biennially and is open to all youth between the ages of 13 and 18 years old.  

General Synod 2019 will take place June 21 through June 25, 2019 in Milwaukee. The 
theme of General Synod 2019 is, Shine!, based on Matthew 5:16 “In the same way, let your 

light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Creator in heaven.” 
This is an incredible opportunity for youth to experience what the United Church of Christ is like beyond 
our local church and to see firsthand what the national and wider settings of the United Church of Christ 
are all about. For more details, contact Jamie Dieckhoff or visit 
https://www.synod2019.org/en/uccsynod2019/Youth-Synod 

mailto:firstconce@janesvilleucc.org
https://www.synod2019.org/en/uccsynod2019/Youth-Synod
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjSuLyS2uTaAhUi6IMKHX1eCMkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://pngtree.com/freebackground/books-magical-dark-sci-fi-background_524267.html&psig=AOvVaw3C_OnKtbNOY_pPyOrFyEY2&ust=1525270419343011
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Consistory News from March 26 

 

Appreciations—Consistory expressed appreciation to Pastor Tanya for arranging the Prayer vigil/walk 
in support of victims of the Mosque shootings in New Zealand.  Pastor Tanya shared with Consistory 
the news video from Madison news channels.  
 

Treasure’s Report – Pastor Tanya and Janet Hay spoke about the changes to proposal for renovations 
to the large stained-glass window at the back of the sanctuary.  Before a decision is made Finance will 
seek a grant from the Jeffries Foundation to assist with the costs.  Cleaning of the exterior brick will be 
temporarily put on hold until grant application status is known.  Work on the Jackson St entrance 
doors, exterior sconce lighting and banner holders will begin soon. 
 

General Consistory Business 
175th Anniversary Update 
Larry Barton asked for a motion on behalf of the committee to allow wine to be served at the May 
17th Uncork & Unwind fundraiser kick-off event to be held in the Upper Room Chapel.  Tickets for the 
event have been printed and will be available for purchase from Gale Rundle. 
 

WI Conference General Synod donation request 
Mike Rundle reported the WI UCC Conference is asking area churches for a donation to help offset 
costs associated with hosting the upcoming General Synod Convention in Milwaukee this June.  The 
Conference is asking for donations of $100, $250 or $500.  Pastor Tanya brought up the additional 
costs of attending the convention by her and George and Roberta Tucker were not originally placed in 
the 2019 Budget.  A motion to cover reimbursable expenses for room and board for 3 people in 2 
rooms paid using interest from the Program Trust account. 
 

Parking lot maintenance 
Mike Rundle brought up the need for Finance to look into the costs for maintenance / repairs to our 
parking lot. 
 

Pipe Organ (evaluation/plan for future maintenance) 
Mike Rundle brought up the issue after discussion with members of the congregation.  Pastor Tanya 
was aware of the issue and informed Consistory the last person to have done maintenance on the 
organ has passed away.  Mike Rundle agreed to connect with Brian Knutson to look in to an alternate. 

 

Submitted by Mike Rundle 

 
 
 
Three of our church members need to be recognized for their volunteer efforts. 
 

Thank you to Wayne Olson for recording the sermon every 
Sunday so it can be posted on our website. 
Carol Kies worked very hard to clean up the flower gardens.  
Thanks to her the tulips and daffodils are blooming beautifully. 
John Merz for hard-wiring our WiFi system and all the repairs 
he does around the church. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiNjpug69ThAhUKS60KHZ0rBjMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.appelfarm.org/blog_02-17/&psig=AOvVaw0Se-WwqQWd01NacM0llRQ2&ust=1555511666038397


Page | 7  

 

FROM OUTREACH:   
 

Opportunities in Giving! 
The Outreach Ministry is looking for Volunteers to place books in Our Church’s, “Little Libraries.” One 
near the Court St. Entrance & a future site on the corner of Jackson & McKinley Streets. 
Our source is supplied by the Congregation and from the Mary Hunt Peace Library. 
Old and used books are needed to continue this particular Outreach to our neighborhood.  We would 
like to focus on “Light Reading Materials; i.e old Reader’s Digests, fictional novels, but any appropriate 
reading type of books are welcome. 
 

The Strengthen The Church offering supports the expansion of ministry and growth of UCC local 
congregations. Your support of this offering will help the UCC fulfill its commitment to creating a just 
world for all by investing in new ministries and practices that meet the emerging needs of local 
communities. 
As God calls our congregations to be the church in new ways, your generosity will plant new churches, 
awaken new ideas in existing churches and develop the spiritual life in our youth and young adults. 
This month, Outreach has chosen Strengthen The Church as our mission.  This is just one of our 
Church’s 5 for 5 Special Offerings for the UCC throughout the year.  Envelopes will be found in the red 
pew pads, or if you wish to give on line, go to Easytithe.com/janesvilleucc. 
 

Child Care Assistance Program 
Through the generosity of the Darlene McWilliams Memorial, First Congregational has $8,000 of 
funds to provide financial assistance to families and guardians facing hardships with the expenses of 
child care. The financial support may be available to the families or guardians having children under 
the age of 13 or special needs children under the age of 17. Applications for child care assistance 
may be obtained through the church office or by e-mail to firstconpastor@janesvilleucc.org. The 
current committee members are Pastor Tanya, Jamie Dieckhoff, Katie Shebesta, and David 
Schollmeier. 
 

Immigrant/Refugee Facts: 
An Immigrant is one who comes to take up permanent residence in a foreign country. 
An undocumented immigrant is one who comes without papers such as a visa, giving permission to 
enter that country. 
An asylum seeker is one who comes seeking international protection; someone whose request for 
sanctuary has not yet been processed. 
A refugee is one who is fleeing persecution and has crossed a border to seek safety. They may then 
apply for refugee status with the UN High Commission on Refugees. Those assigned to the US are 
vetted over a period of at least 18 months, and if accepted, are then on a path to citizenship when 
they enter the country. 
 
 
 

SPRING CONCERT SUNDAY MAY 5th at 3:00 

David Newman and the group Zephyr will perform music from the 

early 20th century, like works by Nielsen, Roussel, Juon and Ravel.  

A freewill offering will be taken. 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjovo-CyOvhAhUIc98KHaZoDw4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=/url?sa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttps://dumielauxepices.net/music-notes-clipart/music-notes-clipart-music-symbol%26psig%3DAOvVaw3xtAqi9irJiMnzNU-sEjSh%26ust%3D1556292612968579&psig=AOvVaw3xtAqi9irJiMnzNU-sEjSh&ust=1556292612968579
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On Sunday, April 14th we welcomed 4 new members into our church family.   

 

Melinda Clark 

She found us by driving by one day. 

She likes our church because we are open to all people. 

Melinda trains dogs for search and rescue. 

She also plays the guitar as a hobby. 

 

 

 

Margaret Gill 

A friend referred her to us.  She likes that we are Progressive Christianity 

and Immigrant Welcoming. 

She has 2 adult sons. 

Her area of work is in large oil painting and sculptures of landscapes. 

She is also does electronic media; stage design, lighting, video, & graphic 

arts. 

 

 

Dennis Hale 

He is happy to be here because of our Open and Affirming status.   

He is a veteran, widowed, & retired from construction. 

Lisa Peterson is his daughter, and he has 3 granddaughters, 1 great 

granddaughter and 2 great grandsons.  

He loves the Packers & Badgers, and reading. 

 

 

 

 

Lisa Peterson 

She is a former member of our church who has returned. 

She is married to Thomas Peterson, and they have 3 daughters, 1 

granddaughter and 2 grandsons. 

She has had a long career in education, and is now the principal at Rock 

River Charter School. 

She is a member of AAUW & Kiwanis Club. 
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We are signed up for 2 more individual nights to serve at GIFTS this year. 

They are Wednesdays, August 7th, and November 6th. Please let John 

Mansur know if you would like to help with any of those nights and please 

let Janet Hay know if you would like to help with food. We will need 

volunteers from the time men are checked in until they leave the following 

morning. Thanks 

 

The next Community Meal will be held on Saturday 

May 4
th

 at 4:00.  The menu will be egg bake, fruit 

cocktail, green salad, flavored breads, cookies & 

bars, and a beverage.   

Contact Bonnie Stalker or Nancy Stabb for more    

information or to help out.  

 

 

 

Our church is awarding $18,100 in scholarships to eight church members for the 2019-2020 

school year.  Receiving scholarships from the Saenger, Frick, McBlair, Lee Fund are Haley 

Budrow, Diann Condon, Jillian Groth, Jazlyn Murwin, Kira Myers, Nishanth Sadagopan, and 

Olivia Swenson.  In addition, Wyatt Hyzer, Jazlyn Murwin, Kira Myers, 

and Olivia Swenson will also receive scholarships from the Bidwell 

Foundation Fund. 

$5,000 from the General Scholarship fund and Saenger, Frick, McBlair, 

Lee Fund will be distributed equally to Lakeland College, Northland 

College, the Chicago Theological Seminary, the Eden Theological 

Seminary and the United Theological Seminary.   

Thank you to the scholarship committee: Ruth Robinson, Geri Frase, Gale Rundle 

 

Join us on Sunday, May 5th to celebrate the confirmation of  

Megan Condon,  

Jayden Murwin, and  

Joey Swenson.  

Their projects will be on 

display in Fellowship Hall. 

https://www.gifts-shelter.org/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiopJ6o4-bhAhVDWqwKHdv0B0gQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.pvpef.org/senior-scholarship-program/&psig=AOvVaw24ulEnfFKpmYNjta7nMa9k&ust=1556128026959958
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjzs5CwxuvhAhXmQd8KHTQ_C-wQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://firstchurchwg.org/media-for-download/weekly-bulletins/confirmation-sunday-june-5-2016/&psig=AOvVaw09mTiy0UCO0zPuNpGknGnm&ust=1556292061120146
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This is the article 
Pastor Tanya had 
published in the 
Janesville Gazette 
on Sunday, April 28th. 
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First Congregational United Church of Christ 
54 South Jackson Street, Janesville, Wisconsin 53548 

Telephone:   (608) 752-8716 

            An Open & Affirming and      

Immigrant Welcoming Church    

E-Mail:  firstcon@janesvilleucc.org      Website:  www.janesvilleucc.org 

Like us on Facebook: Janesville UCC 
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 am to 1 pm; Closed Fridays 

 
 

Ministers   All Members of First Congregational UCC 

Pastor    Rev. Tanya Sadagopan 

Christian Ed. Coordinator Jamie Dieckhoff 

Music Director   Dr. Brian Knutson 

Organist   David Newman 

Secretary   Becky Kingsbury 

Bookkeeper   Denise Caldwell 

Custodian   Andrew Driscoll 

Nursery Coordinator  Katie Keim 
 

 

Church Leadership & Volunteers 

 President                                  Mike Rundle 

 Treasurer                                 Bo Klotz 

 Finance Chair George Tucker 

 Gardener Carole Kies 

 Lawn Mowing                        Schollmeiers, Hays, Greg Shebesta, Mark Carlson, Bill Williams,  

  Ian & Dave Groth   

First Congregational Church 

54 South Jackson Street 

Janesville, WI  53548 
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